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CHAP.  I. 

He  fets  fail yir  India,  and  arriues  at  St.  Helena. 
His  TranfaBions  with  the  People  of  that  Ifland. 
He  doubles  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and  pro- 
ceeds to  the  Bay  of  Angra  de  San  Bias.  He 
thence  fleers  to  a  Place  to  which  he  gi'ves  the 
Name  of  the  Land  of  Good  People,  and  af- 
terwards arrives  at  Cuama. 

jisr^^lf^  E  have  already  obferved,  in  the  in- 
^  ^  trodudlion  to  thcfe  volumes,  that 
^  W  ^  before  the  reign  of  Ematiuel,  King 
^  V'>if^  J  Portugal,  feveral fuccefTivo princes 
had  made  different  diicoveries  on 
the  coafi:  of  Jfrica,  as  far  as  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope.  This  lafl:  Prince  intending  to  profrcute 
thefe  difcoveries  ftiU  farther,  caui'ed  three  /hips 
Vol.  VIIL  B  '  to 


2  De  Gama's  discovery  of 
to  be  equipped  for  that  purpofe,  and  gave  the 
command  of  them  to  Vafco  de  Gama,  a  noble- 
man of  great  abilities,  whom  he  raifed  to  the 
rank  of  Admiral.  Thefe  ihips  were  the  St. 
Gabriel,  the  Admiral's  fliip ;  the  St.  Raphael, 
under  the  command  of  Paul  de  Gama,  the  Ad- 
miral's brother ;  and  the  Berrio,  commanded 
by  Nicholas  Coello,  in  all  which  were  no  more 
than  1 60  men.  Thefe  Ihips  attended  with  a 
bark  laden  with  provifions,  failed  from  Bclem  on 
the  8th  of  July,  1497  ;  and  after  being  expofed 
to  continual  ftorm.s,  in  which  they  frequently 
gave  themfelves  over  for  loft,  entered  a  large 
bay,  which  the  men  called  A?igra  de  Santa 
ilena,  or  the  bay  of  St.  Flektia',  from  their  iirft 
feeing  it  on  that  Saint's  day. 

The  inhabitants  of  this  ifland  were  blacks, 
fmall  of  ftature,  and  ill  favoured.  When  they 
fpoke,  it  feemed  as  if  they  lighed.  They  were 
cloathed  with  the  fkins  of  beafts,  and  concealed 
what  modefty  taught  them  to  hide,  in  wooden 
cafes,  that  were  very  well  made.  Their  arms 
were  oaken  ftaves,  hardened  with  fire,  and  point- 
ed at  the  end  with  the  horns  of  beafts.  They 
lived  on  roots,  fea  v»'olves,  mews,  pigeons,  and 
fea  crows,  with  other  beafts  and  birds.  The 
Admiral  immediately  ordered  fearch  to  be  made 
for  ibme  river ;  but  without  fucsefs.  How- 
ever, they  met  with  water  the  next  day,  where 
the  Admiral  landed,  in  order  to  try  whether  he- 
could  get  any  intelligence  of  the  diilance  be- 
tween that  place  and  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope. 
The  Admiral  in  his  walks,  took  a  man  ga- 
thering honey,  and  carried  him  on  board  ; 
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but  none  of  the  fhips  crew  underftanding  him, 
he  was  the  next  day  well  dreffed,  and  fet  on 
fliore,  which  fo  pleafed  his  countrymen,  that 
the  day  following  about  15  of  them  came 
down  towards  the  (hips,  upon  which  the  Ad- 
miral went  again  on  Ihore,  carrying  with  him 
gold,  pearl,  and  fpices,  but  finding  by  the  little 
notice  thefe  people  took  of  them,  that  they 
were  unacquainted  with  them,  he  gave  them 
bells,  little  tin-rings,  and  counters,  with  which 
they  feemed  highly  pleafed,  and  in  return  fup- 
plied  their  benefaftors  with  plenty  of  fuch 
provifions  as  the  country  afforded ;  but  this 
friendly  intercourfe  was  of  fhort  duration,  for 
Fernando  Velofo,  a  young  man  being  defirous 
of  vifiting  their  towns,  went  to  the  houfes  of 
the  natives,  where  he  was  welcomed  with  great 
hofpitality,  and  for  his  entertainment  they  had 
dreffed  a  feal,  which  difcompofing  his  ilomach, 
he  rofe,  and  retired  with  figns  of  loathing  and 
difguft,  while  the  natives  inilead  of  oppofing 
his  departure,  attended  him  to  the  fhore  ;  but 
he  fufpefting  their  intentions,  no  fooner  came 
within  hearing  of  his  companions,    than  he 
called  aloud  for  help,  when  fome  of  the  Por- 
tuguefe  landing,  behaved  in  fuch  a  manner,  as 
to  terrify  the  natives,  who  ran  affrighted  to 
the  woods.    This  behaviour  made  them  con- 
fider  the  Portuguefe  as  their  enemies,  and,  there- 
fore, foon  after  returning  with  their  lances  in 
their  hands,  they  fuddenly  rufhed  upon  de  Ga- 
ma,  and  his  officers,  who  were  Handing  un- 
armed, and  obliged  them  to  retreat  on  board, 
after  having  wounded  four  of  them,  among 
B  2  vvhom 
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whom  was  the  Admiral,  who  received  a  wound 
in  his  foot,  but  the  Portuguefe  were  no  fooner 
on  board,  than  they  revenp^ed  themfelves  with 
their  crofs-bows. 

On  the  i6th  of  November  they  weighed,  and 
failed  from  St.  Helena  with  a  fouth-wefl;  wind, 
and  on  the  i8th  in  the  evening  came  in  fight 
of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  which  they  doubled 
on  the  20th,  founding  their  trumpets,  and  en- 
gaging in  feveral  diverfions,  as  exprelTions  of 
their  joy.  As  they  coafted  along  the  fhore, 
they  had  the  profpeft  of  a  very  fine  country, 
interfperfed  with  woods  and  lawns,  abounding 
with  numerous  herds  of  large  and  fmall  cattle, 
and  peopled  with  blacks,  who  refembled  thofe 
of  St.  Helena.  De  Gnma,  having  at  length  run 
70  leagues  beyond  the  cape,  arrived  at  another 
bay,  to  which  he  gave  the  name  of  Angra  de 
San  Bias,  near  which  is  a  fmall  ifland,  where 
the  Ihips  lay  to  take  in  a  fupply  of  water.  The 
land  about  this  bay  is  very  fertile,  and  abounds 
with  elephants  and  fine  oxen,  ufed  by  the  na- 
tives inllead  of  horfes.  There  were  alfo  a 
multitude  of  penguins,  and  a  prodigious  num- 
ber of  feals. 

A  few  days  after  their  arrival,  there  appeared 
about  90  of  the  inhabitants,  fome  on  the  fands, 
and  other  on  the  mountains,  upon  which  the 
Admiral  landed  with  all  his  men  well  armed, 
and  drawing  near  the  fhore,  threw  upon  the 
land  little  bells,  which  the  negroes  took  up, 
and  fome  came  fo  nigh  as  to  receive  them  out 
of  his  ov/n  hand  ;  when  venturing  on  fhore 
widi  his  men,  ho  exchanged  fome  red  night- 
caps 
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caps  for  ivory  bracelets.    A  few  days  after, 
above  200  blacks  came  down  with  1 2  oxen  and 
four  {keep,  and  on  the  Portuguefe  going  on 
fhore,  they  began  to  play  upon  four  flutes, 
accompanied  with  feveral  voices,  which  made 
no  difagreeable  mufic.    The  Admiral  Uriking 
in  with  this  humour,  ordered  the  trumpets  to 
found,  while  his  men  danced  along  with  the 
natives,  and  thus  the  day  pafled  in  mirth  and 
feafting.    Not  long  after,  many  more  blacks, 
men  and  women,  came  again  with  cattle,  of 
whom  the  Portuguefe  bought  an  ox ;  but  per- 
ceiving fome  young  Negroes  behind  the  bullies, 
with  Vv'eapons  in  their  hands,  the  Admiral  fuf- 
pefted  fome  treachery,  and,  therefore,  ordered 
his  people  to  retire  to  a  place  of  greater  fecu- 
rity.    The  blacks  then  went  along  the  ihore, 
keeping  pace  with  the  boats  till  they  came  to 
the  place  where  the  Portuguefe  had  landed,  and 
then  joined  themfelves  in  a  body,  as  if  they 
intended  to  fight;  but  the  Admiral  being  un- 
willing to  hurt  them,  withdrew  in  his  boats, 
only  ordering  two  brafs  pieces  of  ordnance 
to  be  ihot  off  to  frighten  them,  at  which  they 
were  fo  terrified,  that  they  ran  away  in  confu- 
fion,  leaving  their  weapons  behind ;  but  after- 
wards fending  fome  of  his  men  on  fhore  to  eredl 
a  pillar,  on  which  was  the  king  of  Portugal\ 
arras  and  a  crofs,  the  Negroes  pulled  it  down 
before  their  faces. 

De  Gama  left  this  place  on  the  eighth  of 
Ncvember,  and  foon  after  met  with  a  dreadful 
ftorm.  Qn  Chrijimas-day  they  fav/  land,  which 
for  that  feafon  they  called  Ticrru  de  Nntal. 

B  3  After 
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After  this  they  came  to  a  river  called  Be  Jos 
Reyes,  or.  Of  the  Kings,  from  its  being  firfl 
feen  on  the  day  of  Epiphany.  Here  de  Gama 
left  two  men  to  inform  themfelves  of  whatever 
was  worthy  of  notice  in  the  country,  and  to 
give  him  an  account  of  what  they  had  learn- 
ed at  his  return.  For  this  purpofe  he  had 
fome  malefaftors  with  him,  whofe  punifhments 
were  changed  for  thefe  dangers.  Here  he  dealt 
for  fome  ivory  and  provifions,  fo  much  to  the 
fatisfaftion  of  the  blacks,  that  their  King  came 
on  board. 

On  the  1 1  th  of  January  again  drawing  near 
land,  the  men  went  in  their  boats  along  the 
coaft  to  take  a  view  of  it,  when  they  faw  a 
great  number  of  men  and  women,  who  appear- 
ed to  be  quiet  and  civil  people,  '^he  Admi- 
ral then  fent  one  of  his  men  who  was  well 
verfed  in  the  languages  of  Africa,  attended  by 
another  perfon,  to  pay  his  refpefts  to  the  King, 
who  received  them  with  great  civility,  and 
difmifled  them  with  prefents.  In  return  the 
Admiral  fent  his  Majelly  a  red  jacket,  a  pair 
of  ilockings,  and  a  cap  of  the  fame  colour, 
with  a  copper  bracelet,  which  he  received 
with  pleafure,  and  in  return  promifed  to  give 
the  perfon  who  brought  this  prefent  any  thing 
his  country  afforded,  and  invited  the  gentleman 
and  his  companion  to  his  town.  De  Gama  hav- 
ing given  him  leave,  this  Gentleman,  whofe 
name  was  Aloiixo,  went  forward  with  the  King, 
whofe  fubjefts  beholding  him  on  the  road  in 
his  new  habit,  clapped  their  hands  with  figns 
of  joy  and  admiration.    On  their  entering 
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the  town,  the  King  went  round  it  to  give  the 
inhabitants  an  opportunity  of  beholding  his 
finery,  and  then  taking  Alonzo  to  his  houfe, 
fupped  with  him  upon  an  hen  and  boiled  mil- 
let. Here  many  of  the  Negroes  came  to  fee 
Almzo  and  his  attendant,  and  the  neJct  day 
they  were  fent  back  with  fome  blacks  leaden 
with  hens  for  the  Admiral,  who  returned  them 
thanks,  and  called  the  place  The  Land-of-Good- 
People. 

The  houfes  of  the  town  were  all  of  ftraw, 
and  pretty  well  furnifhed ;  the  females  were 
more  numerous  than  the  males,  for  among  20 
men  there  were  4.0  women.  On  their  arms 
and  legs  they  wore  copper  bracelets,  and  pieces 
of  copper  in  their  hair.  Their  weapons  were 
long-bows,  with  arrows  and  darts  pointed 
with  iron,  daggers  with  hilts  of  pewter  and 
fheaths  of  ivory.  They  were  fo  fond  of  linen, 
that  they  gave  a  large  quantity  of  copper  for 
a  fliirt,  and  fo  tradtable,  that  they  brought 
water  to  the  boats  from  a  river  called  Cobio,  a 
.  a  quarter  of  a  mile  diftant  from  the  place  where 
the  Portuguefe  took  in  water. 

Departing  from  thence  on  the  15th  of  Ja- 
nuary, they  proceeded  along  a  low  coaft,  full 
of  very  large  and  lofty  trees,  as  far  as  Cape 
Corientes  or  the  Cape  of  Currents,  proceeding 
50  leagues  beyond  Sofala,  without  feeing  that 
city.  On  the  24th  they  entered  the  mouth  of 
a  very  large  river,  up  which  de  Gama  with  fe- 
veral  of  the  men,  proceeded  in  their  boats*; 

*  Thi)  country  ii  miv  called  Cuama. 

the 
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the  land  was  low  like  the  former,  and  abounded 
in  tall  trees,  loaden  with  a  variety  of  fruits, 
and  proceeding  farther  they  found  feveral  boats 
with  fails  made  of  palm.  The  Portuguefe  were 
encouraged  at  feeing  thefe  people,  who  under- 
flood  fomething  of  failing,  a  circumftance 
which  they  had  not  met  with  before  on  all 
thefe  coafts ;  the  natives  came  in  their  boats 
to  the  Ihips  without  fear  or  hefitation,  and  be-  . 
haved-to  the  Pcrtuguefe  v/ith  as  much  familiari- 
ty, as  if  they  had  been  old  acquaintance.  They 
were  of  a  good  lize,  but  went  naked,  v^ith 
only  a  piece  of  linen  cloth  hanging  down  be- 
fore. The  Admiral  treated  them  kindly, 
gave  them  fmall  bells  and  other  toys,  and 
talked  with  them  by  figns ;  for  none  on  board 
underftood  their  language.  They  afterv/ards 
returned  in  their  boats  with  others,  bringing 
provilions,  and  more  of  the  natives  came 
along  the  water-fide,  among  whom  were  fome 
pretty  women  drefled  like  the  men,  each  of 
whom  had  three  holes  in  her  lips,  in  which 
were  three  bits  of  tin,  and  thefe  took  fome 
of  the  Portuguefe  with  them  to  make  merry 
at  a  neighbouring  town,  where  they  got  their 
water. 

On  the  third  day  two  perfons  of  rank  came 
in  their  boats  to  vifit  the  Admiral.  Thefe  had 
their  aprons  larger  than  the  reft,  and  one  of 
them  wore  on  his  head  an  handkerchief  wrought 
with  filk,  and  the  other  a  green  fattin  cap. 
T)e  Gama  gave  them  a  courteous  reception,  in- 
vited them  to  eat,  and  gave  them  apparel  with 
other  things ;  but  they  feemed  by  their  looks 

to 
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to  fet  no  value  on  them.  However,  it  appear- 
ed from  certain  figns  made  by  a  young  man, 
tTiat  they  were  of  a  diftant  country,  and  had 
feen  as  large  Ihips  as  thofethey  were  then  in  ; 
and  when  they  were  landed,  they  offered  fome 
pieces  of  callico  to  fale.  De  Gama  rejoiced 
at  thefe  happy  tokens,  and  all  on  board  were 
elevated  with  the  hopes  of  foon  reaching  the 
treafures  of  India,  wherefore  the  Admiral  called 
this,  The  River  of  Good  Signs,  and  eredled  a 
pillar,  on  which  was  carved  a  crucifix,  and 
under  it  the  arms  of  Portugal.  Here  they  alio 
refitted  their  fiiips,  and  endeavoured  to  cure 
the  men  who  were  fick  of  the  fcurvy. 


CHAP, 
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CHAP.  II. 

They  fail  from  the  Ri-ver  of  Good-SIgns,  and 
arri've  at  Mofambique,  nuhere  they  are  li- 
fted by  the  Sheik,  luho,  after  giviiig  the?n  a 
kind  Reception,  upon  a  Suppofition  of  their  be- 
ing Turks,  makes  federal  Attempts  to  deflrcy 
them,  for  njhich  the  Admiral  demolijhes  the 
To^vn,  and  proceeds  to  Mombaffa,  nuhere  they 
are  aljo  at firji  treated  nuith  great  Civility,  in 
order  to  obtain_  an  Opportunity  to  re-uenge  the 
Mifchiefs  done  at  Mofambique,  on  nuhicb  they 
proceed  to  Melinda,  ivhere  the  uidfniral  is  'vi- 
fited  by  the  King.  De  Gama's  Proceedings 
there,  a7id  the  ?noJi  material  Events  till  his 
Arrival  at  Calicut. 

THEY  failed  from  hence  on  the  24th  of 
January,  arid  on  the  ill  of  March  de- 
fcried  four  iflands ;  from  one  of  which  came 
feven  or  eight  fmall  boats  that  followed  the 
fhips,  the  men  calling  out  and  making  figns 
to  induce  them  to  ftay  for  them.  As  foon  as 
they  were  at  anchor,  the  boats  came  up  with 
feveral  people  of  a  good  ftature,  and  dark 
complexion,  cloathed  with  ftriped  callico  of 
feveral  colours,  which  fome  wore  clofe  to  their 
knees,  and  others  on  their  flioulders  like 
cloaks ;  their  heads  being  covered  with  linen 
turbans  wrought  with  filk  and  gold.  They 
had  fwords  and  daggers  like  the  Moors,  and 

brought 
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brouglit  with  them  mufical  inftruments  called 
fackbuts.  On  their  coming  on  board  they  dif- 
courfed  in  Arabic,  and  the  Admiral  having 
ordered  an  entertainment  to  be  provided  for 
them,  they  eat  and  drank  heartily,  during 
which  he  defired  to  know  the  name  of  the 
ifiand,  together  with  the  manners  and  cuftoms 
of  the  inhabitants,  and  the  exadl  diftance 
from  thence  to  India ;  to  which  they  replied, 
that  the  ifiand  was  called  Mofambiqtie,  and 
was  fubjeft  to  the  King  of  ^iloa,  that  there 
was  a  town  in  it  full  of  merchants  who 
traded  to  India  for  fpices,  precious  ftones, 
and  other  commodities ;  they  let  him  know 
that  he  had  already  pafied  by  the  coun- 
try of  Sofala,  which  abounded  with  gold,  in- 
formed him  of  the  dillance  from  thence  to  C«- 
licut,  and  oiFered  to  fteer  the  fhips  into  the 
harbour,  which  was  immediately  complied 
•with. 

The  town  of  Mofamlique  ftands  in  fouth 
latitude,  and  the  country,  which  is  rendered 
unhealthy  by  its  numerous  marfhes,  was  inha- 
bited by  blacks,  who  lived  in  huts  made  of 
clay,  and  thatched  with  ftraw ;  but  a  great 
number  of  fhips  reforted  thither  for  the  con- 
venience of  trade,  though  at  this  time  the 
power  and  wealth  of  the  ifiand  was  chiefly  en- 
.grofTed  by  the  Arabian  merchants,  who  ufed 
vefTeh  faftened  together  with  wooden  pegs,  in- 
ftead  of  nails,  and  the  fails  were  of  matts 
made  of  palm-tree  leaves.  Thefe  Arabians 
made  ufe  of  the  compafs ;  had  fea  charts  that 

v/ere 
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were  tolerably  accurate,   and  were  furniihed 
with  feveral  aftronomical  inftruments. 

The  Slieik,  and  the  reft  of  the  people  tak- 
ing the  Portuguefe  for  lurks  or  Moors,  vifited 
the  firlt  fliip  that  entered  the  harbour,  but  foon 
returned,  becaufe  there  were  none  on  board 
who  underftood  their  language  ;  but  the  reft  of 
the  ftiips  having  entered  the  harbour,  the  Sheik 
fent  them  prefents  and  provilions,  defiring 
leave  to  come  on  board,  and  in  return  De  Garna 
lent  him  red  hats,  Ihort  gowns,  coral,  brafs 
bafons,.  hawk's  bells,  and  other  things,  which  he 
made  flight  of,  afking  v/hat  they  were  good  for, 
and  why  the  Admiral  did  not  fend  him  fcarlet  ? 
De  Gama  to  prepare  againft  his  coming,  ordered 
all  the  fick  men  to  be  kept  out  of  light,  and 
thofe  that  were  perfedlly  well  in  the  reft  of  the 
fiiips  to  be  fent  to  his,  v/here  they  were  put 
underarms.  The  Shiek  appeared  richly  drelT- 
ed  ;  he  was  tall,  lean,  and  drelTed  in  a  kind 
of  fhirt  which  hung  down  to  his  heels,  and 
over  it  had  a  kind  of  loofe  veft  of  Mecca  vel- 
vet. On  his  head  he  wore  a  filk  cap  of  va- 
rious colours  trimmed  with  gold,  and  at  his 
girdle,  a  fword  and  dagger,  the  hilt  of  the 
former  fet  with  diamonds,  and.  his  feet  were 
covered  with  filk  Ihoes.  He  was  attended  by 
armed  men  with  drums  and  ivory  trumpets. 
The  Admiral  received  him  at  the  entrance  of 
the  Ihip,  and  condufted  him  with  fome  of 
hi:  people  into  the  cabbin,  while  the  reft  re- 
mained in  the  boats.  De  Gama  apologized  for 
his  not  fending  him  fcarlet,  by  alTuring  him 
he  had  brought  none  with  him.    The  Sheik 
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and  his  company  eat  and  drank  very  heartily  ; 
aiked  whether  they  were  Turks,  which  he  lup- 

•  pofed  they  were,  from  the  whitenefs  of  their 
complexion,  and  deiired  a  fight  of  their  bows, 
and  of  the  books  of  their  law.  The  Admiral 
anfwered,  that  he  came  from  the  Weft,  and 

,  belonged  to  a  great  kingdom  bordering  upon 
Tm-ky ;  but  had  no  books  of  their  law  with 

■'  ■  them;  He  fliewed  him  fome  crofs-bows,  which 
were  fhot  off  before  him,  and  fome  armour 
that  greatly  raifed  his  admiration.  At  this 
meeting  d:  Gama  had  intelligence  that  the  dif- 
tance  from  thence  to  Calicut  was  900  leagues, 
and  that  it  was  neceflary  for  him  to  take  a  pi- 
Jot  from  that  country,  to  conduft  him  thither. 
Upon  this  he  defired  the  Sheik  to  fupply  him 
with  two  pilots,  which  he  readily  granted,  and 
returned  with  them  the  next  day;  when  the  pi- 
lots confented  to  undertake  the  voyage,  upon  his 
giving  each  of  them  30  crowns  and  a  coat, 
and  one  of  them  was  to  remain  conftantly  on 
hoard,  while  they  ftaid  in  the  harbour. 

'^i'his  harmony  was,  however,  but  of  fhort 
continuance  ;  for  the  Sheik  or  Governor,  no 
Sooner  difcovered  the  Portuguefe  to  be  Chrijlians, 
•than  his  friendfhip  was  converted  into  averfion, 
and  he  began  to  lay  fchemes  for  deftroying  de 
Gama  and  feizing  tlie  ihips.  The  Portuguefe 
v/cre  infulted  by  the  populace,  and  a  plot  v/as 
hid  for  the  Admiral's  life,  which  he  had  the 

I     happincfs  to  difcover  ;  one  of  the  pilots  made 
liii  cfcape,  and  fome  of  the  people  vt'ho  v/ent 
on  Ihore,  in  order  to  v/ood  and  v/ater,  were 
attacked  by  feven  veffjls,  and  would  have  been 
Vol.  Vlll.  C  de- 
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deftroyed,  had  not  their  companions  in  the 
other  boats,  come  in  time  to  their  affiflance, 
and  by  pouring  in  a  volley  of  Ihot  made  the  ag- 
greflbrs  fly  with  the  utmoll  precipitation.  How- 
ever the  Ihips  being  in  want  of  water,  the  Ad- 
miral entered  the  harbour  of  Mofmnhique  a  fe- 
cond  time,  and  fendiiigche  boats,  took  it  away 
by  force,  while  the  Moors  kept  at  a  diftance  for 
fear  of  the  ordnance. 

On  the  24th  of  March  one  of  the  natives 
braving  the  fleet  from  the  Ihore,  the  Admiral 
.to  revenge  this  infult,  and  the  other  injuries 
he  had  fufFered,  manned  out  the  boats,  in  which 
he  caufed  fome  ordnance  to  be  placed,  and  af- 
ter driving  a  body  of  men  from  the  fhore  who 
came  to  oppofe  his  landing,  and  taking  a  few 
of  them  prifoners,  among  whom  one  of  them 
happened  to  be  a  pilot,  he  deftroyed  the  town 
with  his  great  guns,  and  obliged  the  inhabi- 
tants to  fly  into  the  country. 

De  Gama  linding  that  his  flaying  longer  here 
would  be  attended  with  great  dang-er,  now 
fleered  to  another  ifland  at  four  miles  diflance, 
and  from  thence  failed  to  l^iloa ;  but  being 
forced  by  contrary  winds  and  tempeftuous  wea- 
ther to  return,  an  Arabian,  with  his  fon,  de- 
fired  to  be  carried  to  Meli?ida,  in  his  way  to 
Mecca,  from  whence  he  came  as  a  pilot,  to 
which  the  Adm.iral  readily  confented,  his  bro- 
ther having  fcized  another  pilot  at  Mofambiquc, 
the  weather  no  fooner  became  favourable,  than 
they  again  put  out  to  fea,  and  proceeded  to 
MombiTffa,  a  city  which  the  pilots  cbferved  was 
chiefly  inhabited  by  Chriflians. 

They 


the  EAST  INDIES.  15 

Tliey  arrived  at  that  city  on  the  27th  of 
April ;  but  as  the  ftiips  lay  without  the  bar,  a 
bark  approached  them  in  the  night,  with  about 
100  men  in  Turkijh  habits,  armed  with  fcimeters 
and  bucklers,  and  would  have  boarded  them, 
had  they  not  been  prevented  by  the  Admiral's 
giving  orders  that  no  more  than  four  fhould 
be  admitted.  Thefe  four  feemed  by  their  drefs 
to  be  above  the  common  rank,  and  thefe  he 
obliged  to  lay  alide  their  arms  before  they 
came,  exculing  his  precaution  by  obferving, 
that  he  was  a  ftranger  to  the  coaft.  He,  how- 
ever, entertained  them  in  a  very  handfome 
manner,  on  which  they  told  him  that  the  King 
being  informed  of  his  arrival,  had  fent  them 
with  compliments  of  congratulation,  and  pro- 
mifed  to  load  his  Ihips  with  fpices ;  obferving 
that  there  were  many  Chriftians  on  the  ifland, 
which  agreeing  with  the  report  of  the  pilots, 
he  readily  believed  what  they  told  him.  The 
next  day  the  King  fent  to  compliment  the  Ad- 
miral, and  made  him  a  prefent  of  fruit.  Thefe 
deputies  told  him  there  were  many  Chriftians 
in  the  place,  and  that  they  themfelves  were  of 
tliat  number.  They  advifed  him  to  approach 
the  city,  and  come  to  an  anchor  in  the  harbour, 
where  the  King  could  more  conveniently  give 
the  Portuguefe  frefh  proofs  of  his  inclination  to 
ferve  them.  The  Admiral  believing  them  to 
be  fincere,  exprelTed  his  acknowledgments,  and 
treating  them  very  kindly,  promifed  to  comply 
with  his  Majcfty's  requeft.  He  fet  on  fhore 
two  of  his  exiles  with  prefents  to  the  King, 
who  treated  them  with  the  utmoft  hofpitality, 
C  z  and 
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and  ordered  fome  of  the  natives  to  fliew  them 
the  city.  In  their  way  they  faw  many  prifon- 
ers  in  irons,  and  were  carried  to  the  houfe  of 
two  merchants  of  India,  who  were  Chrlflians, 
after  which  the  King  fent  them  back  with  fam- 
ples  of  corn  and  fpices,  bidding  them  te!l  the 
Admiral,  that  he  might  have  what  quantity  he 
pleafed  for  gold,  filver,  amber,  and  other  com- 
modities, at  a  lefs  price  than  any  were  elfe. 

It  was  immediately  refolved  to  accept  of  this 
offer  of  fpices,  and  the  next  morning  at  flood 
they  prepared  to  enter  the  harbour;  but  the 
Admiral's  fliip  ftriking  on  a  flioal,  he  again  caft 
anchor,  upon  which,  the  natives  who  v.  ere  on 
board  went  into  their  boat,  and  at  the  fame  in- 
ilant  the  two  pilots  jumped  into  the  fea,  and 
were  taken  up  by  the  natives,  who  could  not 
\it  prevailed  upon  to  return  and  deliver  them. 
This  naturally  gave  the  Admiral  a  diftruft  of 
the  King,  whofe  alFe£led  civility  was  only  dif- 
fimulation  ;  for  having  heard  of  what  had  paf- 
fcd  at  Mofamhique,  he  had  refolved  to  deftory 
the  Portuguefe,  while  the  Ihips  were  in  the  har- 
bour, and  two  of  the  perfons  whom  the  Admi- 
ral had  feized  and  brought  from  Mo/ambig-ur, 
being  put  to  the  torture,  by  dropping  hot  ba- 
con upon  their  flefh,  confeffed  that  they  had 
plotted  the  deftruftion  of  the  fhips,  and  that 
the  pilots  had  efcaped  from  the  fear  of  its  being 
difcovered. 

The  execution  of  the  projeft  for  deflroying 
zhe  Portuguefe,  being  thus  prevented,  the  King 
immediately  concerted  another  fcheme  for  de- 
flroying them  ;  but  in  the  night  the  watch  per- 
ceiving 
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ceiving  that  the  cables  fliook,  at  firft  imagined 
it  was  caufed  by  feme  tunny  fifli,  of  which 
there  are  great  numbers  in  thofe  feas,  till  feve- 
ra!  men  were  found  fwimming  about,  and  cut- 
ting it  with  their  fwords,  in  order  that  the  fliip 
might  run  a-ground.  Others  had  alfo  got  among 
tlie  tackle  of  the  fore-maft  of  another  fhip ;  but 
on  their  being  difcovered,  they  plunged  into 
the  fea,  and  fwam  to  fome  boats,  that  lay  at  a 
dtftance  to  receive  them.  The  Admiral  being 
therefore  convinced  of  the  treachery  of  thefe 
people,  refolved  to  fail  immediately  to  Me^ 
iinda. 

Momhaffa,  is  an  iHand,  fituated  near  the  con- 
tinent, from  which  it  is  divided  by  a  river  that 
falls  into  the  fea  by  two  mouths.  The  city 
which  was  governed  by  a  King,  was  very  large, 
and  feated  upon  an  high  rock.  At  the  enter- 
ance  of  the  port  was  a  fmall  low  fort,  near 
the  water.  The  houfes  were  built  with  ftone  ; 
the  cieiings  wrought  in  figures,  with'  a  com- 
pofition  like  plailter  of  Paris,  and  the  ftrcets 
made  a  good  appearance.  The  inhabitants 
were  of  different  complexions,  fome  being 
much  lefs  fwarthy  than  others.  They  were 
richly  drefled,  efpecially  the  women,  who  wore 
lilk  gowns,  adorned  with  gold  and  jewels.  A 
great  trade  was  carried  on  for  various  forts  of 
merchandize,  and  the  harbour  was  continually 
full  of  fhips.  Here  they  found  plenty  of  pro- 
vinons,  as  millet,  rice,  cattle,  and  fowls,  which 
were  all  very  fat,  and  their  fheep,  which  were 
very  fine,  had  no  tails  ;  fr,om  the  main-land 
were  alfo  brought  ivory-ware,  and  honey.  The 
C  3  ifland 
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iflandwas  very  pleafant,  and  aiiorded  excellent 
water.    It  was  full  of  orchards,  and  planted 
with  oranges,  lemons,  citrons,  Indian  figs,  and 
pomegranates. 

The  Admiral  having  got  clear  of  the  bay^ 
left  Mombaffh  on  the  13th,  and  foon  after 
chafed  two  fambucos,  or  fmall  pinnaces,  one 
of  which  he  took,  with  17  men  on  board,  and 
a  confiderable  quantity  of  gold  and  iilver,  and 
the  fame  day  reached  Melinda,  which  is  iS 
leagues  from  Mo»ibaffa,  and  fituated  in  3°, 
fouth-latitude.  The  city  is  feated  on  the  plain- 
eft  part  of  a  rocky  coaft,  and  encompafied  with 
palms,  and  woods  of  fruit-trees,  among  whicih 
the  oranges  excel,  on  account  of  their  fize 
and  goodnefs.  The  inhabitants  had  plenty  of 
provifions,  as  millet,  rice,  Iheep,  and  poultry, 
which  are  very  good,  and  remarkably  cheap^ 
The  city  v/as  large,  with  handfome  ilreets  and 
houfes,  built  with  ftone,  feveral  llories  high, 
with  terraces  on  the  top.  The  natives  of 
the  country  were  very  fvvarthy ;  they  had  curi- 
ed  hair,  and  were  ilrong,  and  well  propor- 
tioned. They  wore  turbans  wrought  with 
filk  and  gold,  and  from  the  waill  downwards 
were  cloathed  with  lilk  and  cotton  fluffs,  while 
others  wore  Ihort  cloaks  of  callico ;  their 
fwords  and  daggers  were  handfomly  ornament- 
ed ;  they  were  left-handed,  and  being  good  ar- 
chers, never  went  without  tlielr  bows  and  arrows. 
The  women  were  very  beautiful,  and  were 
richly  dreffed  in  the  fame  manner  as  the  men. 
only  they  wore  veils,  which  were  laced  with 
gold.    The  lirangefs  who  had  ft'ttled  in  this 
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«3ty  were  Arabians,  and  moft  of  the  merchants 
who  traded  to  it,  were  of  Cambaya  or 
Giizerat,  thefe  brought  fpices,  copper,  callico, 
and  quick-filver,  which  they  exchanged  for 
gold,  amber,  ivory,  pitch»,  and  wax.  The 
King  was  a  Mahometan,  and  ferved  with  much 
greater  ftate  than  the  fovereigns  of  the  places, 
thefe  fhips  had  before  vifited. 

De  Gama  rejoiced  at  feeing  a  city  that  had 
fome  refemblance  to  thofe  of  Protugal,  and  an- 
chored within  a  league  of  it.  But  nobody 
came  on  board  for  fear  of  being  made  prifon- 
ers  ;  for  the  pinnace  the  Admiral  had  juft  be- 
fore taken,  probably  raifed  the  belief  of  their 
being  pirates.  De  Gama  therefore  ordered  an 
Arabian  prifoner  who  was  one  of  thofe  he  had 
taken  in  the  pinnace,  and  had  promifed  to 
get  him  pilots  in  this  place,  to  be  fet  on  a  (helf 
over  againft  the  city,  from  whence  a  boat  came 
immediately  to  fetch  him.  This  man  being 
condufted  to  the  King,  he  informed  him,  that 
the  Admiral  defired  to  enter  into  an  alliance  with 
him.  The  King  returned  an  anfwer  to  the  Ad- 
miral's fatisfaftion,  with  a  prefent  of  three  fheep, 
and  a  confiderable  quantity  of  oranges  and  , 
fagar  canes,  which  was  returned  with  a  pre- 
fent of  a  hat,  three  brafs  bafons,  fome  fmall 
bells,  and  two  fcarves. 

The  next  day  de  Gama  proceeded  with  his 
fhips  nearer  the  city,  and  anchored  by  four 
veffels  belonging  to  the  Chriftians  of  India, 
where  the  King  fent  fome  perfons  to  vifit  him, 
and  to  let  him  know,  that  he  himfelf  would 
vifit  him  the  next  day. 

Ja 
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In  tlie  mean  time  the  Chriflians  from  the  In- 
dia ihips,  with  the  King's  leave  vifited  de  Gama. 
They  were  well  proportioned,  and  of  a  brown 
complexion.  They  v/ore  long  gowns  of  white 
callico  ;  their  beards  were  large,  and  their  hair, 
which  v/as  long  like  that  of  wbmen,  was  plaited 
under  their  turbans.  They  had  feme  little 
knowledge  of  the  Arabic,  from  their '  trading 
with  the  Arabs,  of  whom  they  advifed  the  Ad- 
miral to  be  upon  his  guard.  On  feeing  a  pic- 
ture reprefenting  the  Wx'gmMary  and  fomc  of 
the  Apoftles,  they  fell  down  and  worfhipped 
it,  for  which  purpofe  they  afterwards  repaired 
thither  every  day,  ridiculoufly  offering  to  the 
pifture,  pepper  and  other  things. 

The  next  day,  in  the  afternoon,  the  King  of 
Melinda  came  in  a  large  boat,  drelfed  in  a  gown 
of  crimfon  damalk,  lined  with  green  fattin,  with 
a  rich  fcarf  rolled  round  his  head.  He  fat  in 
a  very  handfome  chair,  neatly  inlaid  with  wire, 
on  a  iilk  cufliion,  with  another  by  him.,  on 
which  was  placed  a  hat  of  crimfon  fattin.  Near 
him  flood  an  old  man,  who  held  a  very  rich 
fword  with  a  filver  fcabbard.  He  was  alfo  at- 
tended with  about  zo  of  his  fubjedls  richly 
drefied  with  muficians,  who  played  on  fackbuts, 
and  two  ivory  flutes,  eight  fpans  in  length, 
neatly  made,  with  a  little  hole  in  tlie  middle, 
on  which  they  played.  De  Gama  went  to  meet 
the  King  in  his  boat,  adorned  with  flags,  and 
attended  by  twelve  of  the  principal  perfons  in 
his  three  fliips.  After  many  falutations,  he  at 
the  King's  defire  went  into  his  boat.    His  ma- 

icfty  viewed  him  and  his  men  very  attentively, 
*     ■'  „n..„j 
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■aiked  him  feveral  queflions  in  relation  to  the 
country  he  came  from,  the  name  of  his  King, 
and  the  motives  which  had  brought  him  into 

'  thofe  Teas.  Thefe  queflions  the  Admiral  aiir 
fwered,  after  which  the  king  promifed  him  a 
pilot  for  Calicut,  and  invited  him  to  take  the 
pleafure  his  palace  alForded.  De  Gama  howr 
ever  excufed  himfelf ;  but  promifed  to  call 
there  at  his  return,  and  at  the  fame  time  made 
iis  majefty  aprefent  of  all  theprifoners  he  had 
lately  taken,  at  which  he  was  highly  pleafed. 

The  King  was  afterwards  rowed  up  to  the 
ihips,  v/hich  he  beheld  with  furprife,  and  was 
highly  delighted  with  the  firing  of  the  ordi- 
nance, telling  the  Admiral,  that  he  never  faw 
any  men  who  pleafed  him  fo  well  as  the  Portu- 

'  guefc,  and  he  wifhed  he  had  fome  of  them  to 
iail'tll  him  in  his  wars.    At  parting  the  Admiral 

■  allowed  two  men  to  accompany  him,  and  had  his 
fbn,  and  an  ecclefiaftic,  as  hortages  for  their  re- 
turn. The  next  day  de  Gama,  and  one  of  the 
Captains  of  his  fliips  went  with  armed  boats  to 
the  fhore,  to  have  a  nearer  view  of  the  city. 

On  the  2 1  ft  of  April,  de  Gama  was  vifited  by 
a  perfon  of  rank,  and  as  he  had  not  feen  any- 
body from  the  city  for  two  days  before,  he  be- 
j;an  to  be  uneafy,  and  to  apprehend  the  King's 
bfing  offended  at  his  refufing  to  land,  and 
his  fufpicions  encreafed,  when  he  found  that 
this  perfon,  who  came  from  the  King,  brought 
no  pilot  v/ith  him,  of  which  the  King  being 
in.formed,  he  immediately  fent  him  a  Gentile  of 
Ciiizerat.  This  pilot,  de  Faria  obfervcs,  was 
Jo  expert  in  navigation,  that  being  fhewn  an 

aftro- 
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aftrolabe,  he  took  little  notice  of  it,  as  being 
ufed  to  more  confiderable  inftruments,  and  it 
is  faid  that      Gama  found  a  compafs,  charts, 
and  quadrants,  in  ufe  upon  thefe  coafts. 

De  Gama  fet  fail  from  Melinda  on  the  22d  of 
April,  and  refolved  now  to  quit  the  fhores,  which, 
he  had  hitherto  coalled,  and  trud  himfelf  ia 
the  main  ocean,  under  theconduftof  this  fkil- 
ful  pilot.  In  this  run  he  had  remarkably  good 
weather,  and  croffed  that  great  fca  of  700 
leagues,  which  lies  between  Africa  and  the  hi- 
ther peninfula  of  India  in  23  days.  On  the 
17th  of  May  they  faw  land,  and  on  the  20tli 
the  pilot  perceived  the  mountains  of  Calicut, 
and  immediately  informing  the  Admiral,  the 
latter  was  fo  tranfported  with  joy,  that  he  made 
an  entertainment  for  the  whole  crew,  and  foon 
after  came  to  an  anchor  in  an  open  road  two 
leagues  below  Calicut, 


C  H  A  E, 


EAST-INDIES.  2J 


C  H  A  P.  III. 

J5e  Gama  Iwoited  to  Court.  A  Defcription  of  the 
Temples  near  Calicut.  De  Gama  obtains  an 
Audience  of  the  Zamorin,  nuho  giws  him  a 
fa-vom-able  Reception,  hut  being  afterwards  im- 
pofed  upon  by  the  Intrigues  of  the  Arabian  Mer- 
£  bants,  treats  him  nvith  fome  Se-verity,  and  the 
Admiral  is  confined ;  hut  at  length  fet  at  Liberty, 
'The  mofi  material  Tranfa£iion,  till  their  leaving 
Calicut,  'voith  fome  Account  of  the  Manners  and 
Cujloms  of  the  People. 

ON  the  20th  of  May  the  Admiral  came  to 
an  anchor  on  the  coaft  of  Malabar,  abouE 
two  leagues  from  Calicut,  and  foon  after  feveral 
fifcermen  in  their  boats  rowed  up  to  the  fleet, 
greatly  admiring  the  fhips.  They  were  of  a 
brown  complexion  and  naked,  except  a  fmall 
piece  of  linen  which  hung  before.  De  Gama 
gave  thefe  people  a  courteous  reception,  and 
bought  fome  of  their  filh,  after  which  they  con- 
duced him  nearer  to  Calicut,  where  he  call  an- 
chor without  the  bar,  and  immediately  fent  one 
•of  his  banilhed  men  on  fhore  in  one  of  the 
filhermen's  boats,  to  get  intelligence  of  the 
place,  and  to  form  fome  knowledge  of  the  man- 
ner in  which  he  fliould  be  received.  The  peo- 
•ple  immediately  thronged  about  this  ftranger  ; 
afked  the  fifhermen  many  queftions,  and  were 
greatly  furprifed  at  his  drefs,  which  was  fo  un- 
i  like 
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like  that  of  the  Arabs  who  came  from  the  i 
ftreights  of  Mecca.  They  however  carried  him. 
to  the  houfe  of  two  Moors,  one  of  whom  called 
Bontaiho  *  could  fpeak  Spanijh,  and  knowing 
him  to  be  a  Portuguefe,  afked,  What  brought 
■Jiim  thither  ?  and  many  other  queflions  of  the 
like  kind,  which  being  anfwered,  Bimtaiho  faid, 
that  he  was  acquainted  with  the  Portuguefe  at 
Tunis,  whence  he  came ;  but  could  not  con- 
ceive how  any  Portuguefe  fhips  could  come  thi- 
ther. He  then  gave  the  man  fome  refre-fa- 
ments,  and  went  with  him  to  fee  the  Admiral, 
whom  he  no  fooner  faw,  than  he  cried  aloud 
in  Spanijh,  "  Good  luck  !  good  luck  !  Many 
"  rubies,  many  emeralds !  Thou  art  bound  to 
"  give  God  thanks  for  bringing  thee  where 
*'  there  are  all  forts  of  fpices  and  precious 
"  fiones,  with  all  the  riches  in  the  world." 

The  Admiral  and  thofe  vvho  were  with  liira, 
were  fo  furprifed  at  meeting  with  one  who  could  \ 
fpeak  their  language,  fo  far  from  home,  that 
tears  of  joy  ftarted  into  their  eyes.  De  Gama  \ 
embraced  Bontaiho,  and  making  him  fit  down,  | 
feated  himfelf  by  him,  and  alked  if  he  was  a  ( 
Chriftian  ?  and  hov*/  he  came  to  Calicut  ?  Bon-  ; 
taibo  anfwered,  that  he  was  indeed  a  Chri'.tian,  ) 
and  had  been  chief  contractor  for  the  warlike  [ 
ftores  which  King had  purchafed  at  t 
T iinis ;  and  that  he  had  ariived  at  LtJia  by  the  j  ^ 
way  of  Cairo.  He  concluded  with  obfervins;,  j 
that  as  he  had  on  all  occafions  been  a  friend  to  j 
the  Portuguefe,  he  v/ould  now  continue  to  pro-  j 

'  i 

*  De  Faria  calls  him  Monzaide.  ,  !  p 

mote 
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mote  tJieir  defigns'to  the  utmoft  of  his  power. 
De  Gama  thanked  him  heartily,  and  promifed 
to  reward  him  nobly  for  whatever  fervice  he 
fliould  do  him,  declaring,  that  he  was  overjoyed 
at  meeting  with  fuch  a  friend,  and  believed  God 
had  fent  him  thither  before  him  to  give  fuccefs 
to  the  voyage.  He  then  afked  Bontaiho  feveral 
queftions  relating  to  the  Sovereign  of  Calicut,  to 
which  he  replied,  that  he  was  a  Prince  of  a 
Very  good  difpofition,  and  he  did  not  doubt 
but  he  would  gladly  receive  the  Admiral  as 
Ambaflador  from  a  foreign  King,  efpecially,  if 
he  came  to  fettle  a  trade,  and  had  brought  any 
■merchandize  with  him,  fmce  the  King's  reve- 
nue chiefly  arofe  from  the  duties  on  goods : 
that  his  M.ijefty  was  then  at  Panane,  a  village 
fituated  near  the  fea,  five  leagues  from  Calicut, 
and  that  he  ought  immediately  to  fend  his  Ma- 
jefly  notice  of  his  arrival,  which  the  Admiral 
did,  and  difmilTed  Bontaiho  with  prefents. 

The  Zamorin,  or  Emperor,  being  informed 
by  thefe  mefiengers,  that  the  Admiral  had  let- 
ters to  him  from  the  King  of  Portugal,  a  Chrif- 
tian  Prince,  he  fent  to  bid  him  welcome,  and 
at  the  fame  time  ordered  him  a  pilot  to  conduft 
,  him  to  Padarane,  where  there  was  a  good  har- 
5  1  bour  for  the  ihips,  with  orders  for  the  Admiral 
t  j  to  go  from  thence  by  land  to  Calicut,  where  he 
would  be  ready  to  receive  him.  De  Gama  ac- 
cordingly fteered  with  the  fhips  to  Padarane,  but' 
Would  not  enter  too  far  into  the  port  for  fear  of 
treachery.  Here  an  order  was  fent  him  from 
the  Cutwal,  or  officer  for  foreign  affairs,  with 
permifHon  to  land  whenever  he  pleafed.  Upon 
Vol.  VIII.  D  which 
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which  de  Gama  calling  a  council,  let  them 
inow  that  he  intended  to  go  and  fettle  a  treaty 
of  commerce,  and  perpetual  amity  with  the  Za- 
morin :  to  this  his  brother  alledged,  that  tho' 
the  Zamorin  and  the  natives,  as  they  then 
imagined,  were  Chriftians,  yet  there  were  many 
Arabs  among  them,  who  were  their  mortal 
enemies,  and  would  be  ftill  more  fo  from  the 
confideration  of  their  coming  to  interfere  in 
their  trade,  and  therefore,  as  the  fuccefs  of  the 
voyage  depended  on  his  life,  he  thought  it 
more  advifeable  to  fend  fome  other  perfon  in 
his  ftead,  and  in  this  opinion  he  was  feconded 
by  all  the  reft;  but  de  Gama  declared,  that 
whatever  happened  he  was  refolved  to  go  him- 
felf,  alledging  that  it  was  his  Majefty's  interell 
to  encourage  traders,  and  that  he  liad  nothing 
to  fear,  as  the  inhabitants  were  Chriftians ; 
but  that  in  cafe  any  accident  happened  to  him, 
they  ftiould  give  themfelves,  no  concern  about 
his  fafety,  but  fail  direftly  homewards,  to  carry 
to  the  King  of  Portugal  the  news  of  their  hav- 
ing difcovered  the  Indies. 

The  next  day  de  Gama  fet  out  in  his  boat, 
which  was  furniftied  with  ordnance,  attended 
by  12  of  his  officers,  with  flags  waving,  and 
trumpets'  founding.  The  Cutwal  waited  for 
liim  on  ftiore,  attended  by  zoo  Naires,  or  gen- 
tlemen of  the  country,  and  a  multitude  of  peo- 
ple. He  was  received  very  politely  at  his 
landing,  where  there  were  two  litters,  one  for 
him  and  the  other  for  the  Cutwal,  into  which 
having  entered,  they  were  carried  very  fwiftly 
on  men's  Ihoulders,  all  the  reft  going  on  foot. 

At 
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At  a  place  called  Capocats,  they  rafted,  and 
having  dined  on  rice  and  fruit,  they  entered 
fome  boats,  and  failed  down  the  river.  De 
Gama  and  his  attendants  were  afterwards  con- 
duced to  a  large  Indian  temple,  built  of  free- 
ftone,  and  covered  with  tiles.  Over  the  door 
hung  feven  bells,  and  before  it  Hood  a  pillar 
made  of  wire,  as  high  as  the  maft  of  a  Ihip, 
with  a  weathercock  of  the  fame  at  the  top.  At 
the  enterance  of  this  temple,  they  were  met  by 
four  men,  naked  from  the  girdle  upwards,  and 
from  thence  to  the  knees  covered  with  callico, 
and  over  the  {houlder  of  each  were  three  firings 
tied  under  the  left  arm.  They  fprinkled  the 
company  with  a  fpunge  dipped  in  a  fountain, 
and  prefented  to  each,  fanders  wood  powdered 
to  ftrew.  upon  their  heads,  and  with  this,  the 
Portuguefe  made  the  fign  of  the  crofs  on  their 
foreheads.  On  the  walls  of  this  temple  were 
many  painted  images,  fome  with  great  teeth 
flicking  above  an  inch  out  of  their  mouths, 
and  others  with  four  arms,  and  fuch  frightful 
faces,  that  the  Portuguefe  began  to  doubt,  whe- 
ther it  was  a  Chriftian  church  or  not.  In  the 
middle  was  a  little  round  chapel,  over  which 
was  a  tower,  built  with  freeftone,  with  a  fmall 
wire  door,  and  ftone  Hairs,  to  which  they  af- 
cended  on  the  outfide  by  fteps.  In  the  wall 
oppofite  to  this  enterance  flood  an  image,  which 
from  the  darknefs  of  the  place,  could  not  be 
diftindtly  viewed,  and  admittance  was  denied 
to  all,  except  the  prieft,  who  approaching  and 
pointing  to  the  figure,  called  aloud,  Maria ! 
Maria !  when  the  Cutwal  and  his  attendants 
D  a  coming 
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coming  before  the  chapel,  fell  flat  on  the 
ground  with  their  hands  before  them  three 
times,  and  then  prayed  Handing,  while  de 
Gama  and  the  reft  who  took  it  for  an  image  of 
the  Virgin  fell  on  their  knees  and  prayed  ; 
only  one  Juan  de  Sala  who  had  feme  doubt, 
faid  as  he  was  kneeling,  "  If  this  be  the  Devil, 

I  worfliip  God,"  which  made  de  Gama  and 
the  reft  of  the  Portuguefe  fmile. 

They  now  walked  in  proceffion  towards  the 
palace,  followed  by  a  prodigious  multitude  of 
people  ;  but  at  their  entering  the  city,  the  prefs 
was  fo  great,  that  they  were  almoft  llifled,  and 
could  fcarce  move  forward,  which  obliged  the 
Cutwal  to  take  them  into  a  houfe,  where  his 
brother,  who  was  a  perfon  of  great  diltinftion, 
met  him  with  feveral  Naires,  who  were  fent  by 
the  Zamorin  to  condudl  de  Gama  to  court. 
Thefe  were  preceded  by  trumpets  and  fackbuts, 
and  one  of  the  Naires  had  a  fmall  piece  of  ord- 
nance which  he  difcharged  from  time  to  time. 
After  the  coming  of  the  Cutwal's  brother,  the 
people  fell  behind  with  as  much  refpeft,  as  if 
the  Zamorin  had  been  there  in  perfon.  They 
were  now  attended  by  at  leaft  3000  men  in 
arms,  and  de  Gama  was  highly  pleafed  with 
the  manner  of  his  reception  ;  for  turning  to 
thofe  who  were  with  him,,  he  faid,  "  They  lit- 
"  tie  think  in  Pcr/a^a/ what  honour  is  done  us 
"  here." 

An  hour  before  fun-fet  they  arrived  at  the 
Zamorin's  palace,  which  was  very  large,  and 
made  an  handfome  appearance,  it  being  fur- 
rounded  with  a  variety  of  trees,  and  accom- 

dated 
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dated  with  delightful  gardens,  adorned  with 
fountains.  At  the  palace  gate  they  were  re- 
ceived by  feveral  of  the  grandees,  who  con- 
duced them  through  five  large  courts,  with 
gates  to  each,  attended  by  ten  porters,  who 
were  obliged  to  lay  about  them  with  their  flicks 
to  clear  the  way,  and  on  their  approaching  the 
audience  chamber,  were  met  by  the  fling's 
diief  Bramin,  a  little  old  man,  who  embraced 
de  Gama,  and  conduced  them  all  in ;  but  the 
people  prefled  fo  violently  to  get  in  v.-ith  them, 
in  order  to  fee  the  Zamorin,  that  feveral  were 
fqueezed  to  death,  and  this  had  like  to  have 
been  the  fate  of  two  of  the  Portiiguefe,  had  not 
the  porters  laid  on  unmercifully  to  make  room 
for  them. 

The  hall  into  which  the  Portuguefe  were  con- 
dufted,  was  fet  round  with  feats,  rifing  one 
above  another  in  the  manner  of  an  amphi- 
theatre ;  the  floor  was  covered  with  a  rich  car- 
per, and  the  walls  hung  with  filk  tapeftry  in- 
terwoven with  gold.    The  Zamorin,  who  was 
of  a  brown  complexion,  lufty  and  advanced  in 
]  I  years,  lay  reclined  upon  a  fopha  covered  with 
"  \  white  filk  wrought  with  gold,  with  a  rich  ca- 
''     nopy  over  his  head.    He  wore  a  fhort  coat  of 
fine  callico,  adorned  with  branches  and  rofes  of 
i  beaten  gold.     It  was  buttoned  with  large 
pearls,  and  the  button  holes  were  of  gold 
thread ;  about  his  wailt  was  a  piece  of  white 
^5  ;  callico,  which  reached  to  his  knees.    On  his 
I  head  was  a  mitre  adorned  with  jewels ;  in  his 
I  ears  were  jewels  of  the  fame  kind,  and  both 
™'  I  his  toes  and  fingers  fparkled  with  diamond 
D  3  rings, 
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lings.  His  arms  and  legs  were  naked  ami 
adorned  with  gold  bracelets,  and  in  fhort  his 
perfon  was  graceful,  and  his  air  noble  an,d 
ihajeftic.  Near  him  Hood  a  gold  bafon  on  an' 
high  ftandj  out  of  which  one  of  his  atten- 
dants ferved  him  with  betel,  which  he  chewed 
with  fait  and  areca, 'an  apple  no  bigger  than- 
an  hazel-nut.  There  was  another  gold  vef-- 
iel  for  the  King  to  fpit  in,  and  a  gold  foun-; 
f-aih  with  "water  to  wafli  his  mouth.  All  pre- 
fent  held  their  left  hand  before  their  mouths 
that  their  breath  might  not  reach  the  Zamo- 
rin,  before  whom  it  is  reckoned  offenfive  to 
•]pit  or  fneeze. 

-  On  -de  Ga?i!a\s  appoaching  the  Zamorin,  lie 
according  to  the  cuitom  of  the  country,  bowed 
his  body  three  times,  with  his  hands  above  his 
head,  his  Majefty  looked  on  him  with  com- 
placeHCy  ;  but  returned  his  falute  in  fo  flight 
a  manner,  that  the  motion  of  his  bead  could 
fcarcely  be  perceived,  then  making  figns  to 
iiim  to  advance,  he  caufed  him  to  be  feated 
iiear  him,  and  the  reft  entering  and  bowing  in 
the  fame  manner,  he  gave  orders  for  their  be- 
tng  feated  oppofite  to  him,  and  water  to  be 
brought  for  them  to  cool  their  hands,  it  beinc^ 
very  hot  though'  in  winter.  He  then  ordered 
a  collation  of  figs  and  jakas  *  to  be  brought  in, 
and  on  their  calling;  for  water  to  drink,  a  eold 
cup  with  a  fpout  was  brought  them,  when  be^ 
ing  informed  that  the  Malabars  reckoned  ifi 

*  ^ee  the  defcriptlon  of  this  fruit  i7i  Dampier's 
Voyage  round  the  World.  Chap,  IH. 
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indecent  to  touch  the  veffel  with  their  Hps 
when  drinking,  they  in  compliance  with  the 
cuftom,  held  it  at  fome  diftance  above  their 
mouths ;  but 'not  being  ufed  to  that  manner  of 
receiving  liquor,  it  either  overcharged  their 
throats,  and  made  them  cough,  or  falling  on 
one  fide,  wet  their  cloaths,  which  made  diver- 
iion  for  the  whole  court. 

At  length  the  Zamorin  ordered  de  Gama,  by 
his  interpreter,  to  lay  his  bufmefs  before  his 
officers,  who  were  prefent,  that  he  might  be 
informed  of  it  from  them,  upon  which  the  Ad- 
miral let  him  know,  that  he  could  not  with 
honour  recede  from  the  cuftom  obferved  by  the 
Chriftian  Princes  of  Europe,  which  was  to  hear 
Embafladors  themfelves,  in  the  prefence  of  only 
a  few  of  their  Councellors.  The  Zamorin, 
faid,  that  he  approved  that  cuftom,  and  or- 
dering de  Gama  to  be  conducted  into  another 
apartment,  which  was  like  the  firft,  followed 
with  only  his  interpreter,  his  chief  Bramin, 
his  Betel  Server,  and  the  Comptroller  of  the 
houftiold.  Being  feated  on  a  fopha,  he  afked 
the  Admiral  vvhat  country  he  came  from,  and 
the  occafion  of  his  coming,  to  which  he  an- 
fvveredy  that  he  was  EmbalTador  from  the 
King  of  Portugal,  the  greateft  Monarch  for 
power  and  riches  in  all  the  weft,  v/ho  having 
heard  that  there  were  Chriftian  Kings  in  the 
Indies,  of  whom  the  King  of  Calicut  xvas  re- 
ported to  be  the  chief,  he  had  thought  fit  to 
fend  an  Embaflador  to  fettle  a  trade  and  friend- 
fhip  v/ith  him,  and  that  the  predecefibrs  of 
the  King  his  mafter,  had  for  the  fpace  of  three- 
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Icore  years  attempted  to  dilcover  India  by  fen  ;  I 
but  that  none  of  his  Captains  had  till  now,  ji 
been  able  to  accomplifli  that  defign.    In  con-  t 
firmation  of  the  truth  of  what  he  advanced, 
he  promifed  to  produce  the  letters  of  his  King 
at  the  next  audience,  and  obferved,  that  he  | 
had  orders  to  tell  his  Majefty,  that  the  King 
his  mafter  was  his  friend  and  brother,  and 
hoped,  that  if  his  Majefty  accepted  of  his  |!' 
friendfliip,  he  would  fend  his  EmbafTador  to 
Fcriigal  to  confirm  it.    The  Zamorin  replied, 
that  nothing  could  be  more  agreeable  to  him 
than  fuch  an  alliance,  and  then  alked  feveral 
queftions,  in  relation  to  the  King's  power  ;  the 
dillance  between  Calicut  and  PortttgrJ,  and  how  , 
-long  he  had  been  on  his  voyage.    Thefe  quef- 
tions  the  Admiral  anfwered.    But  it  being  now 
late,  and  he  chufmg  to  lodge  in  a  houfe  by 
himfelf,  and  not  with  either  the  Indians  or  the 
Chriftians,  ordered  his  faftor,  who  was  an  In- 
dinn,  to  go  with  him,  and  provide  whatever 
he  fhould  have  occafion  for :  He  was  alfo  ac- 
companied by  the  Cutwal  and  his  attendants, 
but  there  falling  a  heavy  rain,  they  were  forced  \ 
to  fhelter  themfelves  at  the  faftor'f,  who  would 
have  lent  him  a  horfe  ;  but  as  he  had  no  fad- 
die,  he  chofe  rather  to  go  on  foot  to  his  lodg- 
ing, v/hither  his  men  had  already  carried  his 
baggage. 

Thus  every  thing  feemed  to  offer  dc  Gama 
the  faireft  profpeft  for  promoting  the  glory 
and  advantage  of  his  nation,  but  he  was  even 
row  on  the  brink  of  feeing  them  raviftied  from 
him.    Formidable  rivals  rofe  up  againft  him. 

Maho- 
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Mahometanifm  had  followed  the  Tartars 
to  the  Indies,  when  they  took  pofTeflloa  of 
thefe  vail  countries,  and  was  as  predorainent 
there  as  Paganifm.  The  declared  hatred  that 
the  Muflelmans  then  bore  to  the  Chriftians,  a- 
nimated  them  againft  the  Chriftians ;  and  be- 
fides,  the  Jrabs  carried  on  a  very  confiderable 
commerce  in  the  countries  of  Mogul  and  Ma- 
labar, to  which  they  came  from  tlie  coafts  of 
Africa,  Arabia,  and  Perjia ;  being  the  fole  de- 
pofitaries  of  the  riches  of  the  Indies,  they 
brought  them  to  Europe,  whence  they  drew 
immenfe  profits ;  and  the  fear  of  being  fup- 
planted,  made  them  confpire  the  deftruftion  of 
the  Portuguefe. 

The  next  merning  the  Admiral  refolving  to 
make  the  Zamorin  a  prefent,  fent  for  the  Cut- 
wal  and  the  faftor  to  fee  it.  It  confifted  of 
four  pieces  of  fcarlet,  fix  hats,  four  branches 
of  coral,  a  parcel  of  brafs,  a  chell  of  fugar, 
two  barrels  of  oil,  and  two  of  honey.  At  the 
fight  of  thefe  things  the  Faftor  and  Cutwal 
laughed,  faying,  that  it  was  not  a  prefent  fit 
for  the  Zamorin,  and  that  the  poorefl:  Mer- 
chant who  came  to  that  port  gave  a  better.  In 
Ihort,  that  if  he  would  make  a  prefent  it  muft 
be  in  gold.  De  Gama  replied,  with  fome  re- 
fentment,  that  if  he  had  come  there  to  trade 
he  would  have  brought  gold ;  but  he  was  no 
merchant,  but  an  EmbafTador,  and  that  the 
prefent  was  from  himfelf,  and  not  from  the 
King  his  mafter,  who  on  hearing  of  the  Za- 
morin's  greatnefs  would  fend  him  a  prefent 
.worthy  his  acceptance.    They  replied,  that  it 
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might  be  fo,  but  that  it  was  cuftomary  for 
every  ftranger  wlio  came  to  fpeak  with  the 
Zamorin,  to  make  him  a  prefent  fuitable  to 
his  dignity,  and  abfolutely  refufed  to  give  their 
confent  to  its  being  carried  to  him. 

De  Gama  being  much  incenfed,  told  them, 
that  fmce  he  could  not  have  their  confents,  he 
■would  go  himfelf  and  Ipeak  to  the  Zamorin. 
This  they  pretended  to  approve ;  but  faid 
they  had  a  little  bufinefs  in  the  city,  and  de- 
fired  him  to  Itay  till  they  returned,  fmce  the 
Zamorin  would  not  be  pleafed  at  his  going  to 
the  palace  without  them.  De  Gama  promifcd 
to  wait  for  them,  but  they  did  not  return  that 
day. 

Thefe  officers'  had  indeed  been  gained  over 
ty  the  Arabs,  v/ho  had  received  intelligence 
from  the  coafl:  of  Afyica  of  what  the  Portuguefg 
had  done  there,  and  that  they  came  only  as 
fpies  to  difcover  the  ftate  of  the  city  of  Cali- 
cut. Upon  which  they  confulted  how  to  de- 
ftroy  the  Admiral's  credit  with  the  Zamorin, 
fo  as  to  induce  him  to  feize  his  fliips,  and  de- 
ftroy  all  the  men.  The  principal  perfons  a- 
mong  the  Arabs  repaired  to  the  Zaromin,  and 
cautioning  him  not  to  be  deceived  by  his  new 
guefts,  aflured  him,  that  he  was  no  Embafi'a- 
dor,  but  a  pirate,  who  had  committed  thej 
greatell  outrages  at  Mo/ambique,  Mombajfa,  Me4 
linda,  and  other  places  on  the  coafl:  of  Africa,, 
cf  which  tiiey  had  obtained  intelligence  from 
their  fadlors.  They  alfo  got  the  Cutwal,  whq 
was  in  great  credit  with  the  Zamorin,  to  fe-i; 
ccnd  their  attempt,  by  alledging  the  poornels' 

of 


caiife 
1 


EAST  INDIES.  35 

of  the  prefent,  as  a  proof  of  de  Gaina!^  being 
no  Embafiador.  Mean  while  they  went  to  the 
Admiral's  lodging,  under  the  pretence  of  gi- 
ving him  their  friendly  advice,  and  particu- 
larly recommended  his  making  a  prefent,  in 
order  to  induce  him  to  Ihew  them  what  he 
had  prepared,  that  they  might  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  undervaluing  it.  He  accordingly  let 
them  fee  it,  when  they  told  him,  that  the 
Tadlor  and  Cutwal  had  reafon  to  be  difpleafed 
with  it,  and  advifed  him  not  to  fend  it,  left 
the  Zamorin  Ihonld  think  he  did  it  to  affront 
him.  Bontaibo  v/as  of  the  fame  mind,  and 
wondered  how  he  could  be  fo  poorly  provided. 
When  de  Gama  being  mortified  at  thefe 
fpeeches,  which  he  thought  proceeded  from 
friendlhip,  alledged  the  fame  excufe  he  had 
jTiade  the  Cutwal. 

This  officer  and  the  faftor  did  not  come  near 
the  Admiral  till  the  next  day  in  the  afternoon, 
and  on  his  refenting  their  treatment,  turned 
the  difcourfe  upon  other  fubjedls,  and  took 
him  with  them  to  court.  As  the  Zamorin's 
mind  had  been  m^ch  changed  by  the  repre- 
fentation  that  had  been  made  to  him,  he  kept 
de  Gatita  waiting  three  hours,  and  when  he  was 
admitted,  told  him  with  a  look  of  anger,  that 
he  had  waited  for  him  all  the  day  before.  De 
Gama  being  unv/illing  to  mention  the  true 
caufe,  left  it  Ihould  introduce  the  fubjeft  of 
the  prefent,  alledged  in  his  excufe,  that  he  had 
been  fatigued  with  his  journey.  But  the  Za- 
morin, immediately  afked  how  it  could  happen, 
that  if  he  came  EmbafTador  from  fo  great  and 
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rich  a  Prince,  as  he  faid  his  mailer  w:ts,  he 
brought  no  prefent  from  him,  and  that  he  could 
t\ot  tell  what  to  make  of  an  embafiy  of  friend- 
ftiip,  without  fuch  a  necefTary  credential.  De 
Gama  made  the  old  apology,  adding,  that  his 
Majefty  might  be  fure  that  his  Sovereign  would 
fend  him  a  noble  prefent,  in  cafe  he  lived  to 
carry  back  the  news  of  his  difcovery.  The 
Zamorin  then  demanded  whether  his  mafter 
fent  him  to  difcover  Itones  or  men,  if  the  lat- 
ter, added  he,  why  did  he  fend  me  no  prefent 
by  you.    But  fmce,  fays  he,  you  hay e  brought  i 
me  none,  I  hear  you  have  a  St.  Mary  in  gold, 
and  defire  I  may  have  that.    De  Gamo  a  little 
confounded  at  this  demand,  replied,  that  the 
image  he  was  told  of  was  not  of  gold,  but 
wood  gilt ;  but  as  it  had  preferved  them  at  fea 
he  defired  to  be  excufed  from  parting  with  it. 
To  this  the  Zamorin  made  no  anfwer,  but 
afked  for  the  letters,  one  of  which  was  writ- 
ten in  Portuguefe,  and  the  other  in  Jrahic.  De 
Gama  fufpefting  the  integrity  of  the  King's 
interpreter,  defired  he  might  have  thofe  who 
were  ChriiHans ;  but  none  being  to  be  found, 
he  propofed  Bontaibo  for  one,  who  read  the 
letter  aloud,  and  as  it  was  the  Zamorin's  in- 
tereft  to  encourage  the  refort  of  meichants  to 
his  dominion?,  he  feemed  very  well  pleafed  cf 
with  the  letter,  and  afluming  a  more  friendly  ]  fiu 
countenance,  began  to  enquire  about  the  com-Jjuti] 
modities  of  Portugal,  of  which       Gama  im-j  le 
mediately  gave  him  an  account,  adding,  thatj  msi\ 
he  brought  famples  of  them  all  to  lliew  his'  In 
Majefl-y.    He  then  defired  that  he  would  per-  fc; 
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Imt  him  to  go  on  board  to  fend  them  on  fliore, 
and  offered  to  leave  four  or  five  of  his  men 
behind  till  his  return.  The  Zamorin  replied, 
there  was  no  neceffity  for  his  men's  Hay,  and 
that  he  might  bring  his  merchandife  on  Ihore, 
and  fell  them  to  the  beft  advantage. 

The  next  day  the  Cutwal  fent  de  Gama  a 
horfe,  but  being  without  furniture,  he  defired, 
that  inllead  of  it  he  might  have  an  open  chair, 
which  was  fent.  In  this  he  fet  out  for  Pa)i- 
darane  accompanied  by  feveral  Naires.  The 
Arabs  now  finding  the  Admiral  was  going  to 
his  flaips,  and  apprehending  that  he  would 
not  come  any  more  on  fhore,  hafted  to  the 
Cutwal,  who  ftaid  behind  in  Calicut,  and  by ' 
a  large  bribe  prevailed  on  him  to  purfue  de 
Gama  and  detain  him  prifoner,  that  they  might 
have  an  opportunity  of  killing  him,  promifmg 
to  obtain  his  pardon  of  the  Zamorin  for  ail- 
ing contrary  to  his  orders.  The  Cutwal  there- 
fore fet  out,  and  having  overtaken  de  Camay 
alked  him  why  he  v/as  in  fuch  hafte,  and  if  he 
was  running  away;  to  which  he  anfwered,  That 
he  was  running  away  from  the  heat.  On  their 
arrival  at  Pandarane,  the  Admiral  demanded  a 
boat  to  go  on  board  ;  but  the  Cutwal  earnelHy 
difluaded  him,  on  account  of  the  diftance 
of  the  fhips,  and  its  being  dark,  and  at  the 
fame  time  gave  private  orders  to  the  boat- 
men to  keep  out  of  the  way,  by  which  means 
he  was  obliged  to  flay  ail  night ;  but  in  the 
morning  the  Cutwal,  inilead  of  bringing  a 
boat,  defired  him  to  order  his  fhips  nearer  to 
Ihore.    De  Gama,  however,  iniilled  chat  he 
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would  give  no  fuch  order,  fince  that  would 
make  his  brother  conclude  that  he  was  de- 
tained a  prifoner,  upon  which  he  would  return 
to  Portugal  v/ithout  him.  The  Cutwal  then 
replied  in  an  imperious  tone,  that  if  he  would 
not  do  what  he  demanded,  he  Ihould  not  go 
on  board.  De  Gafna  threatned  to  complain  to 
the  Zamorin,  when  the  Cutwal  told  him  that 
he  might  go  and  make  his  complaint,  but  at 
the  fame  time  ordered  the  doors  of  his  lodg- 
ing to  be  kept  Ihut,  and  feveral  Naires  to 
Hand  guard  with  their  drawn  fwords,  while 
others  were  placed  without  to  oppofe  the  Por~ 
tuguefe,  in  cafe  they  Ihould  attempt  to  break 
them  open.  Fear  however  reftrained  the  Cut- 
wal from  laying  violent  hands  on  the  Admiral, 
and  feeing  that  de  Gmna  would  not  give  him 
an  opportunity  of  boarding  the  fliips,  by  hav- 
ing them  brought  clofe  to  the  fhore,  he  de- 
iired  that  their  fails  and  rudders  might  be 
landed,  which  de  GajnanUo  abfolutely  refufed. 

At  that  inftant  one  of  the  Admiral's  attend- 
ants informed  him,  that  he  had  met  v/ith  one 
of  his  Captains,  who  waited  for  him  with  his 
boats,  upon  which  he  fent  him  back  with  or- 
ders privately  to  inform,  him  of  his  condition, 
and  to  order  him  to  return  fpeedily  to  the  Ihips 
to  prevent  their  being  furprifed.  But  he  had 
fcarce  put  off  from  fhore,  when  the  Cutwal 
being  informed  of  it,  fent  feveral  armed  boats 
in  purfuit  of  him,  though  without  effett. 

The  Cutwal  continued  to  prefs  De  Gama  to 
write  to  his  brother  to  bring  the  fhips  near  the 
fliore,  and  the  day  being  fpent  in  thefe  difputes, 
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he  and  his  men  were  put  into  a  great  yard  en- 
compafled  with  walls,  under  a  ftronger  guard 
than  before,  which  made  him  apprehend  his 
being  feparated  from  his  attendants  the  next 
day.  The  Cutwal,  however,  afterwards  fupped 
with  the  Admiral,  and  wondered  as  much  at 
feeing  how  patiently  he  bore  his  confinement, 
as  at  his  refolution  in  refufing  to  comply  with 
his  demand.  The  next  day  he  told  de  Gama, 
that  it  was  the  cuftom  for  all  fliips  on  their  ar- 
rival at  Calicut  to  land  both  their  goods  and 
men,  v.'ho  were  not  to  return  on  board  till  all 
were  fold.  However,  as  foon  as  the  merchan- 
dize was  brought  on  Ihore  from  his  Ihips,  he 
would  fufFer  him  to  return  on  board.  Though 
de  Gama  placed  no  confidence  in  the  Cutwal's 
words,  he  told  him,  that  he  would  fend  for  the 
merchandize,  provided  he  would  furnifli  boats, 
for  that  he  knew  his  brother  would  not  fend  the 
fhip's  boat  while  he  himfelf  was  not  on  board. 
The  Cutwal  confented  to  this  propofal,  in  hopes 
of  getting  all  the  goods  into  his  own  pollef- 
fion,  upon  which  de  Gama  difpatched  two  of 
his  men  v/ith  a  letter,  to  let  him  know  the 
terms  they  had  agreed  upon,  and  that,  though 
he  was  confined,  he  was  otherwife  well  ufed, 
I  I  direfting  him  to  fend  part  of  the  cargo  on 
1  1  fhore,  and  in  cafe  he  was  afterwards  detained, 
1  I  he  fhould  think  he  was  kept  prifoner  by  tlie 
5  Zamorin's  orders,  with  a  view  of  gaining  time 
for  arming  his  fhips  to  feize  theirs,  in  which 
5  cafe  he  advifed  him  to  return  immediately  to 
,j  Portugal,  to  advife  the  King  and  Council  to 
fend  a  ftrong  fleet  to  refcue  his  fubjefts  out  of 
I  .  E  2  flavery. 
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flavery,  and  fecure  the  trade  of  a  rich  country 
lb  happily  difcovered. 

Paul  de  Gama  immediately  fent  the  goods; 
but  let  the  Admiral  know  that  he  would  not 
return  without  him,  and  that  if  they  did  not 
inllantly  releafe  him,  he  would  force  them  to 
it  with  his  ordnance.    However,   the  goods 
being  landed,  the  Admiral  was  fuffered  to  go 
to  his  ihips,  but  was  no  fooner  on  board,  than 
he  refolved  neither  to  go  on  Ihore,  nor  to  fend 
more  goods  till  thofe  already  landed  were  fold.  \ 
This  vexed  the  Jrabs,  who  now  faw  him  out 
of  their  reach,  and  endeavoured  to  do  him  all  j 
the  mifchief  in  their  power,  by  undervaluing  | 
his  merchandife.  j 

In  the  mean  time  the  Admiral  fent  Diegf> 
Diaz,  his  faftor,  to  inform  the  Zamorin  of  his 
reafons  for  adting  in  this  manner,  and  of  the  i 
injuries  he  had  fuifered,  both  from  the  Cut-  I 
wal  and  the  Arabs.     The  Zamorin  feemed  '  i 
much  incenfed ;   promifed  to  punifli  the  of-  i 
fenders,  and  to  fend  fome  merchants  to  pur-  i  i 
chafe  the  goods.    Accordingly,  feven  or  eight  [  J 
Guzerat  merchants,  and  a  Naire,  were  fent  !  ( 
with  the  faftor,  with  orders  to  remain  in  the  \  j, 
faftory,  and  not  to  fufFer  any  Arab  to  come  |  d 
near  it.     But  the  Guzerats   being  privately 
brought  over  by  the  Arabs,  bought  nothing,  \  % 
upon  which  tjic  Admiral  fuppofmg  there  were-  j  (j 
no  merchants  in  the  place,  fent  to  defire  the 
Zamorin  to  give  him  leave  to  remove  them  to  |j 
Calicut,  which  was  granted,  and  the  Cutwal  I  l 
was  ordered  to  have  them  conveyed  thither,  I  (, 
and  a  houfe  provided  for  them  at  his  Majefty'a  Jj 


expence. 
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expence.  De  Gama,  though  he  would  not  land 
himfelf,  now  gave  his  men  liberty,  by  turns, 
to  fee  the  city,  where  they  were  kindly  re- 
ceived by  the  Indians,  and  fold  their  goods  with 
the  utmoft  freedom.  The  natives,  on  the 
other  hand,  daily  reforted  to  the  Ihips  in  boats, 
either  to  fell  provifions,  or  out  of  mere  cu- 

i  riofity,   and  were  kindly  entertained  by  the 

i  Admiral's  order. 

I      Thus  matters  went  on  quietly  till  the  loth 

I  of  Augujl,  when  the  feafon  for  returning  from 
'  the  Indies  being  come,  de  Gama  fent  Diaz  his 

fadlor  to  the  Zamorln  with  a  prefent  of  fcarves, 
filk,  coral,  and  other  things,  ordering  him  to  let 
his  Majefty  know  that  he  intended  to  depart, 
and  to  defu'c  in  cafe  he  was  difpofed  to  fend 
an  EmbafTador  to  Portugal,  that  he  might  be 
difpatched.  He  alfo  informed  the  Zamorin,  that 
he  defigned  to  leave  his  fadlor  and  fecretary  at 
Calicut,  with  the  goods  that  were  there,  till 
the  arrival  of  the  next  fleet  from  Europe,  and 
as  a  confirmation  of  his  having  being  in  India, 
i  defired  his  Majefty  would  fend  his  mall:er,a  bahar 

I I  of  cinnamon,  another  of  cloves,  and  a  third 
:  of  other  fpices,  which  lliould  be  paid  for  out 
el  of  the  firft  goods  that  were  fold. 

y  Diaz  after  waiting  four  days  was  admitted 
, '  to  the  prefence  of  the  Zamorin,  who  with  a 
e  frowning  countenance  afked  him  what  he  want- 
ic  ed.  Diaz,  with  great  tremor  delivered  his  mef- 
w/fage,  and  was  going  to  offer  the  prefent,  when 
3l;the  Zamorin  refufed  to  fee  it,  and  ordered  it 
r,  to  be  delivered  to  his  faftor,  and  then  bid 
'ijhim  tell  the  Admiral  that  if  he  would  go,  he 
E  3  might, 
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might,  but  that  he  fhould  firfl:,  according  to 
the  cuflom  of  the  port,  pay  him  600  fharafins.  i 
Diaz  however,  had  no  fooner  returned  to  the 
faftory,  than  he  was  confined  there,  and  pro- 
clamation was  made  through  the  city,  to  for- 
bid any  perfons  going  on  board  the  fleet  upon 
pain  of  death.     However,  Bontaibo  had  the 
courage  to  difobey  this  command,  in  order  to 
advife  the  Admiral  to  be  on  his  guard,  and  to 
let  him  know  that  the  Arabs  had  perfuaded 
the  Zamorin  that  the  Portuguefe  were  pirates,  \ 
and  came  with  no  other  defign,  but  to  carry 
off  by  force  the  merchandize  brought  to  the 
city,  and  to  pry  into  the  ftrength  of  the  coun- 
try, in  order  to  return  with  a  fleet  fufficient 
to  invade  it.    This  information  was  confirmed 
by  two  Malabars,  and  in  the  night  a  Negro 
fervant  belonging  to  Diaz,  came  in  a  fifhing-  1 
boat  to  inform  de  Gama  what  had  happened.  | 
But  though  he  v/as  highly  incenfed,  he  re-  ■  | 
folved  to  wait  a  little  to  fee  the  ifliie.    Two  1 
days  after,  four  boys  came  on  board,  bringing  j 
precious  ftones  to  fell,  but  though  the  Adirti-  !  1 
ral  took  them  for  fpies,  he  feemed  to  be  igno-  j 
rant  of  what  had  paffed,  and  fuff'ered  them  to  | 
depart,  in  hopes  of  alluring  on  board  others 
of  more  confequence.    This  had  the  defired  |  ,J 
efFeft,  for  the  Zamorin  imagining  from  hence  j 
that  de  Gama  was  ignorant  of  the  imprifon-  j  [ 
ment  of  his  faftor  and  fecretary,  fent  people  \ 
on  board,  to  amufc  him,  till  he  could  fit  out  I 
a  fleet,  or  the  (hips  of  Mecca  fhould  arrive  to  , 
to    take   him.       At  length    there    com.ing  e 
fix  of  the  prlncirizl  Ma/abars  v/ith  15  att&nd--,  | 

ants, 
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ants,  he  ordered  them  to  be  feized,  and 
fent  back  two  of  the  boatmen,  with  a  letter 
in  the  Malabar  tongue,  to  the  Zamorin's  fac- 
tor, demanding  his  fadlor  and  fecretary  in  ex- 
change. 

This  letter  being  Ihewn  to  the  Zamorin,  he 
ordered  his  faftor  to  take  the  prifoners  home 
with  him,  that  he  might  not  feem  to  know  of 
their  feizure,  and  from  thence  to  fend  them  to 
the  Admiral ;  but  de  Gama  not  feeing  them 
arrive  as  foon  as  he  expedted,  fet  fail,  and 
came  to  an  anchor  in  an  open  road  four 
leagues  below  Calicut,  where  having  waited  three 
days,  he  put  to  fea  almoft  out  of  fight  of  land, 
when  a  boat  with  Malabars  came  on  board,  and 
told  the  Admiral,  that  his  people  were  in  the 
Zamorin's  palace,  and  would  be  with  him  the 
next  day.  De  Gama  let  them  know,  that  they 
fhould  inftantly  bring  his  men,  or  letters  from 
them,  that  if  they  returned  without  either,  he 
would  fink  them ;  and  if  they  did  not  return 
at  all,  he  v/ould  cut  off  the  heads  of  thofe 
he  had  feized.  As  foon  as  the  boat  was  de-  . 
parted,  he  fleered  towards  the  fiiore,  and  came 
to  an  anchor  over  againft  Calicut. 

The  next  day  feven  boats  made  up  to  the 
Admiral's  ihip,  in  one  of  which  was  Diaz  and 
■Braga,  whom  the  Malabars  put  into  the  flap's 
boat  and  then  withdrew  to  fome  diftance,  wait- 
ing for  rhe  Admiral's  anfwer.  They  brought  a 
letter  to  the  King  of  Portugal,  which  was 
written  by  Diaz,  on  a  palm-tree  leaf,  and  fign- 
ed  by  the  Zamorin.  It  was  expreffed  in  thefe 
laconic  terras  :  "  Vofce  d(  Gama,  a  gentleman" 

of 
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"  of  thyhoufe,  came  to  my  country,  of  whofe 
"  coming  I  was  glad.  In  my  country  there 
"  is  plenty  of  cinnamon,  cloves,  pepper,  and 
*'  precious  ftones.  The  things  which  I  am 
"  c'efirous  of  having  out  of  thy  country,  are 

oold,  filver,  coral  and  fcarlet." 

De  Gnma  returned  no  other  anfwer,  but  that 
he  had  fent  back  the  Naires,  and  would  keep 
the  reft  till  all  his  merchandize  were  reftored. 
The  next  day  Bo>/tazho  came  on  board,  and  told 
ihe  Admiral,  that  the  Cutvval,  by  the  King's 
order,  had  feized  all  his  eftedls,  faying  he  was 
a  Chriftian,  and  had  been  fent  over  land  by  the 
King  of  Portugal,  as  a  fpy.    He  added,  that 
he  knew  it  was  all  done  at  the  inftigation  of 
the  Arabs,  and  not  doubting,  as  they  had  taken 
his  goods,  they  would  injure  his  perfon,  he 
had  fled  away  to  avoid  their  malice.    De  Ga?na 
immediately  ordered  a  cabin  for  him,  and 
told  him,  that  on  his  arrival  at  Portugal,  he 
Ihould  meet  with  ample  amends  for  the  lofs  of 
his  goods.    There  afterwards  came  three  Al- 
madias  vvith  fcarves  laid  over  the  benches,  and 
thofe  who  came  in  thefe  velFels  pretended  that 
they  had  brought  all  the  merchandize,  and  de- 
fired  that  the  Malahars  might  be  delivered  up 
in  return  ;  but  the  Admiral  perceiving  that  this 
v/ns  only  an  artifice,  told  them  he  would  carry 
the  Malahars  to  Portugal  to  confirm  his  difco- 
very,  and  would  foon  return  to  Calicut,  when 
the  Zamorin  fhould  know  whether  the  Chii- 
ftians  were  pirates,  as  the  Arabs\\-A$i  pretended, 
and  at  whofe  inftigation  he  had  ufed  them 
very  ill, 

Calicut 
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,  Calicut  is  feated  in  the  middle  of  the  coaft  of  Ma- 
labar., upon  an  open  fhore,  where  there  is  no  fhel- 
'  tex  ior  European  fhips,  which  are  forced  to  ride  at 
anchor  in  the  road  ;  but  thofe  of  the  country 
being  made  of  planks^  bound  together  with 
ropes,  and  flat  bottomed,  are  eafily  brought 
on  land.    Though  the  city  was  at  that  time 
large,  the  houfes  were  made  of  hurdles,  ex- 
cept the  palaces  of  the  Zamorin  and  the  tem- 
ples, which  were  the  only  buildings  of  lime 
1    and  ftone  ;  for  none  elfe,  by  their  laws,  were 
1    allowed  to  be  eredled  with  thofe  materials. 
;    This  city  was  at  that  time,  the  greatefi;  mart 
in  India,  for  all  forts  of  fpices,  drugs,  precious 
f   ftones,  fdks,  callicoes,  gold,  filver,  and  other  rich 
1    commodities.  The  people  are  Pagans,  and  pay 
;   an  implicit  obedience   to   their  Bramins  or 
!   Priefls,  in  fecular,  as  well  as  in  religious  af- 
1   fairs.     The  nobility  are  prohibited  marriage, 
»   left  the    cares   of  a   family  fliould  deftroy 
f  their  martial  fpirit,  yet  they  are  allowed  to  keep 
.   miftrelTes,   provided  they  are   of  the  fame 
{   rank  with  themfelves ;  but  if  a  nobleman  is 
t  convifted  of  having  any  commerce  with  a  wo- 
.  I  man  of  inferior  rank,  he  is  cut  to  pieces  by 
p  j  his  peers.  The  women  of  diftinftion  may  have 
IS  I  any  number  of  gallants,  under  the  fame  re- 
y  ,  ftridlions,  and  jealoufy  is  a  paffion  utterly  un- 
,.  I  known  to  them.     The  fons  of  a  nobleman 
n  I  does  not  inherit  his  father's  eftate ;  for  as  this 
j.  1  promifcuous  commerce  renders  it  uncertain  who 
\^  is  the  father,  he  adopts  his  filter's  fon,  who  is 
J,  educated  at  the  King's  expence,  and  furnilhed 
with  proper  mailers,  who  inllruft  him  in  the 
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ufe  of  arms,  which  confift  of  the  javelin, 
fcymiter,  bow  and  arrows.  They  are  inured 
betimes  to  danger  and  fatigue ;  but  are  not 
allowed  to  ufe  their  arms  in  the  field  of  battle, 
till  the  Zamorin  has  diftinguifhed  them,  by 
fome  military  honour.  They  think  their  blood 
tainted  even  by  the  accidental  touch  of  a  com- 
moner, and  nothing  but  the  blood  of  the  of- 
fender can  wafti  out  the  ftain,  whence  the  com- 
mon people  in  the  ftreets  are  obliged  to  call 
aloud,  and  proclaim  their  condition,  in  order 
to  avoid  fuch  dangerous  accidents.  A  man  of 
mean  birth  cannot  acquire  nobility  by  the  moll 
illuftrious  aftions,  and  a  nobleman  cannot  for- 
feit it  by  the  bafeft  crimes.  The  lower  clafs 
of  people  can  only  marry  thofe  of  their  own 
profeflion,  and  every  man  is  obliged  to  follow 
the  fame  bufmefs  as  his  father.  Inftead  of 
paper,  they  ufe  the  leaves  of  the  palm-tree, 
upon  which  they  record  all  memorable  events  ^ 
with  a  lharp-peinted  pen,  and  the  leaves  be- 
ing reduced  into  a  regular  form,  are  tied  up 
between  two  pieces  of  poliflied  wood. 


CHAP. 


?/&^  E  A  S  T  I N  D I E  S.  47 


CHAP.  IV. 

De  Gzma.  leaves  Calicut.  Meets  uolth  federal  Pi- 
rates., and  takes  a  Spy,  ivho  pretends  to  be  a 
Chrifiian.  Recei-ues  on  board  an  Embajfador 
from  the  King  of  Melinda,  and  returns  to 
Portugal,  ivhere  public  rejoicings  are  made  on 
Account  of  his  Dtfcoveries, 

T%  E  Gama  immediately  departed  ;  but  two 
days  after  being  becalmed  a  league  from 
Calicut,  the  Zamorin  fent  60  tonies  filled  with 
foldiers  to  take  the  fhips  ;  however,  a  frefh  gale 
fuddenly  fpringing  up,  the  fleet  efcaped,  but  was 
followed  by  the  Malahars  for  about  an  hour  and 
a  half.  It  was  very  happy  for  the  Portuguefe 
that  they  arrived  at  Calicut  in  the  beginning 
of  winter,  when  the  King's  fleet,  which  was 
very  numerous,  was  hauled  up  ;  for  had  it  been 
fummer,  when  his  veffels  are  at  fea,  their  fliips 
might  have  been  eafily  deftroyed. 
•  Notwithftanding  this  attempt,  the  Admiral 
'difmilTed  one  of  the  captives  at  the  firft  port  at 
which  he  touched,  v/ith  a  letter  to  the  Za- 
morin,  in  which  he  mentioned  the  fnares  that 
1  had  been  laid  for  him  by  the  Arabians,  apo?- 
I  logized  for  his  carrying  away  the  Malabars, 
jand  profeffing  the  utmoft  regard  for  his  Ma- 
jjefty,  promifed  to  labour  to  eftabliih  fuch  a 
:  league  between  him  and  the  King  of  Portugal, 
}as  would  redound  to  their  mutual  advantage, 
lafTuring  him  that  the  prifoners  he  had  taken 

awav 
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away,  (hould  be  well  treated,  and  fent  back  I 
with  the  next  Portuguefe  fleet  to  their  nativfc  1 
country.  I 

De  Gf.ma  ftill  fleering  along  the  coaft,  en-  I 
tered  among  certain  fmall  iflands,  from  one  of  j 
which  there  came  feveral  pinnaces  with  filh  | 
and  other  proviflons.  The  Portuguefe  treated  i 
the  people  kindly,  and  having  given  them  flrirts  | 
and  other  things,  with  their  leaves  fet  up  a  j' 
crofs,  and  named  the  place  Santa  Maria.  \ 

On  the  19th  of  September,  a  week  after  he 
left  the  lait-mentioned  place,  the  Admiral  an- 
chored at  fix  fmall  iflands  near  the  fliore,  where 
he  took  in  water,  and  the  people  brought  him  j 
hens,  goards,  and  milk,  at  the  fame  time  they  j 
informed  him  that  the  country  abounded  with 
cinnamon.    Some  Pcrtuguefe  were  fent  on  fliore 
to  learn  the  truth  of  this  report,  who  return-  \ 
ed  with  the  news  that  they  liad  feen  entire! 
woods  of  cinnamon  trees.     Soon  alter  feven 
fliips  appeared  in  fight,  belonging  to  a  pirate, 
named  Timoya,  who  infefted  thofe  feas  ;  but  efe 
Gama  foon  obliged  him  to  flieer  oft",  after  hav- 
ing taken  one  of  the  veflels,  which  was  laden 
with  proviflons. 

From  hence  he  proceeded  to  one  of  the  Avchc- 
di-ua  iflands,  which  are  five  in  number,  where  ; 
the  Admiral  refolved  lo  careen  his  fhips ;  but 
while  the  fiifl  was  a-ground,  there  appeared 
two  brigantines  with  their  drums  beating  and 
trumpets  founding,  befides  five  others  that 
were  near  the  fliore.  Thefe  the  Mclalars  faid 
were  pirates,  who  under  the  colour  of  friend- 
fliip,  plundered  all  the  velTeh  that  came  in  their 

way. 
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■Way.  Upon  receiving  this  intelligence  he  gave 
orders  for  firing  upon  them,  as  loon  as  they 
Were  in  reach  '  of  his  guns,  and  at  this  un- 
expetled  reception,  they  retreated  as  fall  as 
■poffible. 

Among  the  multitudes  that  crowded  to  the 
Ihore  to  view  the  Ihips,  came  a  perfon  in  a 
iinall  vellel,  who  feemed  to  be  about  40  years 
of  age,  and  of  a  different  country  ;  for  he  had 
on  a  fabaco  of  fine  callico,  which  reached  to 
his  heels  :  on  his  head  he  wore,  a  turban  that 
covered  part  of  his  face,  and  at  his  girdle 
hung  a  fcymeter.  He  no  fooner  landed  than 
he  ran  up  to  the  Admiral,  and  then  to  the 
Other  Captains,  embracing  them  as  familiarly, 
as  if  they  had  been  his  intimate  acquaintance, 
and  having  paid  his  compliments  in  the  Ita- 
lian tongue,  told  them  he  was  a  Chriftian 
born  in  Ital^,  but  that  having  been  taken  by 
pirates  in  his  youth,  while  on  a  voyage 
to  Greece  with  his  parents,  he  had  fuifered  a 
variety  of  misfortunes,  and  been  hitherto  ex- 
cluded from  the  hopes  of  re-vifiting  his  na- 
tive country.  He  obferved,  that  he  had  been 
forced  to  enter  into  the  fervice  of  a  Mahome- 
tan Prince  named  Sabciy,  the  fovereign  of  an 
illand  at  about  twelve  leagues  diitance,  called 
Goa  ;  but,  that  though,  he  was  obliged  to  com- 
ply with  the  worfliip  of'  the  Mahometans,  he . 
was  ftill  in  his  heart  a  Chriftian.  He  told  the 
Admiral  that  he  was  the  prime  minifter  and 
[confident  of  his  fovereign,  and  that  hearing 
[there  were  Ci;rtain  ftrange  (hips  at  Calicut, 
vvliofe  men  v/ere  cloathed  from  head  to  foot, 
Vol,  VIII.  F  and 
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and  fpoke  a  language  unknown  it  the  Indies, 
he  iudced  them  to  be  Chiiftians,  and  befoup'ht 
Snbay  to  give  him  leave  to  go  and  fee  them  j 
which  he  had  not  only  granted,  but  ordered 
him  to  tell  them,  that  whatever  his  country 
afforded  was  at  their  fervice ;  he  concluded 
with  deliring  that  he  might  have  a  cheefe  to 
fend  to  a  companion  of  his  on  fliore,  as  a  to- 
ken of  his  being  well  received.  Though  this 
gave  the  Admiral  fome  fufpicion,  he  ordered 
him  the  cheefe  with  two  loaves,  which  the 
flranger  accordingly  fent  on  lliore,  and  con- 
tinued talking  to  </<?  Ga?na,  afking  him  a  num- 
ber of  queftions,  that  feemed  to  denote  an  un- 
common curiofity  ;  his  being  fo  full  of  words 
increafed  the  Admirals  jealoufy,  and  his  brother 
afked  fome  of  the  natives  who  he  was,  when 
they  told  him,  that  he  was  a  pirate,  and  had 
been  on  board  other  fhips  that  had  been  there 
before.  Upon  this  the  Admiral  ordered  him 
to  be  carried  on  board  and  whipped,  to  make 
him  confefs  who  he  was,  and  the  defign  of  his 
coming  ;  and  this  having  no  effed:,  he  had  the 
inhumanity  to  order  him  to  be  hung  by  the 
genitals,  and  hoifted  up  and  let  down  by  a 
pulley.  After  the  fourth  torture  he  confeiTed 
that  he  was  a  Polijh  "Jeuj,  and  that  Sahay  ,hav- 
ing  a  defign  to  attack  the  Portuguefe  Ihips,  had 
fent  him  to  difcover  their  ftrength  and  manner 
of  fighting.  The  Admiral  then  ordered  hira 
to  be  confined  under  the  hatches,  and  cured  of 
the  hurt  he  had  fuffered,  telling  him  that  he 
did  not  defign  to  make  a  flave  of  him,  but 
would  cany  him  to  Portugal,  to  give  fome  ac- 
count 
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count  of  the  country  to  the  King,  and  being 
cfed  kindly,  he  was  afterwards  baptized  by 
the  name  of  Jafper  de  Gama,  and  became  very 
fcrviceable  to  the  Portuguefe  on  many  occafions. 

De  Gama  left  this  coart  on  the  5  th  of  Oilo- 
isr,  having  firft  ordered  the  veffel  he  had  taken 
to  be  burned.  He  now  fleered  for  Mdinda ; 
but  was  expofed  to  great  danger  by  the  length 
of  the  paffage,  occafioned  by  ftorms,  calms, 
and  contrary  winds,  by  which  means  the  men 
became  fo  dreadfully  afflidled  with  the  fciirvy, 
that  there  were  not  above  16  men  fit  for  labour 
ill  each  Ihip.  This  rendered  all  on  board  fo 
difpirited,  that  in  fpite  of  de  Gafncfs  perfua- 
^ons,  the  other  two  Captains  refolved  to 
return  to  India ;  but  a  fair  gale  fpringing  up, 
brought  them  in  16  days  within  fight  of  land, 
and  the  next  morning  they  found  themfelves 
before  the  city  of  Magadoxo,  which  appeared 
very  large  and  handfome.  This  city,  which  is 
113  leagues  from  Melinda,  is  walled  round, 
and  being  at  that  time  inhabited  by  Arabians^ 
the  Admiral,  as  he  fleered  along  the  coaft,  or- 
dered the  ordnance  to  be  fired  by  way  of  de- 
fiance. To  prevent  their  overlhooting  Mi?/iW«, 
the  Ihip's  came  to  an  anchor  every  night;  but 
on  their  arriving  at  a  village  of  Moors,  within 
ten  leagues  of  that  city,  there  appeared  eight 
large  boats,  filled  with  foldiers,  fleering  direft- 
ly  towards  the  fliips ;  but  the  Admiral  firing 
upon  them,  they  foon  tacked  about,  and  fled. 
At  length  he  arrived  at  Mdinda,  where  he  again 
met  with  a  mofl  friendly  reception,  and  was 
fupplied  with  refrefliments.  He  ftaid  there 
F  2  five 
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five  days,  and  then  failed,  taking  with  him  the 
Ambaffador,  the  King  of  Melinda  had  before 
promifed  to  fend  to  Portugal,  and  as  the  Ad- 
miral had  not  a  fufficient  number  of  men  to 
navigate  the  three  fhips,  he  burned  the  St.  Ra- 
phael, commanded  by  his  brother. 

On  the  27th  of  February,  de  Gama  reached 
Zanjihar,  a  pretty  large  ifland  in  6°,  fouth 
latitude,  near  which  are  two  others,  Pemba  p.nd. 
Motif  a,  all  of  them  very  fertile,  and  the  natives 
at  that  time  carried  on  a  good  trade  with  Mom- 
baffa  for  Guzcrat  callico  ;  with  Sofala  for  gold  ; 
and  with  the  ifland  of  MaJagaJcar  for  fdver. 
The  Prince  of  Zanjibar,  though  a  Mahome- 
tan, entertained  the  Portugucfe  with  great  hofpi- 
tality,  and  furnilhed  them  with  a  fupply  of 
fruit  and  frefli  provifions.  De  Gama  lleered. 
from  thence  along  the  coaft,  and  pafling  Mo- 
fambiiiue,  took  in  wood  and  water  at  the  ifland 
of  Sa?t  Bias.  On  the  26th  of  Jpril  he  doubled 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and  then  fleered  for  the 
ifland  of  St.  Jago,  but  the  two  fliips  being  fe- 
parated  by  a  violent  florm,  Nicholas  Coello,  who 
commanded  the  Berrio,  being  in  hafte  to  carry 
the  news  of  the  difcovery  to  King,  fleered 
diredly  for  Lifhon,  and  on  the  loth  of  July  put 
into  Ctfcais.  The  Admiral  on  his  arriving  at 
St.  Jago  left  his  fliip  to  be  fitted  up,  and  hiring 
a  caraval,  arrived  z.t  Belem  in  September,  1499, 
after  a  voyage  of  two  years  and  two  months,  in 
which  he  had  loft  above  half  his  men. 

The  King  overjoyed  at  his  return,  fcnt  a  no- 
bleman and  feveral  eentlemen  to  conduft  him 
to  court,  in  the  way  to  which  he  pafl'ed  thro' 

crowds 
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crowds  of  fpeftators,  and  was  received  with 
extraordinary  honours.  For  this  fervice  he  was 
honoured  with  the  title  of"  Don,  a  part  of  the 
King's  arms  was  added  to  his,  and  an  annual 
penfion  of  3000  ducats  was  granted  to  him. 
Nicholas  Coello  was  made  a  Fidalgo,  and  had  an 
appointment  of  100  ducats,  and,  in  fnort,  the 
Xing  himfelf  augmented  his  own  title  on  ac- 
count of  this  new  difcovery,  vainly  ftiling 
himfelf  Lord  of  the  conqueft  and  navigation  of 
Ethicpia,  Arabia,  Pcrjia,  and  the  Indies.  Upon 
this  occafion,  public  thankfgivings  were  made 
throughout  the  kingdom,  for  the  fuccefs  of  the 
voyage,  to  which  fuccceded  feafts  and  enter- 
tainments, and  thofe  who  had  long  reprefented 
thefe  defigns  as  imxprafticable,  now  grew  afham- 
ed  of  their  oppofition,  and  became  the  moft' 
'/.ealous  in  recommending  them. 
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CHAP.  1. 

5"/?'^  jp/f'f/  Jets  fail  from  Belem,  atid  accidentally 
difco^oers  the  Ccaji  of  Brafil.  A  Defcriptiou  if 
that  Country,  and  of  the  Manners  of  the  Inha- 
bit p.nts, 

TH  E  expeflations  of  the  Portuguefe  being 
highly  raifed,  with  refpefl:  to  the  hopes 
of  the  great  profit  to  be  obtained  by  the  dif- 
covery  of  the  Indies,  it  was  jefolved  topro- 
fecute  thefe  difcoveries  ftill  farther,  and  there- 
/fore,  13  veffels  of  different  fizes  were  fitted 
out,  under  the  command  of  Pedi-a  Alutu-ez,  ds 
Cabral,  on  board  of  which  were  i2co  men, 
eight  Francifcan  fryars^  eight  chaplains,  and  a 

chaplain 
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cliaplain  major,  who  were  to  begin  with  preach- 
ing to  a  people  who  did  not  underlland  their 
language,  and,  in  cafe  that  failed,  were  like 
the  difciples  of  Maho?net,  to  proceed  to  the  de- 
ciiion  of  the  fword.  Cabral  received  from  the 
King  the  flag  of  the  crofs,  with  the  following 
inilrudlions.  That  in  cafe  the  King  of  Calicut 
readily  confented  to  the  fettling  of  a  faflory, 
he  was  fecrelly  to  importune  him  to  prohibit 
the  Arabians  from  trading  thither,  and  to  pro- 
mife,  on  that  condition,  to  import  from  Por- 
tugal, not  only  the  fame  commodities  ;  but 
much  better  of  the  kind,  and  at  a  lower  price. 
He  v/as  alfo  to  touch  at  Melinda,  on  the  coaft 
of  Africa,  in  order  to  land  the  Ambaffador 
brought  from  thence  by  de  Gama. 

The  fleet  fet  fail  on  the  9th  of  March,  1500, 
and  having  pafl^d  the  ifland  of  St.  Jago,  the 
whole  fleet  was  fcattered  by  a  ftorm,  and  one 
of  the  Ihips  having  loll  moft  of  her  rigging, 
put  back  to  Lijhon,  when  Cahral  having  waited 
two  days  for  her,  proceeded  on  his  voyage, 
and  to  avoid  the  coafi:  of  Guinea,  fleered  to  the 
fouth-weft  ;  but  on  the  24th  of  April,  to  the 
inexpreflible  joy  and  furprife  of  the  Admiral, 
one  of  the  failors  defcried  land.  The  pilots 
could  not  perfuade  themfelves  that  it  was  a 
continent,  but  fome  great  ifland  like  Hifpa- 
mchj  which  had  been  a  little  before  difcovered 
by  Columbus.  They,  however,  cruifed  for  a 
;vyhole  day  along  the  coaft,  and  then  hoifling 
'  out  a  boat,  went  on  fhore,  where  they  favv  an 
infinke  number  of  naked  people  ;  but  they 
were  neither  black,  nor  had  curled  hair  like 

thofe 
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thofeof  Guinea,  which  was  thought  x^ery  extra- 
ordinary. Thofe  who  had  landed,  loon  re- 
turned in  the  boat  to  give  an  account  of  what 
they  had  feen,  and  that  there  was  a  good  har- 
bour where  the  Ihips  might  come  to  an  anchor. 
Upon  this  the  fleet  drew  near  to  the  land,  and 
the  commanders  fent  out  the  boat  again,  with 
orders  to  endeavour  to  take  Ibme  of  the  men. 

Mean  while  the  Indians  retired  to  a  hill,  in 
order  to  watch  the  motions  of  thefe  Grangers, 
who  made  fo  different  an  appearance  from 
themfelves.    But  when  the  Po7-tuguefe  were  en- 
deavouring to  fend  other  boats,  a  fudden  ftorm 
drove  the  fhips  from  their  anchors,  and  oblig- 
ed them  to  proceed  along  the  coafl,  till  they 
at  length  found  another  good  harbour,  which 
they  called  Puerto  Seguro,  or  Safe  Harbour,  and 
a  boat  going  on  fhore,  took  two  Indians,  whom 
de  Cahral  ordered  to  be  cloathed,  gave  them 
looking-glalTes,   brafs  rings,  and  fmall  bells, 
and  then  fetthem  on  lliore.    Upon  this,  a  great 
number  of  people  came  forward,  finging  and 
dancing,  founding  horns  of  feveral  forts,  and 
leaping  with  all  the  expreffions  of  joy.  This  en- 
couraged de  Cahral  to  go  on  Ihore  with  moH  of 
his  men,  and  it  being  Eajler-day,  they  eredcd  ! 
an  altar  under  a  tree,  v/here  they  lung  ir.nls.  \ 
The  Indians  drew  near  in  a  peaceable  m  anner,  | 
and  kneeling  down  after  the  example  of  tlic  j 
Pcrtugucfe,  beat  their  breads  and  imitated  p.l: 
the  aftions  of  the  ftrangers,  after  which  the\ 
were  as  attentive  at  a  fermon  that  was  preached, 
as  if  they  had  underftoad  it. 

The 
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The  Admiral  immediately  difpatched  a  fhip 
to  Portugal  with  advice  of  the  land  he  had  dif- 
covered,  which  news  was  highly  acceptable  at 
that  court,  and  when  the  fhip  was  gone,  the 
men  walked  about  all  day  diverting  themfelves, 
and  for  pieces  of  paper  and  bits  of  cloth,  the 
Indians  gave  them  fruit,  parrots,  and  other  birds, 
remarkable  for  the  finenefs  of  their  colours. 
The  P^rt/c^rif^/f  went  to  the  towns,  and  thought 
the  country  fruitful  and  agreeable,  well  plant- 
ed with  maize,  and  producing  great  quantities 
of  cotton  ;  and  before  their  departure,  a  ftone 
crofs  was  eredled,  in  token  of  poireffion,  whence 
the  Portiiguefe  called  that  country  Santa  Cruz, 
or  Holy  Crofs ;  but  it  afterwards  changed  its 
name  to  that  of  BrafJ,  from  the  name  of  the 
wood  brought  from  thence.  The  Admiral  left 
two  men  there  out  of  20,  he  had  brought  from 
Vortiigal,  who  were  banifhed,  and  were  to  be 
left  in  what  places  he  thought  fit.  Thefe  the 
Indians  ufcd  very  well,  and  one  of  them  learn- 
ing the  language,  ferved  a  long  time  for  an 
1  interpreter. 

Brafil  is  a  very  entenfive  country  in  5outh 
America,  and  is  not  only  fertile  and  pleafant, 
but  fo  healthful  that  the  natives  generally  live 
to  a  great  age.  It  is  watered  by  many  large 
rivers,  and  a  multitude  of  delightful  ftreams. 
The  pl3ins  are  fpacious,  and  afford  excellent 
paftunige  ;  and  the  whole  country  is  beautifully 
1  diverfified  with  hills  and  dales,  woods  and 
plains.  The  natives  were  at  this  time  ftran- 
gersto  letters,  and  bound  by  no  laws,  but  thofe 
of  nature  \  but  vyhen  engaged  in  war  they 

chof^ 
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chofe  him  for  their  general  who  was  moH  di- 
Itinguiflied  by  his  bravery.  When  young  they 
carefully  plucked  the  hair  from  their  faces, 
and  never  fufFered  their  beards  to  grow.  Many 
of  the  people  wore  no  cloaths,  while  others 
covered  themfelves  from  the  waifi:  to  the  knees 
with  feathers  of  various  colours,  and  alfo 
adorned  their  heads  in  the  fame  manner.  The 
women  combed  and  dreffed  their  hair,  while 
the  men  were  fhaved  from  the  forehead  to  the 
crown.  Thofe  who  aifefted  finery,  had  holes 
in  their  ears,  noftrils,  and  lips,  to  which  they 
hung  Hones  of  various  colours,  and  the  women 
adorned  themfelves  Vv'ith  fmall  fhells,  on  which 
they  fet  a  very  great  value.  They  were  fo 
dexterous  in  the  ufe  of  bows  and  arrows,  that 
they  feldom  milTed  their  aim,  and  thefe  arrows 
being  pointed  with  fifii-bone  were  capable  of 
doing  great  execution.  They  lived  principally 
upon  hunting.  Their  boats  were  made  of  the 
barks  of  trees,  and  were  fo  large  that  moll:  of 
them  would  contain  30  men,  and  while  fome 
paddled  thefe  velTels  along,  others  beat  the 
ivater  in  order  to  frighten  the  fmall  fifli, 
which  fwimming  up  to  the  furface  were  caught 
in  large  calibalhes.  ' 

They  were  very  fuperftitious  obfervers  of 
omens,  and  fond  of  forcery,  which  was  prac-l 
tifed  by  a  particular  fet  of  men,  whom  theyj 
held  in  high  veneration,  and  confulted  on  aHj 
emergencies.  Thefe  perfons  generally  carriedj 
an  arrow,  at  the  end  of  which  was  fixed  a| 
calibafh  in  the  fliape  of  a  man's  head,  withiajl 
which  they  kindled  the  leaves  of  a  certaiEji 
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1>lant,  which  was  probably  tobacco,  and  fnufFed 
the  fmoke  up  their  noftrils  till  they  became 
irstoxicated,  and  then  rolled  their  eyes,  and 
threw  their  bodies  into  various  contorlions, 
which  the  deluded  fpeftators  cohfidered  as  the 
effefts  of  divine  infpiration,  and  during  this 
farce  they  uttered  an  unconnefted  jargon,  which 
was  reckoned  oraculous.  This  kind  of  wizards 
were  conftantly  attended  by  crowds,  who  lliew- 
ed  their  refpeft  by  mufic,  dancing  and  loud 
acclamations  ;  and  the  moft  beautiful  women, 
married  and  unmarried,  were  given  up  to  their 
poffcffion . 

They  lived  in  wooden  huts  thatched  with 
reeds,  and  furrounded  with  a  double  or  treble 
row  of  pallifadoes,  and  feveral  families,  con- 
jiefted  by  friendfliip,  dwelt  under  one  roof. 
Each  family  having  fuch  a  regard  for  the 
other,  that  they  would  facrifice  their  lives  in 
their  defence.  However,  the  hulbands  turned 
away  their  v/ives  for  very  trifling  oiFences  ; 
and  if  titcy  found  them  guilty  of  adultery, 
killed  them,  or  fold  them  for  flaves. 

They  were  in  general  flothful,  and  {pent 
great  part  of  their  time  in  fealHng,  finging, 
and  dancing.  In  thefe  dances  they  formed  a 
ring  ;  but  inftead  of  moving  about,  continued 
upon  the  fame  fpot,  beating  the  ground  with 
iheir  feet,  and  keeping  time  with  their  fongs, 
which  were  compofed  in  honour  of  their  own 
exploits ;  and  while  one  fet  was  thus  engaged, 
another  fupplied  them  with  liquor,  which  they 
drank  till  they  could  ftand  no  longer. 

They 
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They  never  engaged  in  war  with  a  view  of 
enlarging  their  territories,  but  to  defend  their 
pofieffions,  or  revenge  an  injury  or  affront; 
in  which  cafes  they  chofe  a  council  of  old  men, 
and  defted  a  general,  who  vifited  every  houfe, 
and  in  fet  fpeeches  encouraged  the  men  to 
behave  with  bravery  :  befides  their  bows  and 
arrows,  they  ufed  fwords,  made  of  very  hard 
wood  ;  and  carried  on  wars  by  ftratagem  rather 
than  by  open  force.  It  is  faid,  that  they  im- 
mediately eat  apart  of  the  prifoners,  and  that 
the  reft,  who  were  refer ved  for  particular  felti- 
vals,  were  in  the  mean  time  indulged  with 
plenty  of  provifions,  and  even  gratified  with 
the  ufe  of  women  :  but  when  the  day  of  re-* 
joicing  came,  the  plumpell  of  thefe  unhap- 
py prifoners  were  brought  forth,  and  his 
miftrefs  tied  about  his  neck  the  rope  by  which 
he  was  to  be  led  to  the  flaughter.  Being 
then  faftened  to  a  pillar,  he  was  painted  with 
a  variety  of  colours,  and  adorn-ed  with  feathers, 
and  between  whiles  regaled  with  plenty  of 
meat  and  drink,  while  the  people  feailed  in 
public,  danced,  drank  and  fung  for  three  days 
lucceffively.  On  the  fourth,  his  arms  and  legs 
were  untied,  and  ropes  being  failened  round 
his  waift,  the  women  and  boys  pulled  hini 
along  towards  a  cave,  while  others  pelted 
him  with  oranges  ;  which  he  in  his  turn 
picked  up  and  threv/  at  them  with  an  air  of 
gaiety  and  unconcern  ;  and  when  infulted  by 
the  ipeftators,  with  his  going  to  fuffer  the 
punifliment  due  to  his  crimes,  and  tliat  lie 
would  foon  be  flain,  cut  in  pieces  and  eaten  ; 
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it  was  ufual  to  reply,  that  he  had,  lived  and 
would  die  with  bravery,  and  defpifed  their 
tortures  :  if  they  flew  him,  he  had  llain  their 
companions  :  if  they  feafted  on  his  flelh,  he 
■had  frequendy  regaled  himfelf,  by  eating  the 
bodies  of  the  relations  of  his  murderers,  and 
that  he  had  parents,  brothers,  or  friends,  who 
■would  revenge  his  death.  On  his  arrival  at 
the  cave,  the  perfon  who  had  kept  him  in 
cultody,  painted  his  body,  and  adorned  his 
neck  with  feathers,  and  then  brandilhed  a 
wooden  fvvord  over  his  head,  dancing,  finging, 
or  whillling  all  the  time,  while  the  captive 
attempted  to  fnatch  the  weapon,  but  was  pre- 
vented by  the  women  and  boys,  who  pulling 
different  ways,  prevented  his  moving  from  the 
foot  on  which  he  flood,  till  at  length  the  exe- 
cutioner ftunned  him  with  feveral  blows,  and 
clove  his  flcull.  The  women  then  threv/  the 
body  on  a  wood  fire,  and  having  fmged  ofF 
the  hair,  the  belly  was  opened,  the  entrails 
taken  out,  and  the  body  divided  into  fmall 
pieces,  on  which  thefe  barbarians  feafled  with 
marks  of  the  highefl  fatisfadlion.  This  was 
the  charafter  given  of  thefe  people  by  the 
writers  of  that  time.  A  character  which  is, 
perhaps,  extremely  fabulous  and  unjufl,  with 
refpeft  to  their  being  cannibals*. 

The  conllant  enemies  of  thefe  people  were 
a  neighbouring  nation,  who  inhabited  the 
'.voods  and  mountains,  and  were  of  the  fame 
favage  difooation.    Among  thefe  laft,  murder 

*  See  Vol  III,  p.  1 29-— 133. 
VoL.Vm.  G  was 
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was  the  only  crime  that  was  puniihed,  and 
when  this  was  perpetrated,  the  murderer's  re- 
lations were  obliged  to  deliver  him  up  to  thofe 
of  the  deceafed,  who  put  him  to  death.  Thus 
juftice  and  refentment  being  both  fatisfied,  the 
relations  of  both  parties  joined  in  performing 
the  funeral  rites,  over  the  two  bodies,  which 
they  interred  with  mutual  lamentations ;  but 
if  the  affaffin  efcaped,  his  daughters,  fillers, 
or  neareft  kinfwomen,  were  delived  up  as  flaves 
to  the  relations  of  the  deceafed,  after  which 
all  refentment  was  buried  in  oblivion. 

C  H  A  P.  IL 

^hey  meet  nuith  federal  Storms,  in  one  of  ujhicb 
four  Ships  of  their  Fleet  are  loji.  De  Cabral 
arri'vcs  at  Quiloa,  luhere  he  meets  •with  a  fa- 
<vourable  reception  from  the  King  ;  hut  being 
difappointed  in  his  hopes  of  fettling  a  Trade 
there,  Jieers  to  Melinda,  and  from  thence  pro- 
ceeds to  Calicut,  luhere  he  has  an  inter'vie'vj 
<with  the  Zamorin,  n.'jho  at  length  allovjs  him 
to  fettle  a  Fa£tory  in  the  City,  ivhich  being 
attacked,  and  7noJi  of  the  men  killed  by  the 
Arabs,  Cabral  hums  all  [the  Ships  in  the 
Harbour,  defrays  the  City,  and fails  to  Cochin. 

AT  length  leaving  the  coaft  of  Brafl, 
the  fleet  fleered  for  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  and  on  the  23d  of  May,  met  with  a 
violent  ftorm,  which  was  fucceeded  at  night 
by  a  calm.    On  the  28th  they  had  another 

ftorm ; 
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ilorm ;  but  a  water-lpout  appearing  to  the 
north  eaft,  and  a  calm  enfuing,  they  not  being 
acquainted  with  this  phenomenon,  confidered 
it  as  a  fign  of  fair  weather ;  but  there  fud- 
denly  rofe  fo  dreadful  an  hurricane,  that  not 
having  time  to  furl  their  fails,  four  of  the 
fhips  ran  foul  of  each  other,  and  were  dafhed. 
to  pieces,  and  every  perfon  on  board  perifhed, 
in  fight  of  their  friends  and  companions. 
Among  thefe  was  Bartholomew  Diaz,  who  had 
difcovered  the  pafTage  to  the  Indies,  by  doubling 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope.  The  other  eight  ihips 
remained  half  full  of  water,  and  would  pro- 
bably have  been  funk,  had  not  their  fails  been 
rent  in  pieces  by  the  tempeft,  which  continued 
two  days,  during  which  all  on  board  expefted 
every  moment  to  follow  the  fate  of  their  com- 
panions. But  on  the  third  day  the  wind 
abating,  they  began  to  hope  all  was  over, 
when  the  wind  veering  from  the  fouth-weft 
|[  ■  to  the  eaft  and  north-eaft,  began  to  blow 
f'  with  greater  fury  than  ever,  and  the  waves  to 
fwell  as  high  as  mountains.  The  horrors  of 
this  dreadful  tempeft  lafted  20  days  together  : 
but  at  length  the  winds  abating,  they  found 
they  had  paffed  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope.  During 
the  ftorm  four  of  the  Ihips  feparated  from 
the  reft :  but  fome  days  after  they  all  joined 
company,  except  one,  which  put  back  to 
Portugal;  however  before  its  arrival  the  crew 
were  reduced  by  hunger,  thirft,  and  fatigue, 
to  fix  men. 

The  Admiral  fell  in  with  the  coaft  of  Africa 
in  27  ■>  fouth  latitude,  when  he  defcried  a  plea- 
C  2  fane 
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fant  country  that  abounded  with  cattle,  it 
was  fhaded  with  trees,  and  watered  with  very- 
fine  rivers.  But  the  natives  being  unwilling 
to  furnifh  him  with  provifions,  or  to  have  any 
correfpondence  with  him,  he  cruized  along 
the  coaft,  till  coming  in  fight  of  two  iflands 
near  the  continent,  he  obferved  two  Ihips  at 
anchor;  but  the  men  on  board  no  fooner  per- 
ceived the  Portuguefe  fleet,  than  flipping  their 
cables,  they  crowded  all  their  fails,  to  make 
their  efcape.  However,  in  fpite  of  their  utmoft 
efforts  they  were  foon  taken  ;  but  the  Admiral 
being  informed  that  they  belonged  to  a  Prince 
related  to  the  King  of  Melinda,  and  were  come 
from  the  gold  mines  of  Scfala,  he  difmiffed 
them  without  touching  the  gold  and  merchan- 
dize they  had  on  board. 

Being  arrived  at  Mofamblque,  he  took  in  a 
fupply  of  water  and  frefh  provifions,  and  hav- 
ing engaged  a  pilot  to  fleer  the  fleet  to  i^iloa, 
continued  his  voyage  in  fight  of  feveral  well 
cultivated  iflands,  and  at  length  arrived  at  that 
city.  Being  come  to  an  anchor  in  the  port,  he 
fent  a  meffage  to  the  King,  whofe  name  was 
Ibrahim,  to  inform  that  he  had  letters  for  him 
from  his  Portuguefe  Majefty,  containing  proffers 
of  alliance  and  friendfliip,  and  that  as  he 
himfelf  was  forbid  to  go  on  fhore  by  the  ex- 
pr^fs  orders  of  his  Royal  Mafler,  he  hoped  his 
Majefly  would  allow  him  an  interview  upon  the 
w^ter.  Ibrahim  received  his  meflengers  in  a 
very  courteous  manner,  and  inftantly  fent  a 
perfon  to  the  Admiral  v/ith  prefents,  and  a 
promife  of  meeting  him  the  next  day.  He  ac- 
cordingly 
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cordingly  appeared  upon  the  water  in  a  veffel 
richly  adorned,  attended  by  a  number  of  per-- 
fons  cloathed  in  filk  and  fine  cotton,  and  armed 
with  fwords  and  daggers,  the  hilts  of'  which 
were  fet  with  diamonds,  while  the  harbour  re- 
founded  with  the  mufic  of  flutes  and  trumpets. 
On  the  other  hand,  Cabral  faluted  his  Majefty 
with  cannon,  and  ordering  all  his  officers,  who 
were  dreffed  in  the  richell  manner,  to  attend 
him  in  their  boats,  proceeded  in  his  own  barge 
to  the  veffel,  in  which  the  King  was  feated. 
He  then  faluted  his  Majefty  with  the  utmoft 
refpeft,  delivered  Emanuel's  letters,  \vritten  in 
Arabic,  and  communicated  the  particulars  of 
his  embaffy,  which  the  King  received  with 
apparent  pleafure,  and  faid.  That  he  fhould  from 
thenceforward  confider  E?nanuel  as  his  brother, 
and  ftudy  to  promote  his  intereit.  It  was  alfo 
agreed,  that  the  Admiral  fliould  the  next  day 
fend  a  perfon  on  fhore  to  confirm  this  trea- 
ty, and  every  thing  feemed  to  promife  an  ad- 
vantageous and  lafting  alliance,  when  thefe 
agreeable  profpefts  were  deftroyed  by  the  art- 
ful infmuations  of  the  Arabian  merchants,  who 
reprefented  the  Poriuguefe  as  a  parcel  of  blood- 
thirfty  pirates,  who  under  the  cloke  of  friend- 
fhip  would  deprive  the  King  of  all  his  poffef- 
fions,  and  with  the  utmofl:  cruelty  ravage  his 
whole  country.  Upon  thefe  infmuations,  Ibra- 
him naturally  laid  afide  all  thoughts  of  entring 
into  an  alliance  with  the  Portuguefe,  and  im- 
mediately began  to  put  the  city  in  a  pofture  of 
defence,  which  being  communicated  to  de  Ca- 
bral by  the  King  of  Melinda\  brother,  wlio 
G  3  was 
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was  at  that  time  at  ^iloa,  he  refolved  to  pro-" 

fecute  his  voyage  immediately. 

The  dominions  of  Ibrahim  extended  near 
400  leagues  along  the  coafl:,  and  reached  from 
Cape  Corkntes,  almofi;  as  far  as  Mombajfa.  This 
extent  of  country  is  very  populous  and  full  of 
towns,  and  it  had  a  great  number  of  tributary 
iflands  on  its  coafts.  The  King  and  all  his 
people  were  Mahometans ;  though  fome  were 
intirely  black,  and  others  of  a  tawny  com- 
plexion, and  their  drefs  refembled  that  of  the 
Tioks  and  Arabs.  The  city  of  ^iloa  was  a  place 
of  great  trade  for  Sofala  gold,  for  which  there 
was  a  great  refort  of  merchants  from  Arabia 
Felix,  and  other  parts.  The  ihips  here  as  in 
all  the  other  places  on  thefe  coafts,  were  built 
without  nails,  and  paid  with  wild  frankincenfe 
inftead  of  pitch. 

The  Admiral  on  his  leaving  ^liloa,  fleered 
to  Melinda.  On  his  coming  to  an  anchor  he 
faluted  the  city  with  all  his  ordnance,  and  im- 
mediately fet  on  fhore  the  Embaffador  whom 
ck  Gama  had  carried  to  Portugal,  attended  by 
fome  of  the  Portuguefe,  with  rich  prefents  and 
a  letter  from  King  Emanuel,  with  which  his 
Majefty  was  fo  highly  pleafed,  that  the  next 
day  he  made  his  public  appearance  on  a  fine 
liorfe  richly  caparifoned,  the  furniture  of  which, 
was  fent  by  his  Portuguefe  Majefly,  and  in  this 
manner  the  King  proceeded  to  the  fea-fide, 
where  the  Admiral,  attended  by  all  his  officers, 
waited  for  him  in  their  boats,  and  were  re- 
ceived by  him  in  the  moft  friendly  manner  ; 
but  notwithftanding  his  Majefty's  prefTmg  fol- 

licitations. 
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licitations,  de  Cabral  would  make  only  a  very 
jhort  ftay ;  he  however  left  two  exiles,  who 
were  ordered,  if  poflible,  to  travel  to  that 
part  of  Ethiopia  fituated  above  Egypt,  where 
his  Portuguefe  Majefty  had  heard  there  was  a 
Chrifiian  Prince,  in  order  to  learn  the  manners 
and  cuftoms  of  his  people. 

On  the  7  th  of  Auguft  Cabral  left  Melinda,  and 
croffing  the  Indian  {^z.  with  a  fair  wind,  arrived 
at  the  iflands  of  Anchediva,  where,  after  wait- 
[  ing  a  few  days  for  the  ftiips  of  Mecca  to  no 
purpofe,  he  proceeded  on  his  voyage,  and  on 
!  the  13  th  of  September  caft  anclior  within  a 
;  I  ■  league  of  Calicut.    There  foon  came  many 
1  I  boats  to  fell  him  provifions,  and  afterwards 
;  I  feverai  of  the  principal  Naries,  with  a  compli- 
1  !  ment  from  the  Zamorin,  expreffing  his  high 
fatisfaftion  at  his  arrival,  and  making  extraor- 
[  j  dinary  offers  of  friendfhip.    Upon  this  Cabral 
;     proceeded  nearer  to  the  city  with  his  fhips,  and 
.  I  the  next  day  fent  to  demand  a  fafe  conduft  for 
1  !  a  meffenger,  and  with  him  the  four  Malabars 
I  !  whom  de  Gama  had  carried  away.    The  citizens 
i    feeing  them  return  in  good  health,  and  dreffed  in 
s  i  the  Por/z(g-«^/f  fafliion  Vv-ere  highly  pleafcd,  as  was 
t    alfb  the  Zamorin  ;  who  fhewed  great  figns  of  fa- 
c  :  tisfaftion,  tho'  he  Vv'ould  not  immediately  admit 
I,    them  to  his  prefence  ;  but  gave  free  leave  for 
,j    every  body  on  board  to  come  on  fliore.  Upon 
i  this,  the  Admiral  fent  Alonzo  Hartido  with  an 
interpreter,  to  inform  the  King,  that  he  came 
1  from  Portugal  with  the  fole  view  of  fettling  a 
J  ,  trade  and  friendlhip  with  him,  and  therefore 
|,  I  requelted  hoftages,  that  he  might  wait  on 

his 
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his  Majelly  in  perfon,  for  which  purpofe,  he 
defired  the  Cutwal,  and  one  of  the  principal 
Naires,  might  be  fent  on  board. 

The  Zamorin  objefting  to  thefe,  on  account 
of  their  age  and  infirmities,  propofed  to  fend 
others,  while  the  Arabs  endeavoured  to  pre- 
vent his  fending  any  at  all ;  but  after  three 
days  debate,  the  Zamorin  being  dazzled  with 
the  profpeft  of  the  advantages  ariling  from 
trade,  fent  the  hoilages.  Upon  this  the  Ad- 
miral refolved  to  wait  on  his  Majelly  on  lliore, 
but  firft  ordered  Sancho  de  Toar,  to  whom  he 
left  the  command,  during  his  abfence,  to  ufe 
the  hoftages  well ;  but  not  to  deliver  them  to 
any  who  came  to  demand  them,  though  it 
Ihould  be  even  done  in  his  name. 

On  the  28th  of  December  the  Zamorin  fent 
feveral  of  the  principal  Naires,  with  many  fer- 
vants,  and  mufical  inilruments  to  attend  the 
Admiral,  who  being  informed  that  his  IVIa- 
jelly  waited  for  him  in  a  gallery  erefted  near 
the  water  fide,  on  purpofe  to  receive  him,  fet 
out  with  all  polTible  llate,  accompanied  with 
the  boats  belonging  to  the  fleet,  and  30  of  the 
principal  officers.    The  hoftages  were  very  un-  j 
willing  to  enter  the  fhip  till  they  faw  the  Ad- 
miral landed,  apprehending  that  as   focn  as  1 
they  were  on  board,  he  would  return  and  de- 
tain them.    During   this  difpute,   de  Cabral 
ftept  on  fliore,  where  many  principal  Naires  j 
waited  for  him,  and  was  immediately  taken  up  I 
in  a  chair,  and  with  all  his  attendants,  was 
carried  to  the  Scrmna,  a  lodge,  or  hall  hung  f 
with  tapcftry,  at  the  farther  end  of  which  fat  1; 
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the  Zamorin  crofs-legged  on  a  filk  cufliion,  in 
a  kind  of  alcove,  which  refembled  a  little  ora- 
tory, over  his  head  hung  a  cloth  of  ftate  of 
crimfon  velvet. 

On  his  head  was  a  cap  of  cloth  of  gold,  and  at 
his  ears  hung  jewels  compof'd  of  diamonds,  fa- 
phires  and  pearls,  two  of  which  were  larger 
than  walnuts.    He  had  a  piece  of  white  cal- 
lico  embroidered  with  gold  about  his  middle, 
faftened  on  with  a  girdle,  and  all  the  reft  of 
his  body  was  naked.    His  arms  from  the  el- 
bow to  the  wrift,  and  his  legs  from  the  knees 
downwards,  were  loaded  with  bracelets,  fet, 
with  a  prodigious  number  of  precious  ftones 
of  great  value,  his  fingers  and  toes  were  co- 
vered with  rings,  and  particularly  on  his  great 
toe  was  one,  that  had  a  large  ruby  of  a  fur- 
prifing  luftre  :  but  all  this  v/as  nothing  when 
compared  with  the  richnefs  of  his  girdle,  which 
was  covered  with  precious  ftones  fet  in  gold, 
and  caft  a  luftre  that  dazzled  every  eye.  Near 
the  Zamorin  ftood  a  chair  of  ftate,  and  his  lit- 
ter all  of  gold  and  filver,  curioufly  wrought 
and  adorned  v/ith  precious  ftones.  There  were 
three  golden  trumpetr.  and  feventeen  of  filver, 
whofe  mouths  were  alfo  fet  v/ith  ftones ;  be- 
fjdes  filver  lamps  and  cenfors  fmpaking  with 
perfumes.    At  about  fix  paces  from  the  Za- 
morin ftood  his  two  brothers,  who  were  the  next 
heirs  to  the  Crown,  and  a  little  farther  feveral 
of  the  Nobles,  who  all  ftood  before  him. 

The  Admiral,  at  his  entrance,  would  have 
gone  up  to  kifs  the  Zamorin's  hand,  but  beinp- 
informed  that  it  was  not  the  cuftom,  he  defifted, 

^  and 
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and  took  his  feat  in  a  chair  placed  near  his- 
Majefty,  which  was  the  greatelt  honour  that 
could  be  done  him.  He  then  delivered  his  let- 
ter of  credit  written  in  Arabic,  which  the  Za- 
morin  having  read,  the  Admiral  delivered  bis 
ipefTage,  importing,  that  the  King  of  Portu- 
gal was  defirous  of  cultivating  a  friendlhip  with 
the  Zamorin,  and  of  fettling  a  fadory  at  Ca- 
licut, which  fhould  be  fupplied  with  all  forts 
of  European  goods,  and  defiring,  that  either  in 
exchange,  or  for  ready  money,  his  fliips  might 
be  allowed  to  lade  with  Ipices.  The  Zamorin 
feemed  pleafed  with  the  embaffy,  and  told  the 
Admiral,  that  his  mafter  fhould  be  welcome  to 
whatever  his  city  afforded. 

While  they  were  talking,  the  prefent  was 
brought  in,  which  conlifted  of  a  wrought  filver 
bafon  gilt,  a  fountain  of  the  fame,  a  filver  cup 
with  a  gilt  cover,  two  wedges  of  lilver,  four 
culhions,  two  of  cloth  of  gold,  and  two  of 
crimfon  velvet,  a  cloth  of  Itate  of  the  fame 
velvet  ilriped,  and  bound  with  gold  lace,  a 
very  fine  carpet,  and  two  rich  pieces  of  arras.  " 

The  audience  being  ended,  the  Zamorin  told 
Calral,  that  he  might  retire  either  to  his  lodg- 
ings or  his  Ihips ;  for  he  was  obliged  to  fend 
fpr  the  hoftages  who  were  not  ufed  to  the  fea, 
and  he  was  fure  would  neither  eat  nor  drink 
while  on  board ;  adding,  that  if  he  came  the' 
next  day  to  conclude  what  was  begun,  they 
ihould  be  fent  on  board  again.  This  hopeful 
beginning  was  in  danger  of  being  deftroyed 
by  an  unreafonable  dillrull:  which  prevailed  on 
both  fides  ;  for  the  Admiral  being  come  to  the 

vvatei' 
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water  fide,  a  fervant  belonging  to  one  of  the 
•hoftages  went  before  in  a  pinnace,  by  order 
of  the  clerk  and  comptroller  of  the  Zamorin's 
houfliold,  to  let  them  know  that  the  Admiral 
was  coming  aboard,  which  they  no  f6orier 
heard,  than  they  leaped  into  the  water,  in  or- 
der to  get  oif  in  the  pinnace  ;  but  Ajres  Corea, 
leaping  into  his  boat  took  fome  of  them.  The 
reft  however  got  off,  and  among  them  was 
the  Cutwal.  The  Admiral  coming  on  board, 
ordered  the  hoftages  that  were  taken  to  be  put 
under  the  hatches,  to  prevent  their  running 
away,  and  fent  to  the  Zamorin  to  complain  of 
the  reft,  laying  the  blame  on  the  clerk  and 
comptroller,  and  promifmg  to  deliver  thofe  he 
detained,  as  foon  as  his  baggage,  and  the  mea 
he  had  left  to  take  care  of  it,  were  brought 
on  board. 

■    The  next  day,  the  Zamorin  attended  by 
1200  men  came  to  the  water  fide,  and  fent 
on  board  the  Admiral's  men  and  baggage,  with 
whom  went  30  pinnaces  to  fetch  back  the  ho- 
ftages ;  but  for  fear  of  being  detained,  none  of 
them  durft  venture  near  enough  to  receive 
them.    The  Portuguefe  alfo  feemed  as  unwil- 
ling to  venture  in  order  to  deliver  them,  fo 
that  they  remained  fiill  in  cuftody.  However, 
■the  next  morning  Cabral  refolved  to  fend  them, 
on  ftiore  in  his  own  boats,  and  ordered  the 
I  men  to  land  them  at  a  diftance  from  the  pin- 
I  naces.    But  while  they  were  preparing  to  put 
1  off  with  them,  Jraxatnenoca,  the  eldeft  of  thefe 
,  I  pledges,  and  another  perfon  fuddenly  leaped 
into  the  water.    The  former  was  however  ta- 

kea 
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ken  again ;  but  the  other,  with  five  more,  mada 
their  efcape.  Upon  this  Cahral  ordered  Arax- 
amencca  to  be  clofely  watched ;  but  no  nieflen- 
ger  coming  to  demand  him  for  three  days,  and 
the  Admiral  obferving,  that  he  eat  nothing  all 
the  while,  fent  him  with  feveral  weapons  be- 
longing to  the  Malabars  to  the  Zamorin,  who 
immediately  ordered  two  of  \\\t,PortugiteJ'ey  who 
were  iHll  on  Ihore,  to  be  returned. 

Three  days  now  elapfed,   without  hearing 
from  the  Zamorin.    Upon  which  the  Admiral 
refolved  to  fend  a  mefienger,    to  learn  if  he 
was  inclined  to  finifh  the  agreement  already 
begun,  in  which  cafe  he  propofed  to  fend  his 
chief  faftor  on  fiiore,  provided  hollages  were 
delivered  as  before;  but  every  one  was  fopof-; 
lelied  with  fear,  that  Frmi£lfco  Correa  was  the 
only  perfon  on  board  the  fleet  who  would  un-l  lo 
dertake  to  deliver  the  meflage.  The  King  gavei 
Correa  a  very  kind  reception,  faid  that  he 
Ihould  be  glad  to  have  the  trade  fettled,  and 
made  no  difficulty  oHending  hoftages,  naming,! 
for  that  purpofe,  the  two  nephews  of  a  rich' 
Guxerat  merchant,  who  were  immediately  fent' 
on  board,  and  an  handfome  houfe  provided  for  « 
j^yres  Correa,  the  fa<2:or,  in  which  he  v.'as  to  Sii 
lodge  his  merchandize,  and  as  this  faflor  wasi  i' 
unacquainted  with  the  rules  obferved  in  trade, 
and  the  prices  of  commodities,  the  Zamorliil  \ 
ordered  the  grandfather  of  the  hoilages,  to'  K' 
whom  the  houfe  belonged,  to  inftruci  him  in' 
thefe  particulars.    However,  the  Guzerat  mer-j 
chant,  favouring  the  Arabians,  let  them  have 
the  goods  at  their  own  price,  and  perfuaded  it 
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Coma  to  give  more  for  the  merchandizes  of 
India,  than  they  were  worth.  Whenever  he 
went  to  fpeakto  the  Zamorin,  fome  of  the  Ara- 
bian merchants  were  always  prefent  to  contra- 
dift  his  meafures,  and  they  even  prevailed  on 
the  Admiral  of  Calicut,  to  hinder  thofe  belong- 
ing to  the  faftory  from  going  on  board,  and  to 
detain  any  of  the  fhips  that  ihould  remove 
nearer  the  fhore. 

Cabral  being  informed  of  thefe  proceedings, 
\  and  being  apprehenfive  that  he  fhould  be  at- 
tacked by  the  King's  fleet  in  cafe  he  remained 
in  the  harbour,  weighed  anchor  and  fiood  out 
liii  ito  fea,  refolving  to  confult  what  was  to  be  done. 

Upon  this  the  Zamorin  fent  foi  Correa,  and  learn- 
et  ing  from  him  the  caufe  of  the  Admiral's  leaving 
tli|the  harbour,  defired  that  he  would  fend  to  him 
to  return,    and  immediately  gave  orders  for 
fruftrating  the  defigns  of  the  Arabians  ;  he  alfo 
lufremoved  the  Guzerat  from  about  Correa,  and 
put  in  his  place  another  perfon,  v^  hofe  name 
pas  Cofebequin,  who,   though  a  Turk  himfelf, 
licl  was  a  friend  to  the  Portuguefe ;  for  the  Turh 
fjjlijwho  are  natives  of  India,  are  always  at  variance 
With   thofe  who  come  from  Cairo,   and  the 
t(  iftreights  of  Mecca.    Farther  to  prevent  the 
„j  Faftor  from  being  difturbed  by  the  Arabian 
fjjj  merchants,  and  to  give  him  an  opportunity  of 
jDtiii  juying  and  fsUing  to  advantage,  the  Zamorin 
t(  jave  him  a  houfe  by  the  water-fide  for  ever, 
jg,  \  vhich  was  done  by  a  v/riting,  to  which  that 
,^jr  *rince  put  his  hand  and  fea],  and  it  was  after- 
vards  inclofed  in  a  piece  of  cloth  of  g'>id  for 
ijjJhe  Admiral  to  carry  to  Portpyal.    The  2'.aiiio- 
Ciffll.  Vol.  VIII.  H   "  ;  lin 
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rin  alfo  direfted,  that  a  flag  with  the  arms  of 
Portugal,  ftiould  be  fixed  on  the  top  of  the 
building,  as  a  teftimony  of  its  being  appro- 
priated to  the  ufe  of  his  Portuguefe  Majefty, 
after  which  they  had  a  pretty  good  vent  for 
their  merchandize,  for  the  natives  frequented 
the  faftory,  and  the  Portuguefe  walked  about  in 
Calicut,  with  as  little  moleltation  as  they  could 
have  done  in  Lijhon. 

During  thefe  tranfaftions,  de  Calral  was  in- 
formed, that  a  large  fliip  of  Ceylon,  with  fe- 
veral  elephants  on  board,  was  bound  from  Co- 
chin  to  Cambaya,  and  that  the  commander  hav- 
ing refufed  the  Zamorin  one  of  thofe  animals, 
if  he  would  take  the  veflel,  he  would  not  only 
oblige  his  Majefty,  but  forward  his  own  bufi- 
nefs.  The  Admiral  fent  word,  that  to  oblige 
the  Zamorin,  he  would  willingly  attack  the 
ihip,  though  he  was  fenfible  it  was  a  dangerous 
attempt.  He  however  allotted  only  one  fmall 
fhip  commanded  by  Pedro  Attaida  for  this  en- 
terprife,  at  which  the  Zamorin  was  ftruck 
with  aft:onifhment,  and  waited  the  event  with 
great  impatience.  Scarce  were  the  Portuguefe 
prepared  for  the  engagement  when  the  fhip 
appeared,  upon  which  Attaida  inftantly  bore 
down  upon  her,  without  approaching  fo  near" 
as  to  give  the  men  on  board  an  opportunity  of 
taking  advantage  of  their  darts  and  their  fu- 
perior  numbers,  when  many  being  killed  by 
the  great  guns,  they  endeavoured  to  fave  them- 
lelves  by  flight,  and  by  the  favour  of  the . 
night  entered  the  harbour  of  Cananor ;  but 
finding  they  had  not   efcaped   the  purfuit 
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of  the  Portuguefe,  they  put  again  to  fea, 
and  the  engagement  being  renewed,  they 
were  at  length  driven  into  ,  the  harbour  of  Cali- 
cut. The  next  day  the  Zamorin  came  to  the 
water-fide,  and  was  greatly  furprifed  at  feeing 
a  veffel  taken  by  one,  that  was  not  above  a 
fixth  part  of  her  bulk,  and  to  ftew  his  appro- 
bation was  very  laviih  in  his  encomiums  on  the 
bravery  of  the  Portuguefe. 

The  Arabians  at  Calicut  now  joined  in  a 
body,  and  Vv'aiting  on  the  Zamorin,  reprefent- 
ed  their  concern  at  finding  that  he  fo  highly 
prized  thefe  new  comers,  while  he  fhewed 
but  little  efteem  for  thofe  who  had  fo  long 
given  proofs  of  their  fidelity,  and  fo  long  fup- 
ported  the  trade  of  Calicut.  They  infinuated, 
that  the  Portuguefe  could  not  pofiibly  be  any 
other  than  pirates,  fince  it  evidently  appeared 
to  them,  that  they  could  not  come  to  India  for 
th;  fake  of  trade,  the  profits  of  which  could 
not  be  fuppofed  to  defray  the  expences  of  fo 
many  fhips  and  men  in  a  voyage  of  5000 
leagues.  They  even  affirmed,  that  their  de- 
fign  was  to  take  the  city  and  plunder  the 
country,  if  they  could  once  get  the  leafl:  foot- 
ing there,  and  that  they  would  turn  the  failory 
he  had  given  them  into  a  fort,  and  concluded 
with  threatening  to  remove  to  fome  other  city 
of  Malabar,  in  cafe  he  continued  to  give  the 
.Portuguefe  fuch  encouragement,  and  them  fo 
little. 

The  Zamorin  affured  them  of  his  friend- 
fhip,  and,  that  he  would  not  forfake  them  in 
favour  of  any  ftrangers :  he  let  thsm  know, 
H  2  that 
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that  his  reafon  for  fending  the  Admiral  to  take  ; 
the  Cochin  fhip,  was  only  to  try  the  valour  of 
his  men,  and  that  he  only  allowed  them  to  j 
trade,  like  other  merchants,  in  order  to  bring 
their  money  into  his  country.    The  Aralicm  j 
merchants,  far  from  being  fatisfied  with  thefe  ; 
reafons,  from  thence  forward  publicly  inter-  i 
meddled  in  the  affairs  of  the  Portugefc,  and  fo 
far  oppofed  them  in  the  buying  of  fpices,  that 
in  three  months  time  there  were  but  two  fhips, 
that  had  taken  in  their  full  complement,  though  , 
the  Zamorin  himfelf  had  promifed  that  the 
whole  fleet  fhould  be  laden  with  fpices  in  20 
days,  and  that  they  Ihould  be  fupplied  before 
the  veflels  of  any  other  ftrangers.  | 

The  Admiral  readily  concluded  that  this 
could  not  be  done  without  the  knowledge  and 
confent  of  the  Zamorin,  and,  therefore,  fent 
an  officer  to  complain  of  thefe  injuries,  and 
that  notwithllanding  his  promife,  the  Arabian 
fhips  were  fupplied  with  great  facility  and  ex- 
pedition. Upon  this  remonftrance,  the  Za- 
morin feemed  to  be  greatly  furprifed  at  the 
Ihips  being  fUll  unladen,  and  faid,  that  he 
could  not  believe  that  the  Arabians  would  dare 
to  difobey  his  commands,  by  buying  of  fpices 
in  a  clandeftine  manner,  he,  therefore,  gave 
the  FortugiLcfe  leave  to  fearch  the  fhips  of  the 
Arabians,  and  to  take  all  the  fpices  they  found 
in  them,  only  paying  the  jufl  value  to  the  mer- 
chants. 

As  the  Arabians  waited  for  an  opportunity 
to  quarrel  with  the  Portuguefe,  they  thought 
this  afforded  a  very  good  pretence  for  it.  Im- 
mediately 
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mediately  one  of  the  principal  perfons  among 
them  began  to  lade  his  fhip  openly,  and  the 
better  to  fucceed  in  his  fcheme,  got  fome  of  the 
Arabians  and  natives  whom  the  faftor  took  for 
his  friends,  to  perfuade  him,  that  if  he  did 
not  feize  thefe  fpices,  he  would  never  be  able 
to  freight  the  fleet.    Correa  giving  credit  to 
this  advice,  fent  to  delire  the  Admiral  to  take 
the  Ihip.    But  he  being  appreheniive  that  it 
would  caufe  the  Arabians  to  rife  againfl:  the 
faftory,   was  very  much  againft  it.  Correa 
prefied  him  again,  and  Cahral  declined  it  a  fe- 
cond  time  ;  but  the  faftor  perfilling  in  his  ap- 
plication, and  engaging  to  anfwer  for  all  da- 
mages that  fhould  happen  on  that  account,  the 
Admiral  at  length  fent  a  perfon  to  acquaint 
the  Captain,  that  he  mufl:  not  depart  without 
his  permilTion,  but  the  Arabian  difregarding 
his  orders,  he  commanded  his  officers  to  man 
and  arm  the  boats,  and  tow  the  veffel  back  in- 
to the  harbour.    The  owner,  who  was  a  per- 
fon of  great  wealth  and  influence,  being  en- 
raged at  this  proceeding,  afl^embled  his  friends 
and  adherents,  and  repairing  with  them  to  the 
palace,  informed  the  Zamorin,  that  though  the 
Portuguefe  had  gotten  a  much  greater  quantity 
'  of  fpices  and  dr;ugs  than  they,  yet  they  were 
iic  i  fo  far  from  being  contented,  that  like  robbers 
and  pirates,  they  would  needs  run  away  with 
all.    They  therefore    demanded,    that  they 
might  be  allowed  to  redrefs  themfelves,  and 
to  take  fatisfaftion  for  the  injury.    The  Za- 
morin who  was  continually  wavering,  now, 
intimated  that  he  Ihould  not  be  difpleafed  at 
tely  I  H  3  any 
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any  plan  of  revenge  they  fhould  execute. 

Upon  which  they  haftened  back  to  affanlt  the 

faftory. 

The  houfe  belonging  to  the  Portuguefe  was 
encompaffed  with  a  wall  ten  feet  high,  and  in 
it  were  70  men,  including  the  friars ;  but 
among  them  all,  there  were  only  eight  crofs 
bows,  belides  their  fwords.  The  firlt  party  of 
Arabs  who  advanced,  were  fo  fev/,  that  the  Por- 
tuguefe refolved  to  defend  the  gates  of  the 
fadlory  with  their  clokes  and  rapiers,  but  their 
numbers  increafmg  very  fall,  and  galling  the 
defendants  with  their  arrows  and  ipears,  the 
Portuguefe,  after  having  loll  five  men,  with  no 
fmall  difficulty  fhut  the  gates,  and  betook 
themfelves  to  the  walls  with  their  crofs  bows. 
Correa  foon  perceived  that  the  enemy  amount-  | 
ed  to  400  men,  among  whom  were  feveral 
Naires,  and  that  it  was  impoffible  to  hold  out 
long,  without  obtaining  affillance  from  the  fleet, 
upon  which  he  fet  up  a  flag  on  the  top  of  the  1 
■fadlory,  as  a  lignal  of  diilrefs.  The  Admiral 
being  ill,  fent  to  his  relief  Sancbo  de  Toar  with 
all  the  boats,  and  a  llrong  detachment  of  men  ; 
but  finding  the  enemy  fo  numerous,  he,  would 
not  venture  to  land,  nor  even  go  too  near  the 
fhore,  for  fear  the  enemy  fliould  fend  out  their 
Almadias  and  Tonies  to  take  him.  Mean 
while  many  of  the  befleged  being  wounded 
with  a  conflant  fliov/er  of  fpear's  and  arrows, 
and  feeing  the  Arabs  preparing  engines  to  bat- 
ter down  the  v/all,  they  refolved  to  quit  the 
factory  by  a  door  that  opened  to  the  water-fide, 
in  hopes  of  faving  themfelves  in  the  boats ; 
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but  the  enemy  prefling  them  clofe,  and  the 
boats  not  immediately  advancing,  only  20 
efcaped,  the  greateft  part  of  whom  afterwards 
died  of  their  wounds,  the  other  50  being  either 
killed  upon  the  fpot  or  taken  priibners.  Among 
the  former  was  Ayres  Correa  ;  but  his  fon  An- 
tonio, a  boy  of  about  eleven  years  of  age  was 
conveyed  to  the  fhore  by  one  of  the  Portugiiefe, 
who  defended  him  with  great  valour ;  but  in 
fpite  of  all  his  efforts,  the  boy  muft  have 
perilled,  had  not  a  failor  taken  him  on  his 
Ihoulders  and  fvvam  v/ith  him  on  board,  and 
this  boy  afterwards  acquired  great  reputatioa 
by  his  bravery.  The  n>erchandize  feized  on 
this  occafion,  amounted  to  4000  ducats,  and  of 
the  men  who  were  taken  prifoners,  four  died 
of  their  wounds. 

Cabral  was  much  concerned  at  the  lofs  of 
his  men,  and  finding  that  the  Zamorin  fetit  no 
apology,  he  refolved  to  be  immediately  re- 
venged, in  order  to  prevent  that  Prince  having 
tim.e  to  arm  his  fleet.  Cabral  therefore  gave 
orders  for  attacking  ten  large  Arabian  veffels 
that  were  in  the  harbour.    The  engagement 

i:>  lot 

was  maintained  for  fome  time  with  great  obfti- 
nacy  on  both  fides ;  the  Portuguefe  however  at 
laft  boarded  them,  killed  600  of  the  Arabs, 
.and  obliged  thofe  who  remained  alive  to  ferve- 
as  failors.  Finding  three  elephants  in  the  prizes, 
he  had  them  killed  and  faked,  to  fupply  the 
want  of  other  provifxons  which  began  to  p-row 
fcarce  :  The  fpices  and  other  goods  were  then 
taken  out,  and  the  lliips  burned  in  fight  of 
crowds  of  Arabians  on  the  fliorc,  and  in  the 

Almadias, 
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Almadias,  who  came  to  fuccour  their  friends, 
but  were  foon  repulfed  with  lofs.  Mean  while 
the  inhabitants  of  Calicut  were  fo  terrified  at 
the  fight  of  the  flames,  that  they  ran  up  and 
down  in  the  grreatefl;  diffraftion. 

This  was  a  fevere  revenge,  and  certainly  as 
much  as  jultice  could  authorize  ;  but  the  Ad- 
miral was  not  yet  fatisfied  :  he  ordered  his 
Ihips  to  fpread  along  the  Ihore,  and  advance 
as  near  it  as  poffible  with  tlieir  boats  before 
them.  At  break  of  day  the  ordnance  began  to 
play  upon  the  town,  and  did  great  execution 
botli  among  the  houfes  and  the  inhabitants, 
whs  crowding  to  avoid,  or  to  repel  the  danger, 
fell  thick  at  every  fhot.  Several  of  the  temples 
were  demolifned,  with  part  of  his  Majelly's  pa- 
lace, and  the  terror  was  fo  univerfal,  that  the 
Zamorin  himfelf  fled,  and  narrowly  efcaped  a 
bullet  from  one  of  the  boats,  a  Naire  being 
killed  juft  behind  him. 

Towards  evening  the  Portuguefe  put  a  flop  to 
their  cannonading  to  follow  two  large  fliips, 
which  were  making  into  the  port ;  but  per- 
ceiving the  flaughter  and  devaftation  made  by 
the  Portuguefe,  fled  to  Paridarane,  where  there 
were  five  other  veflels  at  anchor  ;  but  Cabral 
not  being  able  to  come  up  v.'ith  them,  purfued 
his  voyage  to  Cochin,  in  order  to  fettle  a  faftory 
there,  and  took  two  Arabian  fnips  in  his 
palTage. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.  III. 

The  Fleet  arri'ves  at  Cochin,  nuhere  they  load 
their  Ships  nvith  Spices,  and  take  tvjo  Indian 
Chrijiians  on  beard  :  they  efc ape  a  large  Fleet fent 
from  Calicut,  and  fail  to  Cananor,  where  de 
C'abral  repairs  his  Ships,  and  taking  an  Am- 
baffador  on  board,  mitinues  his  V yage  back  to 
Lifbon. 

CA  B  R  A  L  arrived  before  the  city  of  Co- 
chin  on  the  20th  of  December.  This  city, 
which  ftands  upon  a  river,  is  19  leagues  fouth 
of  Calicut,  and  has  a  fafe  and  capacious  port ; 
the  land  about  it  is  low,  and  divided  into 
many  iflands.  The  city  was  built  after  the 
fame  manner  as  Calicut,  and  inhabited  by 
Pagans  and  Arabs,  who  came  thither  for  the 
fake  of  trade.  Though  there  was  no  great 
plenty  of  provifions,  the  country  about  it  being 
of  fmall  extent,  and  at  the  fame  time  barren, 
yet  there  was  plenty  of  pepper.  The  king 
whofe  name  was  Trimumpara,  was  tributary  to 
the  Zamorin,  and  not  being  intitled  to  coin 
money,  was  but  poor ;  but  the  manner  in 
which  he  heard  the  Portuguefe  had  treated  the 
Zamorin,  luckily  prejudiced  him  in  their  fa- 
:VOur. 

The  Admiral  having  caft  anchor,  fent  an 
Indian  convert  called  Michael  Joghi,  to  the 
King,  to  inform  him  of  his  coming  ;  to  let 
him  know  what  he  had  done  at  Calicut,  and  to 
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defire,  that  he  might  be  allowed  to  trade  for 
fpices  and  other  commodities,  either  in  ex- 
change for  merchandize,  or  for  ready  money. 
This  meffenger  had  been  one  of  the  fed  of  the 
Bramins,  called  by  the  Indians  Joques,  who 
aiFedt  the  utmoft  contempt  of  eafe,  pleafure, 
and  enjoyment ;  and  attempt  to  pleafe  the 
deity  and  excite  compaffion  from  the  people, 
by  wandering  about  naked,  girt  with  chains, 
and  fuffering  voluntary  penances.  They  fup- 
port  themfelves  by  begging,  and  frequent 
markets  and  other  public  places,  where  they 
preach  up  their  religious  tenets  with  great  zeal 
and  vehemence.  1  his  perfon  was  become  a 
convert  to  the  Chrijiian  Faith,  and  behaved 
with  great  integrity.  He  returned  with  a  very 
civil  and  polite  anfvver  from  his  Majefty,  who 
expreffed  his  joy  at  the  arrival  of  the  Portuguefe, 
and  immediately  difpatched  two  of  his  prin- 
cipal Naires  as  hoftages,  on  condition  that  he 
ihould  change  them  every  day,  becaufe  if  they 
once  eat  on  Ihipboard,  they  could  never  more 
appear  in  his  prefence.  The  Admiral  pleafed 
with  this  hopeful  beginning,  appointed  Gon- 
%alo  Gil  Barbofa  fadtor,  and  fent  with  him  » 
clerk,  an  interpreter,  and  four  baniflied  men 
as  fervants. 

His  Majefty  immediately  fent  the  Regider 
of  the  city  and  feveral  nobles  to  receive  the 
faftor  and  bring  him  to  court ;  but  they  here 
found  none  of  that  ftate  and  grandeur  which 
they  had  met  with  at  Calicut.  The  Prince 
was  but  meanly  clad,  and  his  palace  had  no- 
thing but  bare  walls,  with  feats  round  them 
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railed  in,  and  in  one  of  thefe  the  Prince  him- 
felf  fat.  The  faftor  being  introduced  offered 
the  Admiral's  prefent,  which  confiifted  of  a 
lilver  walhing  bafon  full  of  faffron,  a  large 
lilver  ewer,  filled  with  rofe-water,  and  fome 
branches  of  coral.  The  King  received  this 
prefent  with  apparent  pleafure,  returned  the 
Admiral  thanks,  and  after  having  talked  fome 
time  with  the  faftor,  ordered  him  and  his  meii 
to  be  well  lodged.  The  Admiral  would  not 
venture  more  perfons  on  ftiore,  for  fear  of  be- 
ing expofed  to  the  fame  misfortune  as  at  Ca- 
licut ;  but  the  event  Ihewed  there  was  no  rea- 
fon  for  diftruft.  By  the  kind  ufage  the  Por- 
tuguefe  met  with,  by  the  difpatch  that  was 
made  in  lading  their  Ihips,  and  the  willing- 
nefs  with  which  the  natives  affilled  them  on 
all  occalions,  it  plainly  appeared,  that  this 
Prince  was  very  fmcere  in  his  profeffions  of 
ferving  them. 

The  fhips  being  laden,  and  the  Admiral  on 
fliore,  he  was  vifited  by  two  Indian  Chriflians 
who  were  brother?,  and  were  defirous  of  going 
to  Portugal,  in  order  to  vifit  Rojne  and  Jervfa- 
lemJ  They  were  called  the  Chriftians  of  St. 
Thomas,  and  Cabral  afking  them,  if  the  place 
they  came  from  was  inhabited  only  by  Chrif- 
tians,  and  whether  they  belonged  to  the  Greek 
or  Latin  church  ?  one  of  them  informed  him, 
that  the  inhabitants  were  a  mixture  of  Chrif- 
tians,  Jews,  Pagans,  and  Mahometan  ftrangers, 
who  were  merchants  of  Syria,  Egypt,  Perjia, 
and  Arabia;  that  the  Chriftians  paid  the  King 
tribute,  and  dwelt  in  a  part  of  the  city  by 
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themfelves ;  where  they  had  a  church,  in  which 
they  had  croffes,  but  no  other  images,  nor  no 
bells.  That  they  had  their  Pope,  under  whom 
were  twelve  Cardinals,  and  two  Patriarchs, 
with  many  Bifhops  and  Archbifhops,  who  all 
refided  in  Armenia,  to  which  place  the  Bifhops 
of  Crangafior  went  to  receive  their  dignity, 
and  that  he  himfelf  had  been  there,  in  order 
to  be  ordained  Priefl:  by  the  Pope,  whofe  jurif- 
diftion  extended  over  Ivdia  and  Catay,  That 
the  two  Patriarchs  refided  in  thofe  two  provin- 
ces, and  the  Bifhops  were  difperfed  in  the  cities 
belonging  to  them.  That  their  Pope  was  called 
Catholicos,  and  their  tonfure  made  in  the  form 
of  a  crofs.  The  Admiral  readily  granted  their 
requeft,  and  confented  to  take  them  with  him 
to  Portugal. 

There  foon  after  came  two  meffengers  from 
the  Kino's  of  Cananor  and  Coulan,  inviting  the 
Admiral  to  come  and  trade  in  their  ports,  and 
promifing  him  fpices  cheaper  than  he  could 
have  them  at  Cochin.  Cabral  returned  them 
thanks,  and  excufed  himfelf  from  accepting 
thofe  invitations,  by  afiuring  them,  that  he  had 
already  com^pleted  his  cargo  ;  but  promifed  to 
vilit  them  on  his  return  to  India. 

Soon  after  25  large  fliips,  befides  a  great 
number  of  fmall  vefiels,  appeared  on  the  coafl, 
and  the  King  of  Cochin  being  informed  of  the' 
defign  of  this  armament,  immediately  fent  to 
inform  de  Cabral,  that  this  large  fleet  was 
fitted  out  by  the  Zamorin  of  Calicut,  and  had 
on  board  15,000  foldiers  to  revenge  the  lofs 
of  his  capital,  and  to  make  him  an  offer  of 
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fupplying  him  with  all  the  afli Ranee  he  wanted. 
Cabral  returned  thanks  to  the  King,  and  affured 
him,  that  he  fhould  be  able  with  his  fmal]  force, 
to  naake  them  repent  their  errand  ;  and  having 
prepared  liis  Ihips  for  an  engagement,  failed 
direftly  to  meet  the  enemy  ;  but  a  fiorm  arifmg, 
and  the  wind  Ihifting,  he  was  obliged  to  re- 
turn. 

The  next  day,  which  was  the  loth  of  Ja- 
vtiary  1501,  the  Admiral  prepared  to  feek  the 
enemy ;  but  miffing  a  Ihip  commanded  by 
Sancho  de  Toar,  which  was  the  largeft  next  to 
his  own,  and  the  beil  provided  with  men,  he 
thought  proper  to  change  his  refolution,  and 
fleer  homewards ;  but  was  all  that  day  follow- 
ed by  the  Calicut  fleet,  which  left  him  at  night. 
This  prevented  his  returning  to  Cochin,  as  he 
had  propofed,  in  order  to  fet  on  fliore  the 
Naires,  who  were  the  King's  hoftages ;  and, 
contrary  to  the  laws  of  all  nations,  he  carried 
them  away  with  him  ;  but  after  falling  five 
days,  they  were  at  length,  by  the  Admiral's 
perfuafions,  reconciled  to  eating  on  board. 

The  fleet  was  foon  after  joined  by  the  Ihip 
that  was  miffing,  and  arriving  on  the  coaft  of 
Cananor,  the  Admiral  received  another  invita- 
tion frorn  the  King,  in  confequence  of  which, 
he  entered  the  port  of  that  city  on  the  15th. 
The  city  of  Cananor  is  fituated  31  leagues  to 
the  north  of  Cochin,  and  is  very  large.  The 
bay  forms  a  commodious '  harbour,  and  the 
'  houfss  are  of  earth  covered  with  Hates ;  the 
adjacent  country  produces  all  the  neceflaries 
of  life,  befides  plenty  of  ginger,  cardamum, 
•     Vol.  VilL  I  caffia. 
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cafiia,  myrabolans,  and  tamarinds ;  but  no 
more  pepper  than  is  confumed  in  the  country, 
and  the  Arabians  here  carry  on  a  confiderable 
trade.  The  lakes  near  the  city  produce  alliga- 
tors ;  and  here  are  adders,  which  are  faid  to 
fo  poifonous,  as  to  kill  men  with  their  breath. 
There  are  bats  as  large  as  kites,  with  a  head 
like  that  of  a  fox,  and  are  efteemed  good  eating. 
The  King,  who  was  one  of  the  three  inde- 
pendent Princes  of  Malabar,  was  a  Bramin  ; 
but  not  fo  rich  as  either  the  Zamorin  of  Cali- 
cut, or  the  King  of  Coulan.  Here  the  Admi- 
ral took  in  400  quintals  of  cinnamon,  and  feme 
ginger  ;  but  the  King  fuppofing  that  the  fmall 
quantity  of  fplces  he  purchafed  there  proceeded 
from  his  want  of  money,  and  the  lofs  he  had 
fu^Fered,  by  having  his  faftory  at  Calicut  de- 
ftrcyed,  feat  in  a  very  friendly  manner  to  let 
him  know,  that  he  might  have  whatever  he 
plcafed  upon  credit.  The  Admiral  thanked 
his  Majefty  for  this  generous  offer,  which  he 
declined  accepting,  and  to  convince  the  mef- 
fenger  that  he  flood  in  no  need  of  this  afiiftance, 
fhewed  him  a  large  fum  of  money,  and  let 
him  know,  that  the  fhips  being  already  com- 
pletely laden,  was  the  reafon  of  his  forbearing 
to  make  a  larger  purchafe. 

Cabral  having,  by  the  King's  dellre,  taken 
on  board  an  Ambaffador  to  his  Portuguefe  Ma- 
jefty,  he  weighed  from  Canamr,  in  order  to 
crofs  the  fea  between  India  and  Africa,  in 
which  pafiage  he  took  a  very  large  and  rich 
merchant  fhip  ;  but  finding  fhe  belonged  to 
Cambaya,  he  difmifTed  her,  after  having  taken 
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out  of  her  a  pilot  to  conduft  him  through  the 
Indian  fea,  telling  the  commander,  that  Ema- 
nuel King  of  Portugal,  was  at  war  with  none 
in  India,  but  the  Zamorin  of  Calicut,  and  the 
Arabians  of  Mecca,  from  whom  he  had  fulFer- 
ed  the  greateft  indignities. 

Soon  after,  the  fleet  v/as  overtaken  by  a  ter- 
rible ftorm  when  they  were  near  the  African 
coall,  in  which  the  flaip,  commanded  by  Sancha 
de  Toar,  was  driven  in  the  night  upon  a  bank, 
where,  after  the  crew  and  cargo  were  taken 
out,  and  divided  among  the  other  Ihips,  Ihe 
was  burnt  by  the  Admiral's  order,  to  prevent 
her  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy  ;  but 
jiotvvithftanding  this  precaution,  the  King  of 
Mombajfa  afterwards  found  means  to  recover 
the  gr?at  guns.  Following  their  courfe  in  this 
tempeft,  they  paffed  by  Melinda,  not  being  able 
to  put  in  there,  nor  at  any  other  place  upon 
the  coaft,  till  they  came  to  Mofambique,  where 
they  caft  anchor,  in  order  to  refit  their  Ihips. 

Cabralnov/  fent  de  Toar  to  examine  the  coall 
of  Sofala,  while  he  himfelf  proceeded  on  his 
voyage.  On  the  22d  of  May,  he  doubled  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and  continuing  his  voyage, 
arrived  zxLiJbon  on  the  31ft  of  July,  1501. 
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VOYAGE 
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Captain  James  Lancaster. 

T  O    T  H  E 

E  J  S  r  INDIES. 

The  firfl:  made  on  Account  of  the  English 
East  India  Company. 

CHAP.  I. 

j^n  Account  of  the  Fleet  and  Officers.    They  Jeil 
fail ;  take  a  Portuguefe  Ship  on  the  Coaf  of. 
Guinea,  and  arri've  in  the  Bay  of  Saldanna 
The  Method  they  tnade  ife  of  in  curing  thi\ 
Scurvy,  and  to  obtain  Plenty  of  Provifons. 

IN  the  year  i6oo,  the  merchants  of  Lon 
don  having  raifed  a  joint  ftock  of  72,000 1 
to  be  employed  in  Ihips  and  merchandize,  i;j 
order  to  carry  on  a  trade  to  the  Eaft  Indies,  fo 
which  they  had  obtained  a  patent  from  Queej 
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Elizabeth,  they  bought  and  fitted  out  four  large 
Ihips,  'viz..  the  Dragon  of  600  tuns  and  202 
men,  commanded  by  Capt.  "James  Lancafisry 
General*;  the  Heilor  of  300  tons  and  108 
men,  under  the  command  of  Capt.  John  Mid- 
dletoji.  Vice- Admiral  ;  the  Afcenfion  of  260  tons 
and  32  men,  in  which  was  William  Brand, 
chief  Governor  ;  and  the  Sufan  carrying  84. 
men,  commanded  by  Capt.  John  Hay-tvard ;  to 
which  was  added,  the  Guejl,  a  fliip  of  130  tons 
as  a  vidaaller.  There  were  in  each  of  the 
four  fhips  three  merchants,  who  were  to  fuc- 
ceed  each  other  in  cafe  of  death  ;  and  the  fleet 
was  furniflied  with  provifions  for  20  months. 
There  were  on  board  in  merchandize  and  Spa- 
Tiijh  money  to  the  value  of  27,000  /.  and  all 
the  reft  of  the  company's  llock  was  laid  out 
in  the  purchafe  and  equipment  of  the  fhips ; 
in  providing  them  with  necelTaries,  and  ad- 
vancing money  to  the  mariners.  Queen  Eli- 
z.aheth  gave  them  letters  of  recommendation 
to  feveral  Princes  of  India;  and  as  no  great 
aftion  can  well  be  carried  on,  without  an  ab- 
folute  authority,  llie  granted  the  General  a 
coiTimiffion  of  martial  law. 

This  fleet  failed  from  Dartmouth  on  the  18th 
of  April,  160J,  and  put  into  Torbay,  where  the 
General  had  fent  inftruftions  on  board  all  the 
fhips,  for  keeping  company  at  fea,  and  ap- 

*  ATlerujards  Sir  James.  This  Gentleman  vjas 
one  of  the  Comtc.ity  to  i^hom  the  Patent  %vas 
gra?i:cd. 
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pointed  the  places  of  rendezvous,  in  cafe  of 
reparation. 

On  the  22d  of  April  they  departed  for  the 
Canaries,  and  in  the  morning  of  the  5  th  of 
May,  had  fight  of  Jlegranza,  the  mofl:  northerly 
of  thefe  illands,  but  being  frequently  becalm- 
ed, and  often  meeting  with  contrary  winds,  it 
was  the  21ft  of  June,  before  they  got  into 
two  degrees  north,  where  fpying  a  Portuguefe 
fhip,  they  chafed  and  took  her  *.  She  came 
from  Lijhon  with  two  caracks,  and  three  ga- 
leons  bound  for  the  Eafi  Indies,  from  which 
fliips  file  had  been  feperated  at  fea.  The  Eng- 
li/h  took  out  of  her  146  butts  of  wine,  176 
jars  of  oil,  12  barrels  of  oil,  and  55  hoglheads 
of  meal,  which  were  equitably  diilributed  a- 
mong  the  Ihips,  and  was  a  great  help  to  them 
during  the  whole  voyage. 

On  the  lall  of  June  they  pafied  the  line,  and 
the  25th  of  July,  got  into  19°  40'  fouth  la- 
titude, where  they  unloaded  the  Gueji  viftual- 
ler,  and  after  taking  her  mails,  fails  and  yards, 
broke  down  her  higher  buildings  for  fire  wood, 
and  left  her  floating  in  the  fea.  Nine  days 
after  they  crofled  the  tropic  of  Capricorn,  when 
many  of  the  men  falling  fick  from  their  con- 
tinuing fo  long  under  the  line,  by  the  firfi: 
of  Aiigujl,  all  the  ihips,  except  the  General's, 
were  fo  thin  of  men,  that  they  had  fcarce  a 
fufficient  number  to  handle  their  fails,  and  the 
want  of  hands,  became  at  lall  fo  great,  that 

*  Portugal  ^vas  then  fuhjeS  to  the  Spaniards, 
'With  ivhom  ^een  Elizabeth  <vjas  then  at  ivar. 
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In  Ibme  of  the  Ihips  the  merchants  took  their 
turns  at  the  helm,  and  like  comnion  failors, 
went  aloft  to  take  in  the  fails  ;  but  at  length,  a 
fair  wind  fpringing  up,  they  on  the  9th  of  Sep~ 
tember  reached  Saldanna,  and  the  He£lor  came 
to  an  anchor.  The  General  fent  his  boats  to 
affilt  the  other  fhips  in  entering  the  harbour, 
and  even  went  on  board  them  himfelf,  with  a 
fufficient  number  of  men,  to  hoift  out  their 
boats  for  them. 

The  reafon  why  his  crew  were  in  better 
health  than  thofe  of  the  other  fhips,  was  ow- 
ing to  tlie  General's  having  brought  fome  bot- 
tles of  the  juice  of  lemons  to  fea  with  him,  of 
which  he  gave  to  every  perfon  on  board,  as 
long  as  it  lafted,  three  fpoonfuls  every  morn- 
ing falling,  not  fufFering  them  to  eat  any  thing 
after  it  till  noon. 

Mr.  Lancajier  having  revived  the  Ipirits  of 
the  feeble  crews  in  the  other  Ihips,  by  the 
affiftance  he  had  afforded  them,  went  on  fhore, 
and  meeting  with  fome  of  the  natives,  gave 
them  feveral  trifles,  as  knives  and  pieces  of 
iron,  making  figns  for  them  to  bring  him  cows 
and  fheep,  which  he  eafily  made  them  under- 
ftand  by  fpeaking  in  the  language  of  the  cat- 
tle themfelves.  Fie  made  a  noife  like  the  low- 
ing of  horned  cattle,  to  Ihew  that  he  wanted 
them,  and  ufed  the  found  baa  for  fheep,  which 
the  natives  eafily  underftood,  without  an  in- 
terpreter. Flaving  difmiiled  the  people,  well 
fatisfied  v,/ith  their  prefents  and  kind  ufage,  he 
i  gave  orders  that  every  fliip's  company  ihould 
bring  their  fails  011  land,  ereft  tents  for  their 
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Cape  Sebajiian,  and  continued  plying  to  the 
eailward  till  the  15  th  of  December,  about  which 
time,  the  men  began  again  to  fall  iick  of  the 
fcurvy. 

On  the  17th  day  they  had  fight  of  the 
fouthermoft  part  of  St.  Mary's  ifland,  and  the 
next  day,  having  anchored  between  it  and  Ma- 
dagafcar,  they  lent  their  boats  alhore  to  the 
former  ifland,  where  they  got  plenty  of  lemons 
and  oranges ;  but  while  they  were  riding  there, 
there  arofe  fo  violent  a  ftorm,  that  three  of  the 
Ihips  were  driven  from  their  anchors,  but  at 
length  this  tempeft  abating,  after  it  had  con- 
tinued fixteen  hours,  the  lliips  returned. 

St.  Mary's  ifland  is  high  land,  and  full  of 
woods,  the  people  are  black,  and  the  men  tall 
and  handfome  with  curled  hair,  only  they 
firoke  up  that  on  their  foreheads,  by  which 
means  it  ftands  about  three  inches  upright. 
They  go  quite  naked,  except  a  fmall  covering 
hanging  from  the  waift,  and  feem  to  be  ex- 
tremely brave,  yet  are  eafy  to  converfe  with. 
Though  their  principal  food  is  rice  and  filh, 
the  Englijh  could  get  but  a  fmall  quantity  of 
the  former,  for  as  harvefl:  was  at  hand,  they 
had  nearly  confumed  their  whole  flock.  They 
could  therefore  obtain  nothing  more  than  a 
little  goats  milk ;  for  they  faw  only  one  cow, 
and  that  was  driven  away  as  foon  as  the  people 
perceived  the  E-ngliJh  were  landing.  There  are 
two  or  three  watering  places  on  the  north  part 
of  the  ifland,  none  of  which  are  very  commo- 
dious, yet  with  fome  trouble  v/ater  enough 
may  be  had.    However,  as  there  was  fo  little 
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refrefhment  to  be  obtained,  and  as  the  place 
diey  rode  in  was  very  dangerous,  they  failed 
on  the  23d  for  Jntongi I ;  on  the  25th  they  en- 
tered that  bay,  and  came  to  an  anchor  between 
a  fmall  ifland  lying  in  the  bottom  of  the  bay 
and  the  main,  which  was  a  very  fafe  road  ; 
but  on  landing  in  this  little  ifland,  they  found, 
a  writing  laid  in  the  rocks,  that  five  Dutch 
ihips  had  been  there  about  two  months  before, 
and  that  while  they  rode  in  that  place,  they 
had  loll  150  or  200  hundred  men  by  ficknefs. 

Landing  the  day  after  in  the  main  ifland, 
the  people  foon  repaired  to  them,  and  by  figns 
informed  them  of  the  five  Dutch  fliips,  and 
that  they  had  bought  the  mofl  part  of  their 
provifions.  Hovv^ever,  they  entered  into  barter 
with  the  Englijh,  to  whom  they  fold  hens,  rice, 
oranges,  lemons  and  plantains,  but  held  them 
up  at  a  high  rate.  Their  market  was  near  a 
great  river,  upon  which  the  Englijh  went  in 
their  boats ;  thofe  appointed  to  be  buyers  land- 
ing, while  the  reft  Itaid  in  the  boats  at  15  ol- 
20  yards  diftance,  where  the  natives  could  not 
come  at  them  ;  though  they  were  always  ready 
with  their  weapons  in  their  hands  to  take  in 
thofe  who  were  on  fliore,  whenever  it  flvould 
be  neceffary,  TJie  natives  trifled  away  fome 
days  before  they  would  deal  with  them ;  for 
they  were  very  fubtle  in  buying  and  felling, 
"continually  Infifting  upon  having  a  little  more, 
and  if  that  was  once  complied  with,  none  would 
afterwards  fell  under  that  price. 

The  General  perceiving  this  troublefome 
difpofition,  ordered  meafures  to  be  made,  which 

held 
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held  near  a  quart,  and  appointed  how  many 
glafs  beads  fliould  be  given  for  every  meafure. 
The  like  order  was  made  with  refped:  to  oran- 
ges, lemons  and  plantains.    The  number  to  be 
given  for  every  bead  was  fixed,  nor  were  they 
to  deal  on  other  terms.     The  natives,  after 
holding  off  a  little,  at  length  confented,  and 
from  this  prudent  regulation,  their  dealings  be- 
came frank,  and  without  any  further  cavilling 
or  difpute.    The  Lnglip  bought  here  15  tons 
and  a  quarter  of  rice,  40  or  50  bufiiels  of 
peas  and  beans,  great  llore  of  oranges,  lemons 
and  plantains,  eight  cows,   and    feme  fow. 
While  they  rode  in  this  bay,  they  joined  to- 
gether a  pinnace  of  18  tons,  brought  out  of 
England  in  pieces,  and  cutting  down  fame  of 
the  trees,  which  grew  there  in  great  abun-i 
dance,  fawed  them  into  boards  and  fheathed. 
her.    This  velTel  was  of  ufe  in  going  b^efore 
their  fhips,  in  order  to  make  the  proper  found- 
ings, to  prevent  the  large  vefi'els  running  oui 
the  rocks  and  Ihoals,  j 
In  this  bay  there  died  out  of  the  Dragon,] 
the  mafcer's  mate,  the  chaplain,  and  the  fur-l 
geon,  with  ten  common  men  ;  and  out  of  thei 
He£ior  the  mailer  and  two  others,  all  of  whona 
were  carried  off  by  the  flux,  fuppofed  to 
occafioned  by  the  water  they  dranic  on  iltore. 
Unfortunately  as  the  mailer's  mate  of  the  Dra- 
gon was  carrying  to  land,  in  order  to  be  in- 
terred, the  Captain  of  the  Afce.nfion  took  his 
boat  to  attend  the  ceremony,  and  as  it  is  the 
cuftom  at  fea,  to  difcharge  fome  pieces  of  ord- 
nance at  the  interment  of  any  officer ;  the 
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gunner  fired  three  guns,  and  the  bullets  being 
in  them,  one  ftruck  the  Afcenjiori's  boat,  and 
killed  both  the  Captain  and  Boatfwain's  mate, 
who  thus  by  going  to  fee  the  burial  of  anotherj 
were  both  buried  there  themfelves. 

On  the  6th  of  March  the  fliips  left  this  bay, 
and  on  the  i6th  fell  in  with  an  ifland,  called 
Roque-Piz,  in  10°.  30'.  fouth  latitude.  Here 
the  General  fent  his  boat  in  fearch  of  a  proper 
road,  but  Ihe  moftly  found  deep  water  where 
Ihips  could  not  ride  in  fafety.  In  coafting  this 
ifland,  they  found  that  it  had  a  beautiful  ap- 
pearance ;  it  was  exceeding  full  of  cocoa-nut 
trees,  and  the  breezes  that  blew  from  the  Ihore, 
were  as  fragrant,  as  If  they  had  proceeded 
from  a  garden  of  flowers.  As  the  boats  ap- 
proached the  land,  they  faw  abundance  of  fifli, 
and  the  fowls  came  flying  about  them  in  fucli 
multitudes,  that  the  failors  killed  many  of  them 
with  their  oars,  and  thefe  were  found  to  be 
the  fattefl;  and  beft  they  had  tailed  in  all  their 
voyage. 

After  being  feveral  times  in  danger  of  run- 
ning upon  the  rocks,  they  on  the  9th  of  May, 
had  fight  of  the  iflands  of  Nicobar,  and  bearing 
in,  anchored  on  the  fouth  fide  under  a  fmall 
ifland  that  lies  near  the  fliore.  Here  they  met 
with  few  refrefliments,  except  frefti  water,  and 
fon^e  cocoa-nuts.  The  people  came  on  board 
in  long  canoes,  each  of  which  would  hold  at 
leaft  20  men,  bringing  gums  to  fell  inftead  of 
amber,  by  which  feveral  on  board  were  de- 
ceived.   They  alfo  brought  hens  and  cocoa- 
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nuts,  but  fet  fo  high  a  price  upon  them,  that 
few  were  bought. 

Having  ftaid  here  ten  days,  they  fet  fail  on 
the  20th  in  the  morning  for  Sumatra,  but  were 
hindered  by  the  currents  and  the  wind,  which 
blew  hard  at  fouth  fouth-weft.  By  thus  beat- 
ing up  and  down,  the  Ihips  became  leaky, 
which  obliged  them  to  fteer  to  the  ifland  of 
Sombrero,  lo  or  12  leagues  to  the  northward  of 
Nicobar,  the  people  of  thefe  iflands  have  only 
a  covering  round  their  waift.  They  have  a 
tawny  complexion,  and  paint  their  faces  of  fe- 
veral  colours.  They  are  well  limbed  ;  but  fo 
fearful,  that  none  of  them  would  venture  on 
board  the  fliips,  or  even  the  boats. 

Leaving  Sombrero  on  the  29th  of  May,  they 
on  the  6th  of  yune,  anchored  in  the  road  of 
Acheti,  in  the  ifland  of  Sumatra,  about  two 
miles  from  the  city,  where  they  found  16  or 
18  fail  of  feveral  nations,  fome  of  Bengola,  and 
others  of  Calicut,  Guzer^at,  Pegu,  and  Catay. 
There  foon  came  on  board  two  HoUatiei  mer- 
chants, who  had  been  left  to  learn  the  man- 
ners and  language  of  the  country,  by  whom 
they  were  informed,  that  they  would  be  very 
welcome  to  the  King,  who  was  defirous  of 
entertaining  ftrangers,  and  that  the  Queen  of 
England  was  renowned  in  thefe  parts,  for  the 
great  vifiory  (he  had  obtained  over  the  King  of  | 
Spain. 

i 
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CHAP.  III. 

The  General  lands  :  Goes  in  great  State  to  Court, 
ivhere  he  delivers  the  ^een's  Letter  to  the  King 
of  Achen,  'vjho  gives  him  a  favourable  Recep- 
tion. A  Treaty  of  Amity  approved  of.  The 
Englilh  taken  under  the  King's  FroteBion,  and 
all  their  Demands  granted.  The  General  difco- 
vers  the  Defgns  of  the  Portuguefe  Ambaffador 
againji  him,  and  at  length  fails  from  Achen. 

TH  E  fame  day  in  which  the  Ihips  came 
to  an  anchor  in  the  road  of  Achen,  Mr. 
fames  Lancafer  fent  Captain  Middleton  with  four 
or  five  gentlemen  to  attend  him,  to  wait  on  the 
King,  and  inform  him,  that  he  was  fent  from 
the  General  of  thofe  Ihips,  who  had  a  meffage 
and  letter  from  the  moft  illuftrious  Queen  of 
England,  tO  the  moft  worthy  King  of  Achen2CiidL 
Sumatra.  He  was  alfo  to  defire  to  know  if  it 
v/as  his  Majefty's  royal  pleafure,  to  give  the 
General  audience,  with  a  fafe  condudl  for  him- 
felf  and  his  people,  in  order  to  deliver  his  let- 
ter and  meffage. 

Captain  Middleton  was  very  kindly  enter- 
tained by  the  King,*  who  readily  granted  his 

*  This  ivas  the  old  King  of  Achen  mentioned 
in  BeaulieuV  voyage,  and  grandfather  of  the  cruel 
and  avaricious  Prince,  who  reigned  vjhen  he  vjas 
there. 
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requeft,  and  afked  him  many  queftions ;  after 
which  he  caufed  a  banquet  to  be  prepared  for 
him,  and  at  his  departure,  give  him  a  robe  and 
callico  turban  wrought  with  gold,  as  a  fpecial 
mark  of  his  favour.  He  fent  word  that  the 
General  fliould  flay  one  day  on  board  his  ftiips 
to  reft  himfelf  after  the  fatigues  of  his  voyage, 
and  the  next  land  to  receive  an  audience,  and 
that  he  might  venture  on  fliore  with  as  much 
fecurity,  as  if  he  were  in  the  kingdom  of  the 
Queen  his  miftrefs. 

On  the  day  fixed,  the  General  landed  with 
about  30  attendants,  and  on  his  going  on  fliore, 
was  met  by  the  Dutch  merchants,  who,  as  it 
had  been  agreed,  condudted  him  to  their  houfe  ; 
for  he  would  take  no  houfe  of  his  own  till  he 
had  fpoken  with  the  King.  Soon  after  a  noble- 
man coming,  faluted  the  General,  and  having 
declared,  that  he  came  from  his  Majefty,  de- 
manded the  Queen's  letter :  but  the  General 
refufed  to  give  it  him,  faying,  it  was  the  pri- 
vilege of  AmbafTadors  in  thofe  parts  of  the 
world  from  whence  he  came,  to  deliver  their 
letters  to  the  Prince's  themfelves,  and  not  to 
any  who  reprefented  their  perfons.  The  noble- 
man then  defired  to  fee  the  fuperfcription, 
which  he  copied,  and  having  looked  earneftly 
at  the  feal,  he  with  great  courtefy  took  his 
leave,  to  make  a  report  of  what  had  paffed. 

Soon  after  the  King  fent  fix  large  elephants, 
with  many  trumpets,  drums,  and  ftreaniers, 
and  a  confiderable  number  of  people,  to  ac- 
company the  General  to  court.  The  largefl  of 
the  elephants  was  about  13  or  14.  feet  high. 
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and  had  a  fmall  caftle  like  a  coach  upon  his 
back,  covered  with  a  crimfon  velvet,  in  the 
middle  of  which  was  a  great  gold  bafon,  co- 
vered with  a  piece  of  filk  richly  embroidered, 
and  into  this  cup  was  put  the  Queen's  letter. 
The  General  was  mounted  upon  another  of  the 
elephants ;  fome  of  his  attendants  rode,  and 
others  went  on  foot  ;  but  on  his  coming  to  the 
gate  of  the  palace,  he  was  Hopped  by  a  noble- 
man, till  he  went  in  to  know  the  King's  far- 
ther pleafure,  but  foon  returning,  he  defired 
the  General  to  enter. 

On  his  being  admitted  into  the  King's  pre- 
fence,  he  paid  him  his  refpedts  after  the  man- 
ner of  the  country  ;  declaring,  that  he  was  fent 
from  the  moll  mighty  Queen  of  England  to 
congratulate  his  Highnefs,  and  enter  into  a 
treaty  of  peace  and  amity  with  him.  As  he 
was  going  on  with  his  difcourfe,  the  King  in- 
terrupted him,  faying,  "  I  am  fure  you  are 
*'  weary  with  the  long  voyage  you  have  taken, 
"  and  would  have  you  fit  down  to  refrelh  your- 
"  felf,  you  are  very  welcome,  and  lhall  have 
"  whatever  you  can  in  reafon  demand  for  your 
"  miftrefs's  fake ;  for  Ihe  is  worthy  of  all 
"  kindnefs,  lince  fame  fpeaks  her  to  beaPrin- 

cefs  of  noble  difpofitions." 

Upon  this,  the  General  delivered  the  Queen's 
letter,  which  his  Majefty  readily  received,  and 
then  delivered  it  to  a  nobleman  who  ftood  by. 
The  General  next  offered  the  prefent,  which 
was  a  filver  bafon  with  a  fountain  in  the  mid- 
die,  the  whole  weighing  205  ounces,  a  large 
filvcr  cup,  a  rich  looking  glafs,  a  head  piece, 
K  3  on 
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on  which  was  a  plume  of  feathers,  a  cafe  of 
very  handfome  daggers,  a  rich  embroidered 
belt,  and  a  fan  of  feathers.  Thefe  were  all 
received  by  a  nobleman,  only  the  King  took 
the  fan  into  his  own  hand,  and  feeming  moft 
pleafed  with  that,  caufed  one  of  his  women  to 
fan  him  with  it. 

The  General  then  feating  himfelf  crofs-legged 
on  the  ground,  according  to  the  cuftom  of  the 
country,  a  very  great  banquet  was  ferved  up  : 
all  the  dilhes  of  which  were  either  of  pure 
gold,  or  of  another  metal  much  efteemed  at 
Ziehen,  called  tambaick,  which  is  a  mixture  of 
gold  and  brafs.  During  this  entertainment, 
the  King  as  he  fat  in  a  gallery  about  a  fathom 
from  the  ground,  drank  feveral  times  to  the 
General  in  arrack ;  but  Mr.  Lancajler  perceiving 
its  ftrength,  after  the  firit  draught  drank  either 
water  alone,  or  mixed  with  the  arrack.  The 
feall  being  over,  his  Majelly  fent  for  fome 
girls  to  come  and  dance,  and  his  women  to 
play  to  them  on  mufic.  Thefe  women  were 
richly  dreffed,  and  adorned  with  bracelets  and 
jewels.  This  was  efteemed  an  extraordinary 
favour,  as  they  were  not  ufually  feen  by  any, 
but  fuch  as  the  King  would  greatly  honour. 
The  King  then  gave  the  General  a  fine  white 
robe  of  callico,  richly  embroidered  with  gold, 
a  very  handfome  Turky  leather  belt,  and  two 
croffes,  which  are  a  kind  of  daggers,  all  which 
a  nobleman  put  on  for  him  in  the  King's  pre- 
fence.  In  this  manner  he  was  difmified,  and 
a  perfon  fent  with  him  to  make  choice  of  a 
houfe  in  the  city,  where  the  General  fhould 

think 
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think  moft  convenient.   But  he  declined  this 
favour,  and  rather  chofe  to  return  on  board  the 
Ihip. 

The  next  time  the  General  went  to  court, 
he  had  a  long  conference  with  the  King  about 
the  Queen's  letter,  with  which  his  Ma- 
jefty  feemed  much  pleafed.  He  profefled  that 
he  was  very  defirous  of  entering  into  a  league 
with  the  Queen  of  England ;  obferved,  that  as 
to  the  demands  relating  to  trade,  he  had  given 
two  of  his  nobles  orders  to  confer  with  him  on 
that  fubjeft,  and  promifed,  that  whatever  her 
Majefry  had  requefted,  Ihould  be  granted. 

With  this  fatisfaftory  anfwer,  the  General 
after  another  banquet  departed,  and  the  next 
day  fent  to  the  noblemen  the  King  had  men- 
tioned, to  know  the  time  they  would  chufe  for 
the  conference :  one  of  them  was  the  Chief 
Priell  of  Achen,  a  man  who  well  deferved  the 
high  efteem,  which  both  the  King  and  the 
people  had  for  him  ;  for  he  was  a  perfon  of 
great  wifdom  and  temperance  :  the  other  was 
one  of  the  ancient  nobility,  a  perfon  of  much 
gravity,  but  not  fo  fit  for  tranfafting  bufinefs 
as  the  Priell.  The  parties  having  met  at  the 
time  appointed,  the  conference  was  held  in 
Arabic,  which  both  the  prieft  and  nobleman 
underilood  ;  and  on  this  occafion,  a  Jew, 
whom  the  General  brought  from  England,  and 
who  fpoke  that  language  perfedtly,  lervcd  as 
interpreter.  Several  demands  being  made  re- 
lating to  the  privileges  of  the  merchants,  the 
Priell;  afked  him  what  realons  he  had  to  offer, 
to  induce  the  King  to  grant  them.  Upon 

which 
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which  the  General  alledged  the  Queen's  afFec- 
tion  and  friendfhip  ;  her  worthinefs  in  proteft- 
ing  others  againft  the  King  of  Spain ;  the  com- 
mon enemy  in  thofe  parts.  Her  not  fufFering 
any  Prince  to  exceed  her  in  kindnefs ;  that  her 
forces  had  gained  many  vidtories  over  the  Spa- 
niards, and  hindered  the  attempts  of  the  Por- 
tiiguefe  in  that  part  of  the  world,  and  that  the 
Grand  Signior  had  already  entered  into  a  league 
with  her  Majefty.  The  General  next  laid  down 
reafons  drawn  from  the  advantages  arifing  from 
commerce.  He  alledged,  that  the  King  could 
not  avoid  being  feniible  of  the  benefits  which 
trade  procured  for  all  countries,  and  the  in- 
creafe  it  produced  in  the  revenues  of  the  feve- 
ral  Princes,  by  the  cuftoms  laid  on  commodi- 
ties :  that  Sovereigns  grew  renowned  and  for- 
midable, in  proportion  to  the  wealth  of  their 
fubjefts,  which  was  augmented  by  commerce  : 
that  the  more  kindly  ftrangers  were  entertained, 
the  more  trade  flourilhed,  and  confequently  the 
Prince  became  more  rich.  That  with  regard 
to  Ache7i  in  particular,  the  port  lay  well  for  the 
trade  of  Bengala,  Java,  the  Moluccas  and  China, 
which  countries  having  a  vent  for  their  mer- 
chandize, would  not  fail  to  refort  thither  with 
them.  That  as  by  this  means  the  King's  power 
would  increafe,  the  trade  of  the  Portugue/e, 
and  their  great  ftrength  in  the  Indies,  would 
gradually  diminilh.  That  in  cafe  his  Majefty 
fhould  want  any  artificers,  he  might  have  them 
from  England,  only  fatisfying  them  for  their 
voyage,  and  allowing  them  free  liberty  to  re- 
turn when'  they  thought  fit.    That  any  other 

neceffary 
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neceflary  which  his  country  afforded  fliould  be 
at  the  King's  fervice,  prefuming  that  his  Ma- 
jefly  would  not  demand  any  thing,  to  which 
the  Queen  could  not  with  pleafure  confent,  or 
that  fhould  be  contrary  either  to  her  honour, 
the  laws,  or  her  leagues  with  Chriftian  Princes. 
The  General  farther  demanded  that  his  Majefty 
would  caufe  immediate  proclamation,  that  none 
of  his  people  fhould  abufe  any  of  xkvzEngliJh\ 
but  that  they  fhould  be  allowed  to  carry  on 
their  bufinefs  peaceably,  and  this  laft  requeft 
was  fo  efFedlually  complied  with,  that  though 
the  King's  fubjefts'were  ftriftly  forbid  walking 
by  night,  yet  the  Englijh  might  go  about,  both 
by  night  and  in  the  day  without  interruption, 
only,  if  any  of  them  were  found  abroad  at  un- 
lawful hours,  they  were  brought  home  to  the 
General's  houfe,  and  there  delivered  up. 

The  conference  being  ended,  the  High  Prieft 
defired  the  General  to  let  him  have  a  memo- 
randum in  writing  of  his  reafons,  and  the  pri- 
vileges he  demanded  in  the  Queen's  name,  tell- 
ing him,  that  within  a  few  days  he  fhould  have 
his  Majefty's  anfwer.    After  this,  fome  dif- 
courfe  pafTed  relating  to  the  affairs  of  Chriften- 
,  liom,  and  then  they  broke  up  for  that  time, 
f     The  General  having  taken  care  to  fend  a  co- 
5y  of  his  demands  to  thefe  Commiffaries,  the 
\  lext  time  he  went  to  court,  finding  the  King, 
y  engaged  at  a  cock  fighting,   which  was  one 
„  if  his  Majefly's  chief  diverfions,  he  fent  his 

Ioterpreter,  to  defire  his  Majefty  to  be  mindful 
if  the  bufinefs,  about  which  he  had  conferred 
/ith  his  nobles.  Upon  this,  the  King  calling 
1  , 
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the  General,  told  him,  that  he  would  willingly 
enter  in  a  peace  with  her  Majefty,  and  that,  as 
for  the  articles  he  had  fet  down  in  writing,  they 
Ihould  all  be  drawn  up  fair  by  one  of  his  iecreta- 
ries,and  authorized  by  himfelf ;  and  accordingly 
within  five  or  fix  days  they  were  delivered  to 
the  General,  by  the  King's  own  hand,  with 
many  exprefiions  of  kindnefs. 

The  fubftance  of  the  articles  were  firft.  That 
the  Englifi  fhould  have  free  liberty  and  trade. 
Secondly,  That  their  goods  fliould  be  cuftoni' 
free,  whether  imported  or  exported,  and  thai 
they  Ihould  be  affifted  with  the  veffels  of  Jcher}i 
to  fave  their  fhips,  commodities,  and  men  from! 
being  wrecked,  in  cafe  of  danger.  Thirdly 
That  they  fhould  have  liberty  to  make  wills 
and  bequeath  their  effeds  to  whom  they  pleafed 
Fourthly,  That  all  bargains  Ihould  be  confirm 
ed,  and  orders  granted  for  payment,  by  thi ' 
fubjefts  of  Achen.    Fifthly,  That  they  fhoulc 
have  authority  to  execute  juftice  on  their  owi 
men.    Sixthly,  That  they  fhould  have  juftic 
againll  the  natives  for  injuries  done  them.  Se 
venthly.  That  their  goods  fhould  not  be  flop 
ped,  por  prices  fet  on  them ;   and  eighthly 
That  they  fliould  be  allowed  liberty  of  con 
fcience. 

This  league  of  peace  and  amity  being  fettlec 
the  merchants  attempted  to  provide  pepper  fc 
lading  the  fliips  ;  but  found  there  was  little  t 
be  had,  on  account  of  the  laft  year's  llerilit] 
However,  being  informed  by  fome  of  the  m 
tives,  that  at  a  port  called  Priaman,  about  15 
leagues  from  thence,  they  might  lade  one  of  the 
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fmall  Ihips,  Mr,  Lancafier  fent  the  Sufan  thi- 

'  ther,  and  appointed  Mr.  Henry  Middleton,  Cap- 
tain and  chief  merchant  of  that  vefiel. 
.  The  General  was  not  a  little  concerned,  that 
Captain  "John  Dwvis,  the  principal  pilot,  had 
told  the  merchants  before  their  leaving  London, 
that  pepper  was  to  be  had  here  for  four  rials  of 

-  eight,  the  hundred  weight :  whereas  it  coft 
them  almoft  twenty ;  and  on  this  account  he 
was  perplexed  how  to  lade  the  fhips,  fo  as  to 
fave  his  own  credit,  preferve  the  efteem  of  the 
company  by  which  he  was  employed,  and 
keep  up  the  reputation  of  his  country,  confi- 
dering  how  dilgraceful  it  would  appear  in  the 
eyes  of  the  neighbouring  nations,  if  they  fliould 
return  empty  from  the  Indies.  Befides  the  Por- 
tuguefe  Ambaffador  watched  every  ftep  they 
took,  though  he  was  no  ways  acceptable  to  the 
King :  for  having  thelaft  time  of  his  being  at 
court,  afked  leave  to  fettle  a  faftory,  and  build 
a  fort  at  the  entrance  of  the  harbour,  under  the 
pretence  of  fccuring  the  merchant's  goods  from 
fire,  the  King  afked  him,  if  his  mafter  had  a 
daughter  to  give  his  fon,  that  he  was  fo  careful 
of  the  prefervation  of  his  country,  and  added, 
that  he  need  not  be  at  the  charge  of  building 
a  fort,  fince  he  had  a  proper  houfe  within  land, 
about  two  leagues  from  the  city,  which  he 
would  fpare  him,  for  the  ufe  of  his  faftory, 
where  they  might  dwell  without  fear,  either 
of  enemies  or  fire,  for  he  would  protedt  them. 
The  King  was  much  difpleafed  at  the  infolence 
of  the  demand,  and  the  AmbafTador  went  from 
poiirt  much  dilTatisfied. 

Soon 
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Soon  after  an  Indian  came  to  the  General's 
houfe  to  fell  poultry,  and  as  this  Indian  be- 
longed to  the  Portiiguefe  Captain,  who  came 
With  a  cargo  of  rice  from  the  port  of  Bengala, 
and  laying  in  the  Amba/Tador's   houfe,  the 
General  fufpedled  that  the  Indian  was  only  fent 
as  a  fpy.    However,  he   gave  orders  that  he 
fliould  be  well  ufed,  and  that  they  Ihould  al- 
ways buy  his  hens,  and  give  him  a  handfome. 
price  for  them.    At  laft  the  General  took  ec- 
cafion  to  talk  with  him,  afked  whence  he  came, 
and  to   what  country  he   belonged,  adding, 
"  that  fuch  an  agreeable  young  man  deferved 
"  a  better  employment  than  buying  and  felling 
"  of  hens."  Sir,  anfvvered  the /«<s'/«»,  "  I  ferve 
"  this  Portuguefe  Captain,  but  though  I  was 
"  free-born,  I  am  neither  bound  nor  free  :  for 
"  I  have  been  with  him  fo  long,  that  now  he 
*'  partly  reckons  me  his  own;  and  thofe  of 
his  nation  are  fo  powerful,  that  we  cannot 
"  contend  with  them.    Then  faid  the  Gere- 
"  neral  if  you  have  any  value  for  your  liberty, 
which  you  well  deferve,  what  would  you  do 
"  for  him  who  fliould  give  it  you,  and  fave 
"  you  the  trouble  of  pleading  with  yourmaf- 
"  ter    for  it?  Sir,  replied  the  Indian,  free- 
*'  dom  is  as  precious  as  life,  and  that  I  would 
"  freely  venture  for  him  who  fhould  do  me  the 
"  favour  :  put  me  therefore  upon  any  fervice, 
"  and  I  will  foon  make  good  my  words.  Well, 
"  faid  the  General,  you  urge  me  to  prove 
"  whether  you  mean  fincerely  or  not,  I  afk  yoa 
"  then,  what  the  Ambaflador  liiys  of  me,  and 
"  my  fhips,  and  what  are  his  defigns  ?  Sir,  , 
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*'  fays  the  Indian,  he  has  a  fpy  on  board  all 
*'  your  (hips,  a  C^z«^/?,  who  continually  keeps 
"  company  with  your  people,  fo  that  he  has 
"  a  draught  not  only  of  your  flaips,  and  their 
"  bulk  ;  but  of  every  piece  of  ordnance  be- 
"  longing  to  each  ;  how  they  are  placed,  and 
"  what  number  of  hands  there  are  on  board. 
"  He  finds  your  Ihips  ftrong,  but  your  men 
"  fick  and  weak,  and  that  with  a  fmall  force 
*'  they  might  be  taken  by  furprife,  he  there- 
"  fore  defigns  in  a  few  days  to  fend  his 
"  draughts  to  Malacca,  in  order  to  obtain  a 

force  fufficient  to  attempt  them." 

The  General  laughed  heartily  at  this  news, 
faying,  "  The  Ambaffador  is  not  fuch  a  fool 
"  as  you  reprefent  him,  for  he  knows  very 
"  well,  that  I  care  but  little  for  all  the 
"  forces  he  can  mufter  in  thefe  parts.  But  go, 
"  be  here  once  or  twice  a  day,  and  tell  me 
"  whether  the  AmbafTador  proceeds  in  his  de- 
"  fign,  and  when  the  meffengers  are  to  de- 
"  part  with  thefe  draughts,  and  though  it 
"  will  be  but  of  little  fervice  to  me  to  know 
*'  it,  I  will  give  you  your  liberty." 

The  Indian  went  away  highly  fatisfied,  as 
was  vifible  by  his  countenance,  and  the  quick- 
nefs  of  his  pace,  and  by  his  means  tlie  Gene- 
ral learned  whatever  the  Ambaffador  did  in  the 
day,  either  the  fame  night  or  the  next  morn- 
ing, and  he  behaved  with  fuch  caution,  that 
neither  any  of  the  Amba(rador's  family,  nor 
the  Englip  themfelves  knew  what  he  came 
about. 
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The  next  day  the  General  was  fent  for  to 
court,  where  his  Majclly  difcourfed  with  him 
about  an  Embaffy  fent  to  him  by  the  King  of 
Siam,  relating  to  the  conqueft  of  Malacca,  and 
the  forces  he  would  aflill  him  wirh  by  fea,  if 
he  undertook  that  fervice.    This  propofal  the 
General  feconded  with  many  reafons,  and  took 
occafion  to  mention  how  infolently  thePor/«^«^/^ 
Ambaffador  behaved,  and  that  he  only  came  as 
a  fpy  to  difcover  the  ftrength  of  the  kingdom. 
The  King  replied,  that  he  knew  them  to  be 
his  enemies ;  but  wondered  how  he  came  to 
know  it.    The  General  anfwered.  That  the 
Ambaffador  had  planted  fpies  about  him  to 
obferve  all  his  adions,  and  to  pry  into  his  de- 
figns,  and  had  gotten  a  draught  of  his  fhips, 
in  order  to  fend  it  to  Malacca,  and  procure  a' 
force  from  thence  to  attack  them  by  furprife. 
At  this  the  King  fmiled,  obferving,  that  he 
reed  not  fear  any  danger  from  that  quarter, 
fince  all  the  ftrength  they  were  able  to  mufter 
at  Malacca  could  not  do  him  any  harm ;  to 
which  the  General  replied,  that  he  did  not 
fear  any  attempts  they  could  make  againll 
him  ;  but  that  fuch  intelligence  would  make 
them  keep  within  their  ports,  and  prevent  his 
being  able  to  come  at  them,  and  therefore 
intreated  his  Majefty  to  detain  two  of  the  Am- 
baffador's  fervants,   who,  within   three  days 
were  to  fet  out  for  another  port,  in  order  to 
avoid  being  intercepted,  and  were  there  to 
hire  a  bark  to  fail  with  this  intelligence  to 
Malacca.    This  the  King  promifed,  and  the 
General  took  his  leave. 

The 
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The  Ambaffador's  fervants  accordingly  de- 
parted with  the  draughts,  and  their  malter's 
letters,  to  a  port  about  25  leagues  from  Jc&en, 
where  having  agreed  for  their  pafTage  they 
embarked ;  but  as  they  were  going  over  the 
bar,  they  were  followed  by  a  frigate,  which 
caufed  them  to  lower  their  fails,  that  the 
officer  might  fee  their  lading.  As  foon  as  he 
was  on  board,  he  perceived  the  two  Poriuguc/e, 
afked  them  whence  they  came,  and  whither 
they  were  going;  to  which  they  anf.vered. 
That  they  came  from  Achen,  and  belonged  to 
the  Portuguefe  Ambaffador ;  but  the  officer  told 
them,  that  they  had  robbed  their  mafter,  and 
therefore,  he  would  fend  them  back  to  him  to 
anfwer  for  themfelves.  In  the  confufion  which 
arofe  upon  thisoccafion,  they  loft  their  draughts 
and  letters,  their  trunks  alfo  were  broke  open, 
and  they  lent  bound  to  Achen,  to  be  delivered 
to  the  Ambaffador  in  cafe  they  belonged  to 
him. 

The  General  had  intelligence  of  all  that 
palTed,  and  the  Indian  came  daily  to  fell  his 
fowls,  with  his  mailer's  confent.  By  this  time, 
the  fummer  was  pretty  well  over,  and  it  being 
now  September,  it  was  time  for  the  General  to 
put  to  fea.  But  at  this  very  lime  he  heard, 
that  the  Ambaffador  had  obtained  his  difpatch 
from  the  King  to  be  gone.  Upon  which, 
going  to  court  he  fent  his  interpreter  to  delire 
the  honour  of  an  audience,  which  being  grant- 
ed, the  King  demanded  his  errand,  when  the 
General  replied,  That  it  had  pleafcd  his  High- 
nefs  to  do  him  many  favours,  which  had  em- 
L  2  boldened 
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boldened  him  to  requeft  one  kindnefs  more. 
■  The  King  afeed  him  what  it  was,  and  whether 
theie  were  more  Porfugue/e  going  to  Malacca^ 
to  hinder  his  meafures  ?  The  General  replied, 
that  there  were,  and  that  the  Ambafiador  hav- 
ing obtained  his  Majefty's  difpatch,  was  de- 
termined to  depart  within  five  days,  and  that 
he  begged  of  his  Majefty  to  detain  him  ten. 
To  which  the  King  replied,  that  he  would, 
provided  he  would  bring  him  a  Poringuefe 
maiden  when  he  returned. 

With  this  anfvver  the  General  took  his  leave, 
and  three  (hips  being  ready,  the  Captain  of  a 
Dutch  veffel  who  was  in  the  road,  defired  he 
might  bear  the  General  company,  and  take  a 
part  in  this  adventure.  His  fhip  was  about 
200  tons,  and  it  was  agreed,  that  he  Ihould 
have  an  eighth  of  what  fhould  be  taken. 
Mean  while  the  Afcenjion  was  to  ftay  behind  to 
compleat  her  lading,  of  which  fhe  had  above 
three  parts  on  board. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.  IV. 


Mr.  Lancafter  takes  a  rich  Portuguefe  Prize, 
and  returns  to  Achen :  Lea-ves  that  Port ; 
touches  at  Priaman,  and  arrives  at  Bantam, 
nvhere  he  meets  ivith  a  brijk  trade.  He  orders 
the  Heftor  to  leave  him  ;  proceeds  /o  St.  Helena, 
and  arrives  in  the  Downs. 


FTER   Mr.  Lancajier's  departure,  the 


jf*\^  Portuguefe  Ambaffador  appeared  very 
eager  to  be  gone  ;  but  the  King  deferred  fign- 
ing  his  paflport  for  24  days  after  the  General's 
putting  to  fea,  and  then  expre/Ted  his  wonder 
that  he  fhould  be  in  fuch  halle,  fince  the  Eng- 
lip  commander  was  at  fea,  obferving,  that  as 
he  was  ftronger  than  the  Ambaffador  he  might 
do  him  a  mifchief,  if  he  fhould  meet  with  him. 
But  he  replying,  that  he  depended  upon  the 
fwiftnefs  of  his  frigate,  and  that  he  defied  all 
the  force  of  the  Englijh,  the  King  feemed 
reconciled  to  his  departure,  and  gave  him  his 
difpatch. 

On  the  3d  of  OBoher,  cruifing  near  the 
ftreights  of  Malacca,  the  Hefior  obferved  a  fail, 
upon  which  direftions  were  given  to  fpread 
themfelves  out  a  mile  and  a  half,  that  fhe 
raight  not  pafs  them  in  the  dark.  The  fhip 
at  length  fell  in  with  the  He£ior,  and  after  a 
fliort  engagement,  fhe  was  taken.  This  fliip 
came  from  St.  Thomas'' s  in  the  bay  of  Bengal, 
and  was  bound  for  Malacca ;  fhe  was  of  900 
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tons  burden,  and  had  above  600  perfons,  men, 
women  and  children  on  board.  In  five  or  lix 
days  they  had  entirely  unladed  her  cargo, 
confifting  of  950  packs  of  calicoes  and  pin- 
tadoes,  a  great  quantity  of  rice  and  other 
goods.  After  which  a  florm  arifing,  tliey  re- 
turned the  fhip  to  her  Commander^  fent  all 
her  men  on  board,  and  then  left  her  riding  at 
anchor. 

On  the  24th  OBoher  they  again  cafl:  an- 
chor in  the  port  of  Achen,  when  the  General 
went  on  (hore,  and  found  all  the  merchants 
highly  fatisfied  with  the  entertainment  they 
had  received  from  the  King  during  his  abfence. 
The  General  therefore  to  cxprefs  his  gratitude, 
chofe  fuch  of  the  prize  8;oods  as  he  thought 
would  be  moft  agreeable  to  his  Majefty,  and 
prefented  them  at  his  firft  going  to  court.  The 
King  received  the  prefent,  welcomed  the  Ge- 
neral, and  feemed  to  rejoice  at  his  -  good  fuc- 
cefs  againft  the  Pcrtugucje  ;  but  jeftingly  told 
liim,  he  had  forgot  the  moft  important  bufinefs 
he  had  requefted  from  him.,  which  was  the  fair 
Portuguefe  maiden  ;  but  the  General  replied, 
That  he  met  with  none  who  deferved  that 
honour.  The  General  afterwards  commanded 
the  merchants,  to  put  on  board  the  Afcenjion 
all  the  fpices  they  had  bought  in  his  abfence, 
which  were  fcarcely  fufficient  to  compleat  her 
lading,  and  there  was  no  more  to  be  expelled 
till  the  next  year ;  he  refclved  therefore  to  fail 
to  Bantam,  where  he  was  told,  that  he  v^'ould 
meet  with  a  good  faie  for  his  commodities, 
and  plenty  of  pepper  much  cheaper  than  at 

Achen, 
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Achsn.  But  before  his  departure,  he  went  to 
court,  and  had  a  long  conference  with  the 
King,  who  delivered  him  a  letter  for  the  Queen 
written  in  Arabic,  with  a  prefent  to  her  Majefty 
of  three  rich  pieces  of  cloth  of  gold,  and  a 
ring  fet  with  a  very  fine  ruby.  He  alfo  made 
the  General  a  prefent  of  another  ruby  rin^. 
On  his  taking  leave,  the  King  aiked  him,  if 
the  Englijh  had  the  Pfalms  of  David  amongft 
them,  to  which  he  anfwered  that  they  had, 
and  fung  them  daily.  Then  faid  the  King, 
I  and  thefe  nobles  about  me  will  fmg  a  pfalm 
to  God  for  your  profperity,  which  being  ended, 
the  King  aficed  him  to  fing  another  pfalm, 
though  it  were  in  his  own  language,  and  there 
being  twelve  in  company,  they  immediately 
complied  with  his  requeft.  This  done,  the 
General  took,  his  leave,  when  the  King  faid. 
He  hoped  God  would  blefs  them  all  in  their 
voyage,  and  conduct  them  fafe  to  their  own 
country,  adding,  if  hereafter  your  (hips  return 
to  this  port,  you  fhall  find  the  fame  good 
ufage  you  have  hitherto  experienced. 

On  the  ninth  of  Ncuember  they  left  Ache7i  *, 
and  after  keeping  company  ten  days,  the  Ad- 
miral difpatched  his  letters  for  England  by  the 
Afcenjion,  Ihe  fleering  her  courfe  towards  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and  they  for  Bantam,  in 
fearch  of  the  Sufan,  v/hich  had  orders  to  lade 

*  See  a  very  particular  defcription  of  the  muhole 
ijland  of  S\amatra  in  general,  and  of  Achen  in 
particidar,  in  Commodore  Beaulieu's  Voyage. 
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at  Priaman.  Continuing  their  courfe,  they  pafied 
the  line  the  third  time,  and  reached  Priaman 
on  the  26th  of  November,  where  the  Sufan.  had 
purchafed  about  600  bahors  of  pepper,  and  66 
of  cloves,  Their  pepper  coil;  them  lefs  than 
at  Achen,  though  none  grows  near  the  port  ; 
it  being  brought  from  a  place  called  Mana7iga- 
cabo,  at  eight  or  ten  leagues  diftance  in  the 
country. 

Priaman  produces  no  other  commodity  but 
gold  dull  wafhed  out  of  the  fands  of  the  rivers 
that  fall  from  the  mountains.  It  is  a  good 
place  of  refrefhment,  and  is  very  healthful, 
for  though  it  lies  within  15  minutes  of  the. 
line,  the  air  is  extremely  good. 

The  General  having  taken  in  provifions, 
and  ordered  the  Captain  of  the  Sufan  to  com- 
pleat  her  lading  with  pepper  as  foon  as  pof- 
£ble,  and  then  to  depart  for  E?tgland,  failed 
on  the  4th  of  December  towards  Bantam.  On 
the  15th,  he  entered  the  flrcights  of  Sunda, 
and  coming  to  an  anchor  under  an  illand, 
called  Pnlo  Pan/a  ;  the  next  morning  he  made 
the  road  of  Bantam.  On  the  17  th  the  Gene- 
ral fent  Captain  Middletun-,  to  inform  the  King, 
that  he  was  come  by  order  of  the  Queen  of 
England,  and  had  both  a  me/Tage  and  a  letter 
from  her,  requiring  his  Majefty's  fafe  con- 
duft,  for  that  he  might  land  and  deliver  it. 

The  King  anfwered,  that  he  was  very  glad 
of  his  coming,  and  fent  a  nobleman  back 
with  the  Captain  to  welcome  the  General,  and 
accompany  him  on  his  landing.  Being  ar- 
rived at  court,  he  found  the  King,  who  w  s  a 

child 
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child  of  ten  or  eleven  years  of  age,  fitting 
with  fixteen  or  eighteen  noblemen  about  him. 
When  Mr.  Lancajler  paying  his  refpefts,  the 
King  welcomed  him,  and  after  fome  difcourfe, 
he  delivered  the  Queen's  letter  into  his  Ma- 
jefty's  hand,  with  a  prefent  of  plate  and  other 
things,  which  the  King  received  with  apparent 
pleafure,  and  referred  the  General  to  one  of 
his  nobles,  who  was  then  protedtor.  After 
talking  an  hour  and  a  half  on  different  fub- 
jefts,  that  nobleman  invited  him  to  land  his 
men,  affuring  him,  that  they  might  buy  and 
fell  without  moleftation,  and  with  as  much 
fafety  as  if  they  were  in  their  own  country. 
He  was  then  allowed  liberty  to  chufe  a  houfe, 
and  within  two  days  the  merchants  brought 
goods  on  (hore,  and  began  to  fell ;  but  one  of 
the  King's  nobles  coming  to  inform  the  Ge- 
neral, that  the  King  mult  be  allowed  to  fur- 
nilh  himfelf  before  his  fubjefts,  he  immediate- 
ly agreed  that  he  fhould,  and  the  King  being 
ferved,  the  merchants  again  went  forwards  ■ 
with  their  fales  with  fuch  difpatch,  that  in 
five  weeks  time  they  fold  mo  e  goods  than 
would  pay  for  the  lading  of  both  the  Ihips, 
and  brought  from  thence  276  bags  of  pepper, 
each  of  which  contained  62  pounds,  and  coll 
five  rials  and  a  half  of  eight,  befides  anchorage 
and  the  King's  cuftom.  The  anchorage  for 
both  Ihips  amounting  to  1500  rials  of  eight, 
and  the  cuftom  was  one  rial  of  eight  upon 
every  bag. 

As  faft  as  they  bought  their  pepper  they 
fent  it  on  board,  fo  that  by  the  loth  of  Fe- 
bruary 
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bruary  1603,  their  fhips  were  compjeatly  laden*  I 
and  ready  to  depart.  In  the  mean  time  Captain  fl ' 
Middleton  of"  the  Hcilcr  fell  fick  on  board,  upon  i|  1 ' 
which  the  General  went  to  vifit  him,  but  1 1 ' 
though  he  found  him  walking  about,  he  died  |  j' 
early  the  next  mornihg.  jj  . ' 

The  General    now  ordered   the  pinnace,  j 
which  held  about  40  tons,  to  be  laden  with  j 
commodities,  and  patting  in  her  twelve  men 
with  fome  merchants,  fent  her  to  trade  and 
fettle  a  faftory  at  the  Moluccas,  againlt  the  re- 
turn of  the  next  Ihips  from  England.    He  alfo 
left  eight  men  and  three  faftors  at  Bantam,  ap- 
pointing   Mr.  Storkcy   the    principal  perfon 
amongft  them,  to  fell  fuch  goods  as  he  left 
behind,  and  to  provide  lading  for  the  fliips    j  ■ 
againll  the  next  return.    Then  going  to  court  [ 
to  take  leave  of  the  King,  he  received  a  letter  ' 
and  prefent  for  Queen  Elizabeth,  which  con'-  ' 
lifted  of  fome  bezoar  fcones,  with  one  for  him-  ' 
felf,  together  with  a  line  y^-v-is  dagger.  ' 

On  the  20th  of  February  they  let  fail  for 
England,  and  after  fufFering  by  feveral  violent  ^ 
ftorms,  the  fea  on  the  3d  of  May  beat  with  ' 
fuch  violence  on  the  Dragon's  quarter,  that  it  ' 
Ihook  the  iron  work  of  the  rudder  with  fuch  ^' 
force,  that  the  next  morning  it  broke  quite  off  ' 
from  the  ftcrn  and  funk.  The  terror  and  ap-  ' 
prehenfions  of  the  men  were  now  at  the  greatell  'j 
height,  the  moll  experienced  mariners  being  at  ' 
a  lofs  how  to  proceed  ;  for  in  this  tempelluous  ' 
fea,  the  fhip  drove  up  and  down  like  a  wreck, 
which  way  foever  the  wind  carried  her,  fo  '< 
that  ihe  was  fcmetimes  within  three  or  four  P 

leagties  ' 
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leagues  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and  was 
then  driven  by  a  contrary  wind  to  almoft  40" 
fouthward,  into  the  hail  and  fnow,  where 
they  fufFercd  greatly  by  the  cold,  which 
rendered  their  cafe  ftill  more  deplorable,  yet 
all  this  while  the //f<ffsr  induftrioufly  kept  her 
company  ;  but  after  trying  feveral  expedients, 
they  found  that  unlefs  they  could  make  a  new 
rudder,  and  hang  it,  they  muft  perifli  in  thefe 
feas.  This  they  were  at  a  lofs  how  to  per- 
form in  fo  dangerous  a  part  of  the  ocean,  the 
fhip  being  of  7  or  800  tons  burden ;  but 
neceffity  obliging  them  to  try  all  polfible 
means,  the  General  ordered  the  carpenter  to 
make  one  out  of  the  mizen-maft,  and  though 
they  had  loft  moft  of  the  irons  which  faftened 
it,  they  proceeded  with  the  work,  and  one  of 
the  men  dived  down  the  fide  of  the  Ihip  to 
fearch  what  irons  were  left  behind,  when  he 
found  only  two  whole  and  one  broken. 

The  rudder  being  finifhed,  and  having  a  fair 
day  they  faftened  it  on,  and  proceeded  home- 
wards, but  within  three  or  four  hours,  the  fea 
took  it  off  again,  and  they  had  much  ado  to 
fave  it,  with  the  lofs  of  another  of  their  irons, 
fo  that  now  having  only  two  to  hang  it  by, 
the"  men  defpaired  of  fucceeding,  and  defired. 
to  quit  the  fhip  and  go  in  the  Heilor  ;  but  this 
■  the  General  oppofed,  and  going  into  his  cab- 
bin  wrote  a  letter  to  Enghvid  to  be  carried  by 
the  Hedor  which  he  ordered  to  depart,  and 
leave  him  there,  without  Icttin?  oneof  the  com- 
pany  knov/  of  it.  This  letter  being  delivered, 
the  General  expedted  the  HeSlor  would  have 

left 
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left  him  in  the  night;  but  he  found  her  within 
fight  in  the  morning,  and  fhe  ftill  kept  two  or 
three  leagues  from  him,  for  the  Mailer,  who 
was  an  honelt  worthy  man,  loved  the  General 
and  was  loath  to  leave  him  in  fuch  diftrefs. 
However,  the  people  on  board  now  found  it 
neceffary  to  exert  themfelves,  the  carpenter 
mended  the  rudder  again,  and  within  two  or 
three  days  the  weather  beginning  to  be  fome- 
what  fair,  and  the  fta  fmooth,  they  madp  a 
fignal  to  the  HcSlor,  v/ho  came  up,  and  the 
Mailer  bringing  with  him  the  befl  fwimmers 
he  had  in  liis  ihip,  helped  them  to  hang  the 
rudder  again  fo  firmly,  that  they  were  in  hopes 
of  at  length  getting  into  a  port. 

Being  fenfible  that  they  had  doubled  the 
Cape  oj  Good  Hope  by  the  height  they  were  in 
to  the  northward,  they  failed  direftly  for  the 
ifland  of  St.  Helena,  which  to  their  great  joy 
they  reached  on  the  i6th  of  June,  and  call 
anchor  in  twelve  fathoms  water,  oppofite  a 
fmall  chapel  which  the  Portuguefe  had  built 
there  long  before.  On  their  landing  the  found 
many  writings,  by'which  they  were  informed 
that  the  Carracks  had  departed  but  eight  days 
before.  Here  they  found  wild  goats ;  but 
they  were  very  hard  to  be  caught :  the  Gene- 
neral  therefore  appointed  four  of  the  bell 
markfmen  he  had  to  go  into  the  middle  of  the 
ifland  with  four  men  to  attend  on  each,  to 
carry  the  goats  that  were  killed  to  the  rendez- 
vous, and  every  day  there  went  20  men  to 
fetch  them  to  the  fhips,  who  took  care  not  to 
make  any  noif«  that  might  frighten  the  animals, 

and 
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and  by  this  meaqs  the  fhips  were  plentifully 
fupplied.    While  they  llaid  there  they  repair- 
ed their  ihips,  and  all  their  fick  recovered  by 
the  refrelhments  they  received  on  fliore,  of 
which  they  had  great  need,  fince  they  had 
been  continually  beating  the  fea  for  tiree 
months  without  feeing  land. 
^   On  the  5th  of  July  they  fet  fail  from  this 
illand  lleenng  north  v/eft,  and  on  the  nth  of 
September  1603,  compleated  their  voyage,  by 
arriving  fafe  in  the  Do^mus. 
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EAST  INDIES, 

CHAP.  I. 

The  Commodore  fails  from  Horfleiu"  Road-,  and 
cafls  Anchor  at  Cape  Sierra  Leona.    A  De- 

fcription  of  the  Country,  and  the  Manners  of  the 
Inhabitants.  He  reaches  Table  Bay  at  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hope.  An  Account  of  the  Country, 
and  of  fame  rctnarka'ble  Letters  found  there.  The 
Author  lands  inafinalllfand,  and  ^fternxiards 

fails  to  St.  Augufline's  Bay,  in  the  If  and  of 
Madagafcar. 

^f~^HE  author,  M.  BeauUeu,  bore  the  moft 
^  diftinguifhed  charadler,  both  for  his  in- 
tegrity and  abilities.  When  the  French,  in  the 
year  1616,  firft  formed  the  defign  of  trading 
to  the  Eaf  Indies,  this  gentleman,  wlio  had  be- 
fore 
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fore  failed  to  the  river  Gafnbia,  on  the  coafl:  of 
JIfrica,  was  promoted  to  that  command, 
though  he  had  no  other  recommendation  than 
Ms  merit.  Of  this  expedition,  he  has  writ- 
ten the  following  account,  which  was  firft  pub- 
Mflied  in  The-vsno^s  colledtion.  As  this  perfor- 
mance has  been  univerfally  efteemed,  and  gives 
a  very  juil  idea  of  trade,  Vv'e  fhall  give  an  ab- 
ftrafl  of  it  in  the  author's  own  manner. 

On  the  2d  of  October,  1619,  I  failed  from 
Hotifleur  road  with  three  fliips  ;  the  Mo?itmorancj, 
of  450  tons,  162  men,  22  guns,  and  20  pa- 
dereroes  ;  ^hs  Hope,  of  400  tons,  117  men,  26 
guns,  and  20  padereroes,  and  an  advice  boat, 
called  the  Hermitage,  of  75  tons,  30  men,  8 
guns,  and  8  padereroes  :  all  viftualled  for  two 
years  and  a  half.  On  the  17  th  we  came  in 
light  of  Madera,  which  tho'  it  lies  very  high, 
the  weather  was  fo  foggy,  that  we  could  fcarce 
difcern  it.  As  the  Montmcrancy  was  deep  laden, 
and  embarrafied  with  an  unv/ieldy  rudder,  which 
two  or  three  men  were  fcarcely  able  to  ma- 
nage, we  refolved  to  make  the  beft  of  our  way 
to  Cape  Sierra  Leona,  in  order  to  have  a  new 
one  made,  or  to  alter  the  old  one. 

On  the  I  ft  of  Ncveinber,  we  made  the  coaft 
of  Africa,  between  the  river  Senegal  and  Cape 
Ferd,  and  the  next  day,  about  8  in  the  morning, 
doubled  that  cape,  which  lies  very  low,  and 
coafted  along  the  Ihore,  in  order  to  get  into 
Ruffco  road,  but  the  wind  being  contrary,  pre- 
vented us. 

On  the  15  th,  having  refolved  to  fend  the  ad- 
vice boat  to  the  Idol  iilands  to  purchafe  provi- 
M  2  fions. 


124  Commodore  B  E  a  u  l  i  e  u 's  Expcdlticn  to 
fions,  I  furnillied  the  boat  with  calTade,  and 
knives,  which  were  proper  commodities  for 
thofe  iflands,  and  reinforced  its  complement 
with  Captain  Sojer,  and  fix  foldiers,  ordering 
Captain  Ridel,  vvho  commanded  the  pinnace, 
not  to  treat  with  the  natives  without  hoftages, 
nor  to  ftay  there  above  three  days  at  molt ; 
but  with  all  poflible  expedition  to  rejoin  us  at 
Tagrin, 

On  the  19th,  we  defcrled  the  /a'o/ iflands,  in 
9°.  30'.  north  latitude.  They  are  covered  with 
wood,  and  except  Tagrin,  are  the  highelt  land 
between  Cape  Verd  and  Cape  Sierra  Leona.  The 
largeil:,  and  molt  fouthern  of  thefe  iflands,  is 
called  Great  Idol,  which  affords  water  and  fe- 
veral  fort  of  fowls ;  but  its  inhabitants,  who 
are  very  numerous,  are  not  to  be  dealt  with 
without  hoftages.  The  Lejfer  Idol  alfo  aifords 
water.  Befides  thefe  two,  there  are  other  fmal- 
ler  iflands ;  but  they  are  fo  inconfiderable  as 
not  to  be  diftinguilhed  by  any  name :  thofe 
given  to  thefe  two,  are  taken  from  a  river  of 
the  fame  name  on  the  continent,  the  mouth  of 
which  lies  oppofite  to  them,  at  the  diltance  of 
about  three  or  four  leagues.  The  natives,  who 
are  Negroes,  are  Idolaters,  great  hunters,  and 
feed  upon  the  flelh  of  elephants. 

On  the  23d  of  No'-vemba;  we  arrived  ztCape 
Sierra  Lcona,  which  lies  in  8  degrees  north  la- 
titude, and  caft  anchor  at  Tagrin.  On  the  28th, 
1  caufed  the  rudder  to  be  taken  on  Ihore,  where 
having  pofted  a  ftrong  guard,  and  fortified  the 
place  with  felled  trees,  I  fet  the  carpenters  to 
work  upon  it,  and  then  walking  a  little  farther 

up 
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fxp  into  the  country,  found  at  the  bottom  of 
the  creek,  a  fmall  brook  of  fweet  and  clear 
water,  the  banks  of  which,  towards  the  fea, 
were  adorned  with  great  numbers  of  citron- 
trees,  willows,  and  pretty  thick  woods.  I  al- 
io found  fome  plains  fit  for  pafture,  though  the 
foil  is  nothing  but  ftone,  and  iron  coloured 
rock.  The  natives  live  in  houfes,  that  are 
much  better  built  than  thofe  at  Cape  Verd : 
they  aie  Negroes,  and  worfhip  little  frightful 
images,  and  fmall  lumps  of  black  earth,  which 
I  uudei-ftood  to  be  the  nefts  of  ants.  To  thefe 
tliey  offer  fruits,  and  alfo  the  heads  of  monkeys, 
baboons,  and  other  beafts.  The  place  where 
we  lay,  was  the  third  creek  from  Cape  Sierra 
Leona,  and  is  conveniently  fituated  for  taking 
in  water,  wood,  citrons,  oranges,  and  hoops 
for  water  calks,  which  are  all  to  be  had  for  lit- 
tle or  nothing.  We  had  very  good  rice,  in  ex- 
change for  equal  quantities  of  fait.  The  coun- 
try, however,  affords  no  flefh,  but  fowls,  which 
are  very  fcarce ;  but  all  the  creeks  are  well 
ftored  with  feveral  forts  of  filh. 

On  the  3d  of  December,  two  Negroes  came 
on  board,  one  of  whom  was  armed  with  a 
bow,  arrows,  a  fword,  and  a  knife  :  the  other, 
who  was  the  interpreter,  told  me,  that  he  who 
was  thus  armed  was  fent  by  the  King  to  ac- 
quaint me,  that  the  Portuguefe  up  the  river  had 
murdered  the  Captain  and  whole  crew  of  a 
i^aiiit  Maloes  bark  :  that  the  King  was  forry 
fuch  a  thing  fhould  happen  near  his  territories, 
and  that  if  1  chofe  to  refent  it,  he  would  fur- 
niih  me  with  Negroes,  to  conduct  mc  to  the 
M  3  place 
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place  where  the  Portuguefe  had  lodged  the  bark. 
On  my  firll  hearing  this  news,  I  fufpeded  that 
the  Portuguefe  h^d  contrived  the  melFage  to  in- 
duce me  to  fend  a  detachment  of  the  land  guard, 
to  give  them  an  opportunity  of  carrying  off  the 
rudder  and  vv'ater  calks  that  were  landed  ;.  Lut 
upon  fecond  thoughts,  calling  to  mind  the  hu- 
mour of  the  Portuguefe  in  that  country,  and  the 
weaknefs  of  the  St.  Makes  ihip,  I  concluded 
the  account  not  improbable,  and  thought  my 
flighting  fuch  intelligence  might  leffen  the  re- 
putation of  the  French  in  that  country.  I  there- 
fore refolved  to  fend  a  detachment ;  but  to  carry 
cn  this  affair  with  more  fecurity,  I  caufed  the 
rudder  to  be  brought  aboard  ;  for  the  carpen- 
ter's work  being  finilhed,  there  wanted  only 
iron-work,  which  might  be  done  on  board,  by 
fetting  up  a  forge  in  the  ihip.  Having  fecured 
the  principal  avenues  to  the  place  where  we 
lay,  I  fent  our  floop  up  the  river,  with  an  ad- 
dition of  ten  men  to  her  complement,  together 
with  Captain  Pile's  bark,  manned  with  his  own 
men,  and  the  Plope's  long-boat,  with  20  men 
and  four  padereroes,  all  under  the  command  of 
M.  Montcurier  ;  but  on  the  8th  of  December  ia 
the  afternoon,  they  returned,  and  M.  Montiu- 
rier  reported  that  he  had  been  10  or  12  leagues 
up  the  river,  where  finding  it  grew  narrow  and 
rocky,  and  having  no  commillion  to  venture  ' 
the  lofs  of  the  bark,  he  returned  without  mttl- 
ing  ^r\y  Portugue/e,  or  feeing  their  veffels. 

After  we  left  this  coaft,  the  weather  was  va- 
rious, as  ufual  in  thefe  feas.  On  the  6th  of 
Jaiiuary  we  croffed  the  equinoftial  line,  and 

performed 


E  AST  INDIES.  127 

performed  the  ufual  cuflom  of  the  French,  of 
throwing  fea-water  upon  thofe  who  had  never 
pafied  it. 

On  the  3d  of  Fehruary,  being  becalmed,  we 
faw  two  great  fifii,  with  long  beaks,  or  horns, 
which,  feemed  to  be  of  that  iort  that  are  known 
to  pierce  fliips.  I  could  fcarce  have  credited 
the  ftory  of  their  penetrating  through  fhips,  if 
the  Governor  of  Dieppe  had  not  Ihewn  me  a 
piece  of  the  beak  of  fuch  a  fifh,  found  in  the 
iide  of  a  vefTel  belonging  to  Dieppe,  laid  up  to 
be  caulked  after  an  EaJ}  hidia  voyage.  The 
Captain  of  which  had  found  fomething  ftrike 
againft  his  fhip,  as  fhe  failed  from  the  coafl:  of 
Brajil  to  the  cape,  but  did  not  know  what  it 
was  till  that  difcovery.  This  piece  of  the  beak 
refembled  the  tooth  of  afea-horfe,  only  it  was 
ftrait  all  along,  and  of  the  colour  of  ivory.  It 
was  an  inch  and  an  half  diameter,  it  had  run 
five  inches  into  the  wood,  and  was  broke  off 
where  the  lining  joined  the  timber,  probably  by 
the  ftruggling  of  the  fifli  to  recover  its  liberty. 
Thofe  I  faw  on  this  occafion  feemed  of  the 
fmalleft  fort,  one  of  them  that  came  juft  under 
us,  appeared  to  be  ten  feet  long,  belides  its  beak. 
It  was  a  flefhy  iifli,  though  not  fo  big  in  pro- 
portion to  its  length  as  a  porpoife.  Its  colour 
was  a  dark  blue,  and  its  fins  and  tail,  which 
were  very  large,  appeared  in  the  feaof  a  bright 
azure.  It  had  a  pretty  high  hump  upon  its 
back,  refembling  that  of  an  hdian  fea-calf, 
which  fometimes  rifes  above  the  water.  Its 
head  was  not  unlike  that  of  a  porpoife,  only 
it  was  longer,  and  initead  of  a  fnout,  had  this 

horn 


128  Commodore  Beaulieu's  Expedition  tt 
horn  or  beak,  which  was  very  lharp  at  the 
point,  almofl;  two  feet  long,  and  as  thick  as  a 
boy's  wrift.  It  is  a  very  ftifF  and  fwift  iiih  ; 
for  I  have  fcen  it  fly  at  bonitos,  with  v/hich  it 
wages  continual  war,  and  have  often  obferved 
bonitos  and  albacores  wounded  by  it,  and  the 
fea  tinftured  with  their  blood.  1  am  certain 
there  are  fome  of  this  fort  much  larger  than 
thofe  I  faw  at  this  time,  which  attack  the 
whales,  and  it  is  not  improbable,  but  their 
miltaking  a  fhip  for  a  whale,  may  occafion  their 
encountering  with  it.  ^^^^ 

On  the  nth  of  March,}^e  faw  fea  weeds 
three  or  four  fathoms  long,  cormorants,  fea- 
bears,  and  the  fowls  called  by  the  Portuguefe 
alcatras,  which  are  white,  with  only  the  tips 
of  their  wings  black  ;  and  all  thcfe  were  cer- 
tain figns  of  approaching  the  land.  We  like- 
wife  faw  innumerable  Ihoals  of  porpoifes,  and 
a  great  many  whales.  Towards  night  we  dif- 
covered  land,  being  then  in  33°.  fouth  latitude. 
We  refolved  to  fteer  our  courfe  to  Table  bay, 
at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  but  did  not  arrive 
there  till  the  15th  at  night,  at  which  time  we 
caft  anchor,  having  loll  only  one  boy  in  this  run. 

The  next  day  I  fent  50  men  on  fhore,  with 
falls,  in  order  to  make  tents.  On  the  return 
of  the  boat,  they  told  me  they  had  found  the 
bodies  of  feveral  men,  and  cloaths  fcattered  up 
and  down,  and  a  fmall  fortification  of  earth, 
which  we  gucfled  to  be  built  by  the  Danes  ;  for 
one  of  the  natives,  who  fpoke  broken  Englijh, 
let  us  know  more  by  his  figns  than  his  language. 
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t&at  about  three  months  before,  five  Ihips  had 
failed  from  thence  to  the  eaftward. 

On  the  19th  of  March,  fome  muCceteers, 
who  had    been  fent   in  quell  of  a  Ibldier, 

/  who  had  firaggled  from  us,  reported,  that 
they  had  paffi;d  along  the  fouth-fide  of  an. 
inland  mountain,  and  feen  a  prodigious  num- 
ber of  vei-y  large  baboons  and  monkeys ;  from 
thence  tliey  continued  their  courfe  along  the 
declining  part  of  the  mountains  that  bound 
the  weftern  fhore,  till  they  perceived  the  fea, 

•  at  about  half  a  league  dillance. 

This  report  infpired  me  with  a  curiofity  to 
fee  the  country  :  accordingly,  the  next  day  I 
walked  out  by  the  back  of  the  T able  moun- 
tain, and  being  advanced  three  leagues,  ob- 
ferved  the  ground  covered  with  grafs,  inter- 
fperfed  with  many  beautiful  flowers,  with  a  fmall 
livulet  of  frefti  water  gliding  along  the  plain, 
and  lofmg  itfelf  in  the  fea  at  the  foot  of  the 
Ibay.  At  the  foot  of  the  Table  mountain,  to 
the  fouthward,  1  obferved  a  great  number  of 
trees.^  fome  of  which  are  capable  of  affording 
planks  afoot  broad,  and  18  or  20  feet  long  j 
their  trunks  are  ftrait,  like  that  of  a  pear- 
tree,  their  leaves  whitifh  and  fmall,  their  bark 

!  reddifh,  and  about  two  inches  thick,  the  heart 

i  of  the  wood  white  and  hard,  and  the  whole 
tree  full  of  fap.  I  alfo  obferved  herbs  of  the 
fame  nature  with  thofe  common  in  France,  as 
forrel,  fern,  and  broom  ;  and  upon  all  thefe 
jnomuains  there  ai'e  great  quantities  of  fallow 
deer,  as  big  as  harts,  monkeys,  baboons,  lions, 
white  wolves,  foxes,  porcupines,  oftriches,  par- 
tridges. 
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tridges,  and  all  forts  of  fowl ;  with  other  ani- 
mals that  were  unknown  to  me. 

The  Table  bay  lies  in  34°  fouth  latitude. 
It  enjoys  a  very  wholefome  air ;  and  fome- 
times  you  may  treat  here  with  the  natives  for 
beef  and  mutton.  There  are  more  rain  and  wind 
in  the  bay  than  on  lliore,  for  the  high  moun- 
tains flop  the  clouds  and  vapours,  which  being 
driven  by  the  wind,  fall  in  the  bay,  Tlie 
height  of  the  Table  mountain  from  the  fea 
iide  to  the  top,  is  1350  feet  perpendicular.  Ta- 
ble bay  is  however  a  very  fecure  road  to 
anchor  in. 

Some  of  our  men  going  afliore,  happened 
to  light  upon  a  great  ftone,  with  two  fmali 
packs  of  pitched  canvas,  underneath  which  we 
afterwards  found  fome  Dutch  letters.  We  difco- 
vered  firft  a  piece  of  pitched  canvas,  then  a  plate 
of  lead  wrapped  round  the  packet,  under  thai 
two  pieces  of  frefli  cloth,  then  a  piece  of  red 
frieze  all  wrapped  round  a  bag  of  coarfe  linen, 
in  which  were  the  letters  fafe  and  dry.  They 
contained  an  account  of  feveral  fhips  that  had 
pafTed  that  way,  and  particularly  of  an  Englijh 
advice-boat,  that  was  gone  to  Great  Britain  to 
acquaint  the  Eajl  India  Company,  with  the  in- 
jurious treatment  they  had  received  from  the 
Dutch.  They  alfo  gave  notice  to  all  fliips  that 
pafTed  that  way,  to  take  care  of  the  natives, 
who  had  murdered  feveral  of  the  crew,  and 
likevvife  advife  that  the  Dutch  had  belieged  Ba.n- 
ta?fi  with  35  fhips,  and  that  the  EngUjh  were 
forced  to  abandon  it  for  want  of  provifions. 

Oa 
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On  the  3d  of  April  we  weighed  anchor,  and 
being  becalmed  about  two  leagues  from  the 
bay,  were  driven,  by  the  current  from  the 
fbuth  upon  a  little  ifland,  within  a  league  of 
which  we  call:  anchor  in  20  fathoms  water  ; 
but  the  waves  made  us  roll  fo  prodigioully, 
that  every  thing  in  the  fliip  cracke.d.  This 
ifland  is  almoit  round,  and  about  a  league 

I  in  circumference.  It  confifls  of  nothing 
but  fand  and  fome  bufhes,  under  which 
the  penguins  hatch  their  eggs.  A  great  many 
adders  alfo  live  in  it,  as  well  as  camelions  and 
lizards.  Upon  its  rocks,  by  the  fea  fide,  we 
faw  a  great  number  of  fea  bears,  which  bleat 
like  Iheep  :  fome  of  them  are  very  large,  and 
have  a  Ikin  as  thick  as  a  wolf's,  with  very  foft 
hair  ;  both  thefe  and  the  penguins  taile  very 
rank  of  oil.  Thefe  bears  have  two  paws  be- 
fore, and  two  fins  behind ;  they  live  upon  fifh, 
but  cannot  ftay  long  under  water  without  ta- 
king air,  and  in  the  night  time  they  retire  to 

i    the  rocks. 

I  While  I  was  alhore,  there  was  fuch  a  ftorm 
i  from  the  fouth  eaft,  that  I  could  not  reach  the 
fhips  till  the  next  day,  and  was  forced  to  Hay 
,  1  all  night  upon  the  ifland.  On  the  7th  it 
I  thundred  and  lightned  violently  ;  the  next 
t  day  the  wefterly  winds  began  to  biovv,  and 
I  j  there  was  fo  thick  a  fog  that  we  could  not  fee 
J  from  one  end  of  the  fhip  to  the  other,  when 
'.  having  given  a  fignal  for  the  other  Ihips  to  fol- 
5     low  me  by  the  found  of  trumpets  and  drums, 

I  returned  to  Tabk  bay. 
a  'On 
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On  the  1 2th  of  Jpril  we  weighed  ancihcr 
again  ;  but  having  little  wind,  it  was  the  J4.tk 
before  we  doubled  the  C^/ie  cf  Good  Hopt.  On 
the  1 6th,  we  had  a  violent  ftorm  from  the 
north-eaft  at  the  full  moon,  which  \vt  forefasy 
the  night  before  ;  for  under  the  wind  there  ap- 
peared a  great  blackifh  cloud,  in  the  midft  of 
which  we  faw  what  the  Portuguefe  call  the  Ox's 
Eye,  which  is  generally  elleemed  the  fore- 
runner of  a  great  itorm.  The  fea  fwelled  pro- 
digioufly,  and  the  ftorm  was  indeed  very  vio- 
lent, though  the  air  was  fo  clear,  that  in  the 
night  time  we  faw  the  rifmg  and  fetting  of 
the  ftars.  By  this  ftorm  the  fhips  were  fepa- 
rated  ;  but  on  the  17th,  when  the  wind  abated 
and  became  foutherly,  I  perceived  our  two 
ihips  about  a  league  before,  and  found  to  my 
great  furprife,  that  none  of  us  had  fuffered  the 
leaft  damage.  On  the  firft  of  May  1  parted 
with  the  Hope,  commanded  by  Capt.  Grave, 
whom  I  fent  to  Bantam,  and  on  the  i8th  call 
anchor  in  St.  Augitjiine  s  bay  in  the  ifland  of 
Madagafcar. 


C  11  A  ?, 
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CHAP.  II. 

A  Relation  of  'what  pajfed  betvjeen  Commodore 
Beaulieu  and  the  Negroes  in  the  Bay  of  St. 
Auguftine  in  the  IJland  of  Madagafcar.  A 
Dejcription  of  the  Comoro  I/lands,  and  their 
Inhabitants,  ivith  vjhat  paffed  during  his  fay 
at  the  If  and  of  Nangafija,  and  an  Account 
of  the  Arabian  Popping. 

ON  the  day  after  our  calling  anchor  in  5"^. 
Augufine's  bay,  I  went  with  two  long 
boats  and  15  mufketeers,  to  take  a  view  of 
the  river.  When  upon  our  approaching  the 
fhore,  we  obferved  nine  or  ten  Negroes  upon  a 
fandy  point,  who  made  a  fignal  for  us  to  come 
to  them  :  upon  which  we  went  on  fhore,  and 
notwithftanding  our  being  armed,  they  joined 
and  talked  with  us  above  an  hour,  letting  us 
know  by  their  language  and  figns,  that  they 
were  well  pleafed  with  us,  and  would  vilit  us 
next  day  on  board.  They  were  very  curious 
in  obferving  what  v/e  had  about  us,  and  one 
of  them,  who  feemed  to  be  a  leading  man, 
fpying  a  filver  whiftle  with  a  chain  to  it,  which 
•my  mate  had  about  him,  very  earneftly  beg- 
ged for  it.  Upon  which,  I  ordered  the  mate 
to  (hew  it  him;  they  all  liked  it  extremely,  and 
the  chief  perfon  amongft  them  offered  to  give 
an  ox  for  it,  but  I  made  him  underlland  that 
we  could  not  fell  it,  and  if  any  of  them  would 
VoL.VIII.  N  come 
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come  on  board,  I  would  Ihew  them  what  they 
would  like  as  well. 

Immediately  the  principal  perfons,  and  three 
others  embarked  with  us,  making  figns  that 
the  fame  number  of  our  men  might  be  left 
afhore,  to  which  I  confented.  In  the  mean 
time,  at  one  call  of  the  net,  we  drew  up  a 
prodigious  number  of  fmall  filli,  rcfembling 
herrings,  both  in  form  and  tafte  ;  but  I  could 
make  no  material  remarks,  upon  the  river,  ex- 
cept that  it  was  very  large  and  rapid.  The 
natives  are  the  handfomeft  Negroes  I  ever  faw: 
they  are  tall  and  v/ell  lliaped,  feed  well,  and 
are  neither  flat  nofe  nor  have  thick  lips.  Their 
teeth  are  white,  even  and  fmall,  and  they  rub 
them  every  minute  with  a  fmail  piece  of  wood. 
They  are  very  curious  in  their  hair,  which  is 
long,  frizzled,  and  made  up  in  wreaths  at  the 
top.  They  wear  a  cotton  cloth,  woven  of  two 
or  three  colours  round  ttseir  waift,  the  reft  of 
the  body  being  naked.  He  who  appeared  the 
principal  perfon,  had  a  large  plate  of  bone  or 
ivory,  perfedlly  white  upon  his  forehead,  a 
large  copper  ring  at  his  ears,  and  about  his 
neck,  a  collar  of  raffade,  befides  glafs  beads  of 
feveral  colours,  and  a  necklace  of  fine  yellow 
amber,  which  he  highly  efteemed.  The  rell 
had  ornaments  which  correfponded  with  his, 
except  the  plate  on  his  forehead.  The  men 
are  circumcifed,  and  though  this  Inftitution 
has  been  long  eftablifhed  among  them,  1  ima- 
gine they  received  it  from  the  Mahometans  upon 
thecoaft  of  Ethiopia,  who  have  long  traded  with 
this  country.    Some  of  our  men  told  me,  they 

left 
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left  their  women  about  have  a  league  ofF  in 
the  woods,  who  were  very  agreeable,  and 
cloathed  from  their  breafts  to  their  knees,  with 
a  party  coloured  cloth  of  cotton,  having  their 
ears  pierced  in  many  places,  with  a  number 
of  ear-rings  and  bracelets  hanging  to  them. 
On  the  men's  coming  on  board  the  Ihip,  they 
were  aftonilhed  at  its  fize,  and  greatly  pleafed 
with  the  found  of  the  trumpets  and  drums. 
I  made  them  a  prefent  of  fome  enamelled  rings, 
and  others  of  pearl  and  falfe  amber,  and  dif- 
courfed  with  them  till  fupper  was  ready.  Mean 
while  they  were  feized  with  the  fea  ficknefs, 
upon  which  they  v/ould  go  upon  deck,  and  lie 
down  upon  a  fail,  when  one  of  them  not  being 
fo  fick  as  the  reft,  did  nothing  all  night  but 
banter  his  companions,  and  imitated  every 
word  the  men  upon  the  watch  faid  to  each 
other.  In  llaort,  thefe  are  the  moft  merry  Ne- 
groes 1  ever  faw  ;  they  have  a  lively  imagi- 
nation, and  readily  apprehended  the  'ligns  we 
made  to  them. 

The  next  morning,  by  break  of  day,  I  found 
them  upon  their  legs  and  much  better.  I 
then  lliewed  them  fuch  little  things  as  I  thought 
they  would  like,  as  coral,  yellow  amber,  raf- 
fades  of  all  colours,  of  which  they  liked  the 
red,  blue  and  green,  but  not  the  white;  a 
copper  bafon,  tin  veffels,  cloth  of  feveral  co- 
lours, knives,  razors,  and  combs,  all  which 
they  feemed  to  be  well  pleafed  with,  and  de- 
fired  the  gift  of  them  ;  but  when  I  fpoke  of 
their  horned  cattle,  they  always  came  back  to 
the  filver  whiftle  and  chain. 

N  2  Finding 
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Finding  I  could  making  nothing  of  them, 
I  ordered  them  to  be  fet  on  fhorc,  and  feveral 
of  our  men  going  with  them,  carried  fome  of  the 
above  goods,  to  try  what  they  could  do  with 
the  other  natives,  when  one  of  them  of- 
fered a  large  fat  ox,  with  bunches  upsn  his 
llioulders,  like  thofe  on  the  back  of  a  camelf 
in  exchange  for  a  copper  bafon  ;  but  he  who 
bore  the  ivory  plate  on  his  forehead  fpeaking  to 
him,  he  returned  the  bafon,  and  wanted  the  fil- 
ver  whiMe  and  chain.  In'lhort,  I  found  they 
refolved  to  deal  for  nothing  but  filver  chains. 

The  next  day,  hearing  that  the  natives  were 
come  down  to  the  fhore  with  their  cattle,  I  fent 
our  men  to  them  with  chains  of  fteel  and  cop- 
per, and  with  toys  of  lattin,  jet,  and  fome  things 
in  imitation  of  pearl,  with  orders  to  conceal 
the  filver  chain,  and  not  to  exchange  it,  till 
they  had  tried  if  any  of  the  former  would  do  ; 
for  I  had  no  mind  to  make  them  acquainted 
with  that  metal.  However,  they  let  me  know 
that  they  would  deal  for  nothing  but  filver 
chains,  and  would  give  no  more  than  one  cow, 
for  as  much  as  would  go  round  the  neck  of  the 
tallell  of  them,  and  meet  with  the  two  ends  at 
his  navel.  When  being  unwilling  to  part  with 
the  filver  chain,  and  at  the  fame  time,  being  in 
want  of  their  cattle,  I  refolved  to  have  a  chain 
made  of  pewter  by  a  goldfmith  we  had  on 
board,  and  for  that  end  melted  a  plate  ;  for  on 
my  offering  them  filver  and  pewter  fpoons  in  a 
heap  together,  they  chofe  the  pewter  ones,  be- 
caufe  they  were  brighteft,  and  alfo  when  I  of- 
fered 
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fered  them  a  large  filver  bafon,  filver  cups  and 
even  a  gold  chain,  they  would  give  me  nothing 
for  them ;  but  ftill  wanted  the  chain  that  was 
along  with  the  wliillle. 

The  next  day  they  came  aboard  without  ho- 
ftages,  bringing  fome  hens  and  capons,  a  pretty 
deal  of  milk,  fome  peas,  and  horn-fpoons  made 
after  their  fafhions.  Thefe  men  were  fond  of 
our  red  raffade  ;  but  we  had  very  little  of  it. 
However,  we  exchanged  what  we  had  at  a  pretty 
good  rate,  for  they  gave  a  large  fowl  for  every 
llring  of  it.  Thefe  perfons  lodged  all  night  on 
board,  and  were  not  lick  as  the  others  were. 
They  fed  heartily,  eat  a  great  deal  of  broiled 
flelh,  and  three  times  as  much  br?ad  as  any  of 
our  men.  The  peas  they  fold  us  were  white, 
and  as  large  as  a  mufket  ball,  and  the  beft  I 
ever  tailed.  They  eat  them  raw,  and  next 
to  their  milk,  I  believe,  they  are  their  beft 
food. 

On  the  26th,  I  fent  the  pewter  chain  and 
fome  red  raffade  on  Ihore  ;  but  they  foon  per- 
ceived that  the  chain  was  not  the  right.  How- 
ever, they  exchanged  fowls  for  half  a  firing  of 
ralTade,  javelins  and  darts  for  the  fame  quan- 
tity, and  a  weather  for  a  whole  firing.  Thefe 
javelins  and  darts  were  well  made,  for  the  na- 
tives work  very  prettily  in  iron  and  copper, 
and  in  my  opinion,  their  iron,  of  which  they 
have  great  plenty,  is  as  good  as  any  in  Spain. 
They  fold  us  a  fmall  quantity  of  rice  at  a  very 
high  price  ;  but  though  1  fhewed  them  fome 
red  coral,  cryilal,  and  other  toys,  they  did 
hot  like  them. 

N  3  On 
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On  the  27th,  they  brought  down  as  many 
cattle  as  covered  a  quarter  of  a  league,  Hill 
demanding  the  lilver  chain  for  an  ox,  the  red 
raffade  for  their  Iheep  and  pullets,  and  the  blue 
for  their  milk.  Upon  which  I  demanded  three 
oxen  and  a  fheep  for  the  filver  chain,  when 
their  King  or  Governor,  as  I  marketed  in  my 
long  boat,  fent  for  me  to  come  aihore,  in  or- 
der to  Paevv  him  the  chain.  This,  I  however 
declined,  and  let  him  know,  that  if  he  would 
condefcend  to  come  on  board,  he  fhould  be 
very  fafe,  and  I  would  fend  fome  of  my  men 
on  fhore  as  hoftages.  After  fome  deliberation 
he  came  on  board,  when  I  was  forry  that  I  had 
no  proper  prefent  to  miake  him.  However, 
having  four  firings  of  red  rafiade  in  my  hand, 
and  obferving  that  he  looked  at  them  with  fome 
attention,  I  made  him  a  prefent  of  them,  though 
I  thought  them  beneath  his  acceptance.  He 
however  accepted  them  with  pleafure,  and  in 
return  made  me  a  prefent  of  a  flieep.  I  had 
a  great  mind  to  have  given  him  half  the  filver 
chain,  which  was  five  foot  and  a  half  long, 
and  weighed  three  ounces  and  an  half ;  but 
confidering,  that  if  I  was  prodigal  of  this  ad- 
mired curiofity,  I  fhould  have  nothing  to  pur- 
chafe  horned  cattle,  or  elfe  Ihould  be  obliged 
to  rob  the  mates  of  their  filver  whiilles,  I  de- 
ferred doing  it.  But  fome  time  ■  after,  the 
King,  refledling  upon  the  chain,  fent  rne  one 
of  the  ftatelieft  oxen  I  ever  faw,  which  we 
bought  for  half  of  it  ;  we  had,  however, 
a  great  deal  of  trouble  in  bringing  the  beall 
on  board,  for  though  it  received  in  its  head 

two 
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two  piftol  fliot,  one  harquebufs,  and  one  mu&et 
fhot,  we  were  forced  to  give  him  feveral  blows 
on  the  head  with  an  ax,  and  then  to  drown 
him  before  we  could  get  him  on  board. 

Thefe  oxen  are  Ihort  and  thick,  they  have 
fmall  heads,  fhort  necks,  and  each  of  them  has 
a  large  lump  of  fat  upon  the  joining  of  the 
neck  to  the  (houlder,  which  at  a  diftance  ap- 
pears like  a  burthen  tied  upon  that  part.  Their 
fheep,  as  to  their  head  and  wool,  refemble  thofe 
of  Barbary ;  but  their  ears  hang  down  like  a 
hound's,  and  their  tail  contains  ten  or  twelve 
pounds  of  pure  fat.  Their  fowls  are  aifo  large^ 
fat,  and  well  talkd. 

On  the  28th  1  went  to  fee  a  little  ifland  in 
the  mouth  of  the  river,  whence  I  returned  to  the 
place  of  barter,  where  the  natives  waited  for 
us,  with  a  great  number  of  cattle.  I,  this  day, 
bargained  to  double  the  advantage  I  had  done 
the  day  before  ;  but  having  allowed  fome  of 
iny  men  to  go  on  fhore,  to  trade  for  them- 
felves ;  the  natives,  fome  time  after,  fuddenly 
demanded  four  firings  of  red  raffade  for  a 
Iheep,  though  they  had  juft  before  fold  me  fe- 
veral for  two  apiece,  upon  which  I  called  all 
my  men  into  the  boat  v/here  I  always  traded. 
This  was  however,  no  fooner  done,  than  the 
Governor  of  the  natives  appeared  in  a  palTson, 
and  ordered  all  the  natives  to  retire,  whea. 
fearing  left  our  mutual  friendfhip  fhould  be 
thus  broken,  I  made  a  fignal  to  fpeak  with 
him,  upon  which  he  came  down  to  the  fhore, 
and  I  landing,  made  him  a  prefcnt  of  a  cutlas 
with  a  fiver  hilt,  affuring  him,  that  I  was  hi? 

ixi^nd, 
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friend,  and  earneftly  defired  that  I  and  my  men 
might  live  in  perfect  friendfhip  with  him  and 
his  people.  The  Governor  was  highly  fatisfied, 
and  the  Negroes  fent  forth  loud  acclamations 
of  joy,  when  caufing  the  trumpets  to  found, 
and  the  drums  to  beat,  I  ordered  a  party  of  the 
men  to  come  on  fliore,  and  fhake  hands  with 
the  natives.  Mean  wliile,  the  Governor  made 
me  fit  down  by  him,  and  admiring  the  trum- 
pets and  drums,  ofFered  me  an  ox  for  each 
of  them.  But  I  told  him  I  could  not  part  with 
them.  After  this,  we  fold  the  reft  of  our  fil- 
vcr  chains,  for  two  heifers  each,  and  a  Itring 
of  coral  beads  for  an  ox,  and  then  returned  on 
board,  letting  the  natives  know  that  we  fhould 
be  gone  in  four  of  five  days.  The  next  day 
one  of  our  officers  went  on  ihore,  and  fold  four 
ounces  of  a  filver  chain  for  fix  fat  oxen,  which 
1  caufed  to  be  faked. 

On  the  firft  of  June  I  went  with  tVv'elve  men 
in  our  little  Ikifi^,  in  order  to  reach  the  m.oun- 
tains,  rowing  up  a  fmall  creek,  but  finding 
it  furrounded  with  buflies  and  fteep  rocks, 
we  rowed  about  half  a  league  up  an  arm  of 
the  river  to  the  fouthward,  where  I  landed, 
and  having  walked  up  a  third  part  of  the  moun- 
tain, I  perceived  that  the  other  arm  of  the  river 
to  the  northward  was  ftill  larger.  On  the 
fea  fide,  and  for  two  leagues  up  the  river,  there 
are  thick  woods,  and  beyond  them  very  plea- 
fant  fields.  All  the  15  days  I  ftaid  upon  this 
ifland,  I  obferved  but  one  cloud,  and  yet  the 
heat  is  far  fiom  being  exceflive,  it  being  tem- 
pered by  the  land  breezes  from  the  fun  fet- 
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ting  till  10  or  1 1  o'clock  in  the  morning,  and  by 
the  fea  gales  which  blow  from  that  time  till 
fun  fetting.  I  found  the  air  of  the  bay  very 
healthy,  we  not  having  one  fick  man  on  board. 
The  mountains  are  a  dry  rock,  the  furface  of 
which  looks  as  if  it  were  burnt,  and  the  low 
country  is  covered  with  an  infinite  number  of 
bulhes  and  flirubs ;  there  are  the  greatefi:  quan- 
tity of  tamarind  trees  I  ever  faw,  and  alfo 
ebony  and  aloe  trees.  We  faw  in  the  hands  of 
the  favages  fome  fmall  cucumbers,  that  feemed 
better  than  ours,  and  which  they  eat  like  pears, 
they  hadlikewife  a  great  numberof  goards,  fom; 
beans  and  peas,  a  little  rice,  and  fome  citrons. 

Having  refitted  our  (hips,  and  furnilhed  our- 
felves  with  fre(h  provifions,  wood  and  water, 
we  fet  fail  from  Maciagafcar,  and  on  the  9th  of 
ytine,  came  in  fight  of  Ter-ra  Firma,  between 
Sofala  and  Moza?nbic,  and  having  paffed  by  two 
fmall  iflands,  faw  a  high  and  fandy  coaft,  with 
a  woody  country  behind  it ;  and  further  to  the 
v/eft,  a  low  land  covered  with  large  trees ,  that 
appeared  as  if  they  were  planted  in  the  fea. 

On  the  13th  we  came  in  fight  of  one  of  the 
Iflands  of  Comoro,  which  Is  very  high,  and  as 
confpicuous  as  Madera.  The  next  day  we  ob- 
ferved  another  ifland,  called  Majotta,  which  is 
not.  fo  high  as  the  former,  and  abounds  with 
provifions  and  fruit.  This  lafl:  ifland  is  inha- 
bited all  along  the  fliore,  and  is  cool,  moiil, 
and  covered  with  verdure.  The  tide  carried  us 
weftward  along  the  coaft,  to  a  point,  where  we 
came  in  fight  of  a  fliip,  upon  which  I  fent  out 
our  long-boat  with  10  mulketeers,  who  brought 

rae 
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me  word  that  it  v/as  a  veffel  of  40  tons,  bound 
from  Mecca,  and  that  the  Captain  taking  us 
for  Dutch  (hips,  had  run  all  the  goods  on  Ihore. 
The  Captain  of  this  veffel  Jhewed  me  two  let- 
ters, one  from  an  Euglijh  Commader,  called 
Martin,  and  another  from  Captain  Banner,  to 
inform  their  countrymen,  that  they  had  taken 
in  fcveral  refrelhments  at  that  place,  efpecially 
fruit :  that  they  had  found  no  water,  and  that 
linen  cloth  and  paper  were  proper  commodities 
for  that  place ;  adding,  that  care  ought  to  be 
taken,  not  to  difoblige  the  inhabitants,  wiio, 
though  they  appeared  friendly,  were  able  to  do 
them  a  great  deal  of  mifchief.  The  road  being 
furrounded  with  rocks,  the  Arabian  mailer  ad- 
vifed  me,  not  to  attempt  landing  without  fetch- 
ing a  pilot  from  the  ihore,  and  accordingly  I 
fent  my  boat  along  with  him,  and  in  the  af- 
ternoon he  returned  with  two  of  the  inhabi- 
tants, who  before  iun  fet  brought  our  iliip  fafe 
to  an  anchor.  I  then  fent  the  Arabian  mailer 
back  to  his  own  fhip  with  full  aifurances  of 
the  innocence  of  our  defigns,  and  the  friendly 
difpofition  of  the  French,  together  with  a  let- 
ter to  the  fame  purpoie,  addreifed  in  Spanijh  to 
the  King  of  the  illand. 

On  the  17th,  the  King  fent  fome  of  his  chief 
favourites  to  affare  us  of  his  friendlhip,  and 
readinefs  to  fupply  us  with  whatever  the  coun- 
try afforded.  Upon  this  I  fent-  him  aprefent 
of  a  filver  hiked  hanger,  a  couple  of  very  hand- 
fome  knives,  a  ream  of  paper,  and  a  looking 
glafs,  which  he  received  with  pleafure,  and  in 
return,  fent  me  a  young  kid  and  fome  fruit., 
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I  at  the  fame  time  defired  the  Arabian  Captain, 
who  was  then  on  fhore,  to  buy  me  feme  pro- 
vifions,  promifing  to  fend  fuch  commodities 
as  were  proper  to  be  given  in  exchange.  Upon 
this,  the  Captain  fent  me  word,  that  the  in- 
habitants of  the  ifland  were  of  fuch  a  particular 
humour,  that  they  would  not  conclude  a  bar- 
gain of  the  value  of  half  a  rial  in  a  day's  time, 
and  v.'ould  not  buy  a  yard  of  cloth,  without  call- 
ing all  their  relations  and  neighbours  to  fix  the 
price  they  fliould  give  for  it.  I  was  alfo  in- . 
formed,  that  a  Portugnefe  Carrack  having  been 
call:  away  upon  that  ifland,  about  three  years 
before,  the  inhabitants  were  fo  overftocked 
with  rials,  that  they  fet  no  value  upon  them. 

The  next  day  having  obferved  a  couple  of 
fliips  belonging  to  that  country,  I  had  the 
Captains  brought  on  board,  v/hen  they  in- 
formed me,  that  they  came  from  the  ifiand  of 
Majotta ;  that  they  were  laden  with  rice  and 
dried  fifh,  and  were  bound  for  Monbaze.  Tlie 
next  day  they  fupplied  me  v/ith  as  much  rice, 
peas,  and  hung  beef,  as  would  ferve  us  for 
four  months  ;  of  which  I  was  very  glad,  as  I 
could  buy  nothing  of  the  inhabitants  without 
an  infinite  lofs  of  time.  Befldes,  I  began  to 
fufpedl  their  honefty,  for  the  day  before,  when 
we  were  founding  in  order  to  come  to  an  an- 
chor^  fome  of  them  made  a  fignal  for  us  to 
come  over  a  place  where  we  obferved  a  long 
ridge  of  rocks ;  whence  I  prefumed  that  the 
advantage  they  had  made  by  the  fhipwreck 
of  the  PorUiguefe  Carrack,  had  tempted  them 
to  wiih  us  the  fame  fate. 

Finding 
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Finding  that  the  water  was  brackifh,  we 
weighed  anchor  on  the  21ft  by  break  of  day, 
when  the  Arabian  Captain  underftanding  that 
I  defigned  to  double  Cape  Comorin,  advii'ed  me 
to  ftop  for  fix  weeks  at  the  ifland  of  Socotora, 
to  avoid  the  ufual  ftorms  upon  the  coall  of 
Malabar. 

The  above  ifland,  which  was  called  Kanga- 
fja,  extends  about  15  or  16  leagues  from  north 
to  fouth,  and  is  about  three  or  four  leagues  in 
breadth.    We  could  obferve  no    other  an-  j 
chorage  but  that  where  our  Ihip  rode,  which  1 
was  on  the  north-north- weft  point:  that  road  ( 
is  however  dangerous,  and  hard  to  be  found  1 
by  ftrangers.    The  ifland  itfelf  affords  a  plea-  \ 
fant  profpeft,   efpecially  to  the  northward.  a 
From  that  fide  the  mountains  rife  gradually,  \ 
and  are  covered  with  trees  ;  and  below,  upoa  tl 
a  clear  fandy  creek  along  the  fnore,  there  are  tt 
a  great  number  of  houfes  fheltered  with  groves  \ 
of  cocoa,  orange,  and  citron  trees.     Their  jo 
oranges  are  very  fmall,  but  fvveet  and  delicious,  I 
refembling  both  in  lhape  and  tafte  thofc  of  1 
China.    The  inhabitants  are  Negroes,  but  are 
neither  fo  handfome,  nor  fo  well  fhaped  as 
thofe  of  Madagafcar.    They  are  all  zealous 
Mahometans,  and  are  marked  with  a  hot  iron 
upon  their  temples,  and  the  miacie  of  their 
foreheads. 

The  ifland  is  governed  by  15  petty  Kings, 
among  whom  the  King  of  the  place  v.  here  we 
■anchored  is  the  Ifrongell.  Thefe  Kings  make 
war  upon  one  another,  and  fell  the  prifoners 
tliey  take  upon  thefe  occafions,  to  the  Portu- 
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^uefe  and  other  nations.  We  law  no  arms 
among  them,  but  a  few  that  belong-ed  to  the 
King,  which  were  fome  fuzees  and  pifcols, 
that  were  prefented  him  fome  time  ago  by  the 
Englijh,  and  which  he  greatly  valued.  They 
behave  with  great  civility  and  refpeft  to 
llrangers,  except  when  they  fee  them  iland 
upright  and  make  water,  for  then  they  ridicule 
them  with  prodigious  fliouting. 

The  Arabia}!  fhips,  which  are  called  pengays, 
are  ftrangely  built,  for  the  planks  are  neithc^r 
nailed  nor  caulked,  .but  fevved  together  with  a 
fort  of  thread  made  of  the  rind  of  the  cocoa 
tree,  and  farre'd  or  pitched  above  the  feams, 
v/hence  they  are  fo  leaky,  that  five  or  fix  men 
are  conftantly  employed  in  heaving  out  the 
water.  Befides,  they  always  fail  right  before 
the  trade  winds,  for  the  Arabians  will  not  ven- 
ture to  fet  their  fide  to  the  windward.  They 
have  no  decks,  and  carry  about  50  or  60 
tens. 
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CHAP.  III. 

The  Author  profecutes  his  Voyage  for  the  Cape  of 
Guardafu.  A  Defcription  of  that  Coaji  and 
the  Country  about  it.  His  arrival  on  the 
CoaJi  of  Malabar,  ^johere  he  takes  a  Moorifti 
fip.  He  doubles  Cape  Comorin,  and  arrives 
at  Ticow  in  the  ifland  of  Sumatra.  The 
1 ranfaBions  during  his  fay  in  that  Port. 
JVith  a  Defcription  of  the  Country,  and  its 
Produce. 

EIGHT  days  after  our  leaving  the  iflands 
of  Comro,  we  crofied  the  equinoftial, 
and  on  the  firft  of  July,  the  wind  being  very- 
high,  we  failed  55  leagues  in  24  hours, -though 
mofl;  of  our  fails  were  furled,  which  let  me 
know  that  upon  that  coaft,  the  currents  run 
with  great  rapidity  before  the  wind. 

On  the  4th  of  July  we  caft  anchor  near  Cape 
Orpin ;  but  thefe  high  winds  continued,  with- 
out intermiflion,  till  the  3d  of  AuguJI,  during 
which  time,  I  could  neither  fend  our  boats  on 
ftiore,  nor  hoift  up  a  fail.  However,  I  now 
refolved  to  Hand  for  Cape  Quardnfu,  in  order 
to  examine  our  tackling,  to  take  in  frefh  water, 
^nd  to  receive  direftions  from  the  natives,  about 
ourcciafcingon  to  Socotora,  where  none  of  us  had 
ever  been.  With  this  view,  I  ordered  our  long- 
boat to  be  fitted  out  and  fupplyed  with  provi- 
fipns  for  3  days,  direding  the  men  to  make  land, 
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and  to  learn  of  the  natives  where  we  might  take 
in  frefh  water. 

They  returned  on  the  12th,  and  reported, 
that  they  had  coafted  along  the  fhore  to  the"eafl:-. 
ward  of  the  place  where  we  rode,  under  ileep 
mountains  on  the  tops  of  which  they  faw  per- 
fons  in  mean  Arabian  habits,  who  threw  fo 
many  ftones  at  them,  that  they  were  obliged 
to  keep  at  a  gi;eater  diftance ;  for  notwith- 
ftanding  all  the  figns  of  peace  and  friendlliip 
they  could  make,  the  natives  feemed  to  in- . 
timate  by  their  fwords  and  alTagays,  that  if 
they  came  on  Ihore  they  would  cut  their  throats. 
They  then  fleered  to  a  part  of  the  coaft  op- 
pofite  to  the  place  where  we  lay  at  anchor, 
where  fome  of  them  getting  through  an  open- 
ing up  the  precipice,  found  a  wide  champain 
country,  which  extended  as   far  as   the  eye 
could  reach,  without  any  trees,  except  fome^ 
withered  bufhes  burnt  up  by  the  fun.  They 
alfo  obferved  two  or  three   of  the  natives, 
who,  on  their  approach,  fled  farther  into  the 
country.    They  lay  that  night  under  the  pre- 
cipice, and  the  next  day  fleering  two  or  three 
leagues  to  the  weftward,  obferved  fome  of  the 
natives  on  the  fhore,  who  on  the  boats  offering 
to  approach  them,  ran  up  the  hill.  After 
they  had  doubled  the  Cape,  they  found  a  bay 
three  leagues  broad,  which  extended  a  great 
way  within  land,  but  was  very  fhallow.  They 
there  found  two  of  the  natives  employed  in 
fifhing,  who  inftantly  fled.     Our  men  then 
landed,   and  faw  many  of  the  inhabitants, 
who  notwithftanding  their  holding  a  white 
O  2  ftandard, 
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ilandard,  fled  from  them  crying  aloud,  Illat, 
Alice  ilia  la  Mohammed  refidala,  which  is  tke 
-Mahometan  confeffion  of  faith.  After  they 
had  reimbarked,  they  obferved  the  natives 
peep  out  again  ;  but  could  find  no  opportunity 
of  treating  with  them  eitlier  by  friendihip  or 
force. 

On  the  17th  we  weighed,  and  two  days 
after  came  to  an  anchor  within  the  Cape 
Gfiardafu,  in  nine  fathoms  water.  On  the 
19th  in  the  morning,  I  fent  one  boat's  crew  in 
queft  of  a  fpring  of  frefh  water  on  the  fo.uth, 
and  another  to  coall  along  the  fhore  to  the 
north  weihvard  (which  extends  to  the  mouth 
cf  the  Red  Sea)  either  to  find  water,  or  to 
fpeak  to  fome  of  the  inhabitants  ;  and  at  the 
fame  time  I  fent  my  little  fkifl^  to  try  what  con- 
veniency  we  could  have  for  fifhing  ;  but  fhe 
foon  returned  without  fuccefs.  Thofe  fent  in 
quefl:  of  water  to  the  fouthward  informed  me, 
that  they  had  travelled  four  or  five  leagues 
into  the  country,  which  was  delart,  dry,  and 
iinfufrerably  hot.  The  other  boat's  crew  re- 
ported, that  having  failed  about  three  leagues, 
they  came  to  a  place  which  appeared  pretty 
green,  and  going  on  fliore  met  with  ten  or 
twelve  Negroes,  whom  they  alked'for  water, 
when  one  of  them  demanded  a  piece  of  cotton 
cloth  belonging  to  one  of  the  feamen,  as  3 
reward  for  the  difcovery,  and  having  obtained 
it,  fliewed  him  fome  ditches  and  wells. 

On  the  2  2d  about  noon  we  came  to  an 
anchor  about  four  leagues  from  Cape  Guardafu, 
over  a<rainft  fome  bufhes  and  o-reens  which 

,are 
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sre  not  common  upon  that  coaft,  and  having 
fent  30  men  on  fhore.  they  found  great  plenty 
of  water,  after  digging  only  a  foot  deep. 
This  water  was  at  firll  fweet,  but  after  we  had 
lilled  a  barrel  or  two  it  became  fait,  fo  that 
we  were  obliged  to  dig  in  above  70  places  in 
order  to  obtain  22  tons  of  frefh  water. 

Cape  Guardafu  lies  in  12°  north  latitude, 
the  needle  varying  17°  45'.  It  rifes  to  a  pre- 
cipice, and  is  the  highelt  land  upon  all  this 
coaft,  which  is  a  barren  defart  trail;  of  country, 
fo  fcorched  by  the  fun,  that  I  queftion  whether 
there  is  a  hotter  place  on  any  part  of  the 
globe. 

o  ^  ^ 

On  the  27th  v/e  weighed  anchor,  and  having 
failed  about  12  hours,  fell  in  with  great  tides 
running  out  of  the  Red  Sea,  and  a,  few  hours 
after  obferved  the  feavery  much  troubled,  and 
ftained  with  red  fpots,  which  fome  took  for 
flats ;  but  we  could  difcover  no  fuch  thing  by 
founding.  The  next  day  a  confultation  of  the 
pilots  being  called,  it  was  refolved,  that  we 
Ihould  run  feven  or  eight  days  backwards  and 
forwards  in  the  Red  Sea,  for  fear  the  wind  we 
then  had  fliouid  carry  us  too  foon  on  the  coaft 
of  Malabar. 

At  the  entrance  of  the  Red  Sea,  and  along 
the  coaft  of  the  Caffines  or  Cuardefines,  there  is 
a  prodigious  quantity  of  fifn,  efpecially  thorn- 
backs,  fome  of  which  are  as  long  as  a  boat, 
and  proportionably  thick ;  but  fome  of  our 
men  ftriking  at  them  with  a  grapple,  it  pierced 
their  Ikin  no  more  than  if  it  had  been  iron. 
This  part  of  the  coaft  of  Arabia  is  fandy,  and 
O'  3       ,  in 
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in  fome  places  low  ;  but  in  the  inland  parts 
there   are  very  high  mountains,   that  were 
covered  with  fogs  all  the  time  we  were  there. 

The  calm  obliging  me  to  ftay  in  the  mouth 
of  the  Red  Sea  till  the  loth  of  September,  I 
began  to  apprehend  our  being  too  late  to 
double  Cape  Comorin,  and  for  that  reafon  fiood 
north-eall,  till  we  fell  in  with  the  fouth-weft 
winds. 

On  the  26th  vvfe  came  in  fight  of  the  coall 
of  Malabar,  which  is  very  high  and  moun- 
tainous. Two  days  after,  feeing  a  fhip  two 
leagues  to  the  windward  of  us,  I  fent  M. 
Montenrier  with  23  men  in  the  long  boat,  or- 
dering them  not  to  board  the  fliip ;  but  to  com- 
mand the  Captain  to  fend  his  pilots  and  purfer 
on  board  us,  and  to  let  him  know,  that  1  de- 
figned  him  no  harm  ;  but  only  to  be  informed 
if  it  was  not  too  late  to  double  Cape  Comorin. 
Some  time  after  1  perceived  our  long  boat 
board  the  fliip,  and  after  that  a  boat  come  off 
and  make  towards  us.  As  we  were  all  this 
time  becalmed,  and  the  boat  advanced  but 
flovvly,  I  fent  our  fkiff  to  know  what  news 
they  brought,  which  I  was  in  pain  to  hear ; 
and  upon  its  return,  I  found  that  the  people 
in  the  boat  were  five  of  our  men,  three  of 
whom  were  dangeroufly  wounded,  and  thefe 
coming  on  board  gave  the  following  account. 
That  upon  their  approach  to  the  fliip,  which 
was  a  large  one,  M.  Monteurier  ordered  them 
to  lower  their  fails,  v/hich  they  not  obeying, 
he  fired  at  them  two  brafs  guns  and  a  volley 
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of  mufket  Ihot,  upon  which  they  ftruck,  and 
told  him  he  might  board  them  if  he  pleafed  ; 
upon  this  they  entered  the  quarter  deck,  ■ 
and  having  killed  all  the  men  abaft,  thought 
themfelves  entirely  mafters  of  the  fhip,  when 
fuddenly,  60  or  80  men  ftarted  up  in  the  fore- 
caftle,  and  with  hangers  and  fliields  in  their 
hands,  rufhed  upon  our  men,  and  obliged 
them  to  retire  to  the  boat,  but  that  was  fo 
belayed,  that  they  were  unable  to  difengage 
her,  by  which  means  moft  of  our  men  were 
killed  with  pick-axes,  arrows,  and  hand- 
granades,  which  were  thrown  into  the  boat, 
and  the  reft  being  forced  to  leap  into  the  fea, 
one  of  them  fwam  to  the  Arabs  boat,  and 
having  cut  the  cable,  faved  himfelf  and  the 
other  four  men,  without  flaying  for  the  reft, 
who  were  in  all  probability  drowned. 

The  next  morning  I  made  all  the  fail  I 
could  to  come  up  with  the  fhip,  and  having 
boarded  her,  found  only  1 5  poor  old  wretches 
with  white  beards  reaching  down  to  their 
girdles,  who  throwing  themfelves  at  my  feet, 
raifed  my  compaffion  rather  than  revenge,  and 
befides,  the  five  men  who  were  faved  unani- 
moufty  affured  me,  that  they  did  not  fee  them 
in  the  engagement,  Thefe  poor  men  told  me, 
that  the  fhip  having  carried  a  cargo  of  pepper 
to  Mecca,  was  upon  her  return  to  Panmna  near 
Calicut,  to  which  place  fhe  belonged.  They 
were  poor  people  coming  from  Mecca,  to  beg 
upon  that  coaft.  That  the  owners  of  the  fliip, 
who  were  80  in  number,  had  gone  off  the 
night  befqre  in  our  boat  with  all  the  gold  and 

filver, 
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filver,-  and  as  the  boat  was  already  overladen^ 
had  left  them  behind. 
.  ^  Upon  the  whole,  I  confidered  that  thefe 
poor  wretches  were  intirely  innocent,  and  that 
the  avarice  and  cruelty  of  our  men  occafioned 
their  death,  lince  the  Moors  had  ftruck,  and 
had  no  defign  of  injuring  them  till  our  people 
fell-  upon  them.  For  thefe  reafons  I  fpared 
the  old  men.  I  found  on  board  the  Ihip  a 
great  quantity  of  dates,  wine,  fait,  two  pun- 
cheons of  opium,  fome  hundred  v/eight  of 
coral,  cotton  cloth  of  fmall  value,  knives,  and 
xofe-water. 

On  the  2d  of  OBoher  we  were  off  Cape 
Comorin,  whence  we  Hood  fqr  Ticovj,  and  on 
the  I  ith  of  Novimber  came  in  fight  of  land  in 
1°  40'  north  latitude  ;  but  the  frequency  of 
the  calms,  and  the  licknefs  of  the  men  re- 
tarded us  »reatly ;  for  the  pinnace  had  not 
above  two  or  three  hands  fit  for  bufmefs ;  ia 
my  fhip  there  were  not  above  1 8  capable  of 
doing  duty,  and  befides  two  of  our  furgeons 
were  dead.  I  now  defcried  feveral  Ihips  of 
that  country  under  fail,  and  to  engage  them 
to  fleer  towards  us,  put  out  a  white  antient ; 
but  finding  that  this  had  no  effeft,  I  fent  my 
jliiff  to  fpeak  with  one  that  flood  between  us 
and  the  fhore,  where  flie  endeavoured  to  run 
aground  ;  but  the  IkiiT  coming  up  with  her, 
removed  the  apprehenfions  of  the  men,  and  I 
agreed  to  give  35  pieces  of  eight  for  a  pilot  to 
conduit  us  to  Ticovj.  They  belonged  to  Pria- 
T;mn,  a  town  about  eight  or  ten  leagues  to  the 
fouthward  of  Tico-vj,  which   they  told  our 

people 
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people  lay  beyond  fome  iflands  a  head  of  us. 
Having;  paflTed  thefe  iflands,  we  came  in  fight 
of  an  high  promontory  of  the  main  land, 
which  had  two  banks,  on  the  lall  of  which  we 
Ihould  certainly  have  run  foul,  if  one  of  our 
men  had  not  feen  it  from  the  main-top-mafi; ; 
for  we  could  not  fee  it  upon  deck,  and  our 
pilot  ha4  given  us  no  notice  of  it.  Having 
weathered  this  dangerous  place,  we  favv  ano- 
ther a  head  of  us,  upon  which  we  fleered  be- 
tween thefe  two,  founding  all  the  way,  and 
the  night  overtaking  us,  we  drop'd  anchor  be- 
tween them.  This  fliore  lies  off  a  place  called 
Pageman,  which  produces  a  great  deal  of  pep- 
per. There  is  here  a  large  creek,  at  the 
bottom  of  which  is  a  low  country  covered 
with  v.oods  :  but  we  could  perceive  in  the 
inland  parts  a  high  mountain  pointing  like  a 
pike.  Having  weathered  the  point  of  this 
creeJ<,  v/e  defcried  the  three  iflands  of  Ticovi, 
and  at  laft  having  fpent  two  months  upon  a 
voyage  that  is  commonly  performed  in  eight 
days,  landed  at  Ticovj  on  the  firfl:  December, 
having  loft  fince  the  2d  of  OScher  25  men,  and 
if  the  calm  had  continued  only  1 5  days  longer,  I 
believe  I  fliould  havelofl  rJI  the  men  in  myfliip. 

Having  caft  anchor,  we  fent  our  fkiff  afliore, 
which  brought  us  one  Pedro,  who  had  been 
interpreter  to  the  Englijh  fadiiory  in  that  place. 
From  this  interpreter  I  learned,  that  though 
the  country  produced  a  great  deal  of  pepper, 
we  fliould  not  be  allowed  to  buy  it  without  a 
licence  from  the  King  of  Achen,  who  was  fove- 
reign  of  all  that  coall.    He  alfo  informed  me, 

that 
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that  the  Hope  had  touched  upon  the  coaft  about 
ZD  leagues  off  in  the  latter  end  of  y'/fy,  and 
that  her  long  boat  was  fent  with  15  men  to 
this  place  to  take  in  frefn  provillons  :  that  a 
Dutch  Ihip  in  the  road  fired  upon  the  boat ; 
but  upon  complaint  being  made,  they  excufed 
themfelves  by  faying,  they  took  them  to  be 
Englijh.  That  the  15  men  having  met  with 
a  kind  reception,  and  taken  in  what  provifions 
they  wanted,  they  departed  in  fearch  of  the 
Hope ;  but  not  being  able  to  meet  v/ith  her, 
returned  to  this  plr.ce,  where  feven  of  them 
died  in  Odlober  :  Four  went  in  a  Dutch  fhip  for 
Achen ;  three  in  another  Dutch  fhip  for  Bantam, 
and  one  continued  in  the  country,  where  he 
earned  his  bread  by  gathering  of  pepper. 

I  was  much  concerned  at  hearing  that  Cap- 
tain GraHje  had  been  fo  inconfiderate  as  to 
fend  his  long  boat  fo  far  from  him,  efpecially 
on  my  being  informed  that  among  the  15  men 
he  had  loll,  there  were  two  principal  com- 
miffaries  and  a  pilot.  Upon  farther  enquiry, 
I  was  informed  that  the  Hope  had  caft  anchor 
at  a  lai-ge  ifland  about  20  leagues  to  the  well- 
ward  of  that  place.  That  ihe  had  not  fuf- 
fered  fhipwreck,  fince  the  velTels  of  that  coun- 
try which  go  to  and  fro,  had  never  difcovered 
any  wreck,  and  that  the  two  commiflaries  be- 
fore their  death  were  of  opinion,  that  the  fhip 
had  been  driven  from  her  anchors  by  llorm, 
and  not  being  able  to  make  her  former  flation, 
had  made  the  bell  of  her  way  to  Bantam,  ex- 
pefting  that  I,  according  to  my  promife,  would 
touch  at  this  place,  and  take  up  her  men. 

On 
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On  the  fecond  of  December,  being  allowed 
to  go  on  fliore,  I  carried  fome  prefents  along 
with  me,  without  which  one  muft  not  expe£l 
to  be  jnade  welcome  in  this  country.  Upon 
my  landing,  the  Governor  and  principal  officers 
gave  me  an  honourable  reception,  and  having 
told  them  niy  country  and  bufinefs,  they  let 
me  know,  that  I  was  at  liberty  to  buy  up 
what  provifions  I  wanted,  provided  I  paid  for 
them  in  rials  and  knives,  and  no  other  com- 
modity.   As  for  pepper,   and  other  things 
produced  in  the  country,  they  could  not  dif- 
pofe  of  them  without  a  licence  from  the  King  ; 
but  if  I  would  fail  to  Achcn,  and  obtain  his 
Majefty's  leave  to  ereft  a  faftory  there  among 
them,  they  (hould  be  glad  to  deal  with  us, 
I  then  desired  permifTion  to  hire  a  houfe  in 
the  city  for  the  accommodation  of  my  fick  men, 
and  to  remain  on  Ihore  to  buy  up  provifions  ; 
to  which  they  replied.  That  they  could  not 
anfwer  for  the  fafety  of  the  men  on  fl^iore,  on 
account  of  there  being  many  rogues  about  the 
town  ;  but  if  I  pleafed,  I  might  leave  two 
men  for  a  few  days  to  buy  up  provifions. 

However,  the  Governor  having  fent  me  a 
buiFalo  and  fome  fruit,  I  went  to  return  him 
thanks,  and  by  virtue  of  fome  prefents,  obr^ 
tained  his  permiffion  to  hire  a  houfe,  in  which 
I  lodged  4.3  fick  men,  with  three  furgeons,  3 
prieft,  and  three  men  to  attend  them.  In  the 
mean  while  I  had  feveral  prefents  fent  me  of 
fruit  and  young  kids,  particularly  from  the 
governor  of  Priaman,  who  earneflly  prefixed 
me  to  make  him  a  vifit.  Upon  which  I  re- 
turned 
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turned  him  my  thanks,  with  fome  prefents, 
and  promifed  to  wait  upon  him  the  firfl  op- 
portunity.. 

On  the  loth,  there  arrived  three  gallies  be- 
longing to  the  King  of  Jchen,  with  an  ele- 
phant and  300  men  in  each,  and  the  inhabitants 
of  Ticow  informed  me,  that  they  expefted  a 
farther  reinforcement  of  men  and  elephants, 
in  order  to  carry  on  a  war  againft  a  Prince  who 
had  revolted  from  the  Kinp  of  Achen.  When 
confidering  that  I  had  50  men  at  Ticow,  and 
50  at  an  ifland  with  the  water-cafks,  befides 
eight  or  ten  who  were  always  out  with  "the 
IkiiF,  fo  that  I  had  but  fev/  left  on  board, 
though  I  had  frequently  80  or  100  of  the 
natives  in  the  fhip,  fome  by  w^y  of  vifit,  and' 
others  to  fell  provifions  ;  I  ordered  the  hatches 
to  be  naikd  dov/n,  and  a  rail  to  be  run  be- 
tween the  main- mail:  and  fore-maft,  fortified 
by  two  great  padereroes  m.ounted  on  wheels, 
and  five  more  upon  the  bittacle.  I  alfo  caufed 
a  guard  to  be  placed  upon  the  deck,  and  two 
mufketeers,  with  as  many  halberdeers,  to  Hand 
at  a  door  in  the  rail,  which  I  never  fuffered 
to  be  opened,  but  when  I  received  a  vifu  in 
my  cabbin. 

On  the  13th  I  went  alhoj-e,  and  finding  my 
men  recovering  flowiy,  waited  upon  the  Go- 
vernor, to  afk  leave  for  them  to  fliay  15  days 
longer,  which  he  readily  granted ;  but  he 
intreated  m.e  to  go.  to  Achcn  to  obtain  a  licence 
from  that  King,  for  ,ere6ling  a  French  faftory 
ther^.  He  alfo  advifed  me  not  be  to  jealous  of 
the  inhabitants,  or  to   fear  any  injury  from 
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them,  which  it  feems  I  did,  finee  I  had  made 
a  fortification  in  my  fliip,  and  mounted  more 
guns  than  before.  To  which  I  replied,  That 
my  coming  fo  carelefly  on  fhore,  and  leaving 
50  fick  perfons  in  their  hands,  was  a  fafiicient 
proof  the  confidence  I  put  in  the  natives. 
That  the  defign  of  the  barrier  in  my  lliip, 
was  only  to  keep  thofe  I  did  not  know,  from 
running  into  my  cabbin,  that  I  might  be  able 
to  put  fame  diftinftion  between  an  Orankay  or 
nobleman,  and  a  fiiherman,  and  that  I"  had  not 
mounted  fo  many  pieces  of  cannon,  if  I  had 
not  heard  that  two  Dutch  (hips  were  expefted, 
of  whom  I  had  reafon  to  be  jealous.  Upon 
this  he  told  me,  that  I  had  much  more  reafon 
to  miftruft  the  Dutch  than  them;  however, 
that  if  I  pleafed,  he  would  forbid  the  natives 
going  on  board  ;  but  I  affured  him  they  fhould 
be  always  welcome,  and  that  I  did  not  at  all 
miftruft  them. 

Ticovj  lies  in  20°  fouth  latitude.  The  in- 
land country  is  very  high ;  but  towards  the 
fhore  it  is  low,  covered  with  woods,  and 
watered  with  fevei'al  fmall  rivers,  which  render 
it  marlhy.  It  is  chequered  with  feveral  plea- 
fant  meadows,  well  ftored  with  buffaloes  and 
oxen,  that  may  be  purchafed  for  four  or  five 
rials  apiece.  It  affords  plenty  of  rice,  poultry, 
ducks,  and  feveral  forts  of  fruit,  as  durions, 
ananas,  oranges,  citrons,  pomegranates,  water 
melons,  mangoes,  cucum.bers,  and  potatoes. 
The  riches  of  the  country  confift  in  pepper, 
v/hich  it  produces  in  great  plenty,  and  is  much 
more  e;l;-;:r)  -d  ih.in  that  of  B^mta.n,  The 
\'JJ  I.  1^  cky 
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city  of  Ticonv  lies  about  haif  a  league  from  the 
fea  fide,  oppofite  to  a  little  ifland  where  the 
ftiips  ride  :  it  is  but  a  mean  place,  for  the 
city  and  fuburbs  together  do  not, contain  800 
houfcs,  which  are  built  with  reeds,  and  are 
neither  ftrong  nor  convenient.  The  country 
ho\vever  is  very  populous,  efpecially  at  the 
foot  of  the  mountains,  where  the  pepper 
grows. 

The  King  of  jTzVow  is  fubjeft  to  the  King 
of  Achen,  who  appoints  a  new  Governor  every 
three  years,  and  without  him,  the  King  of 
Ikonxj  can  do  nothing  of  importance,  whence 
foreigners  have  more  bufineis  with  the  Gover- 
nor than  with  the  King,  and  the  very  na- 
tives pay  him  more  relpe^t.  The  inhabitants 
of  the  city  are  Malayans  and  tlieir's  is  the 
only  language  fpoken  all  along  that  coali. 
Howevei,  the  inland  parts  are  poffefied  by 'the 
natives,  who  difov/n  the  King  of  Achen^s  au- 
thority, have  a  peculiar  language,  and  King 
of  their  own.  Thefe  are  idolaters ;  they  have 
rich  gold  mines,  v/hich  they  do  not  know  how 
to  manage  ;  for  they  only  gather  the  gold  out 
of  fome  fmall  lhallow  ditches,  and  out  of  the 
trenches  made  by  the  floods.  This  gold  they 
exchange  with  the  Dutch,  or  the  inhabitants 
near  the  coaft,  for  pepper,  fait,  iron,  cotton, 
red  cloth,  and  Surat  pearls,  on  which  they  fet 
a  high  value  ;  bat  am.ong  the  Malayans,  gold 
is  as  dear  as  in  Europe,  and  at  Achen  it  is  ftill 
dearer. 

The  Malayans  are  of  an  olive  complexion, 
and  being  Mahometans,   their  v/omea  are  al! 

kept 
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kept  up,  and  not  fuiFered  to  appear  in  the 
ftreets ;  but  the  people  are  io  diflioneft,  that 
in  the  night  time  a  man  cannot  fleep  in  fafety. 
From  July  to  October  the  air  is  very  unhealthy, 
and  the  people  are  fubjeft  to  fevers,  which 
leldom  admit  of  a  cure  ;  fo  that  if  it  were  not 
for  their  pepper,  no  body  would  venture  to 
come  near  them.  They  gather  their  pepper 
chiefly  in  December,  January  and.  February.  No 
trade  can  be  carried  on  at  this  place  without  a 
licence  from  the  King  of  Achen ;  but  if  you 
have  that,  neither  the  King  nor  the  Governor 
of  Ticowo  can  difturb  you.  For  want  of  it,  I 
could  neither  fell  any  commodities,  nor  buy' 
any  pepper,  except  about  8000  pounds  weight 
that  was  brought  me  by  night  from  Priaman^ 
at  a  reafonable  price. 

The  commodities  of  Surat  go  off  very  well, 
as  do  alfo  thofe  of  Mafulipatan  ;  rials  are  cur- 
rent enough  ;  but  the  mortey  of  Achen  does 
not  pafs  ;  It  confifts  of  fmall  pieces  of  gold 
fi-om  the  mine,  which  the  people  weigh  with 
fcaies ;  they  fell  their  pepper  by  bahars,  a 
weight  containing  1 15  pounds  averdupois,  and 
the  King  of  Achen  has  1 5  per  cent,  of  all  that 
is  fold ;  that  is,  feven  and  a  half  for  the  ex- 
port of  the  pepper,  and  feven  and  a  half  for 
the  import  of  the  rials,  or  commodities  given: 
in  exchange  for  it.  Befides  the  above-mentioned 
impoft,  for  every  hundred  bahers,  25  rials  are 
paid  to  the  King  of  Ticovj,  and  an  inconfider- 
able  allowance  to  ten  or  twelve  perfons  more. 
It  is  particularly  neceffary  to  obtain  thefriend- 
fliip  of  the  Governor,  and  to  have  a  v/atchful 
P  2  eye 
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eye  over  all  the  Malayans,  who  are  apt  t(*  wet 
the  pepper,  or  to  mix  among  it  fand  and  little 
ftones. 


CHAP.  IV. 

7he  Author  fails  along  the  Coafl  of  this  Ifland  to 
Achen.  He  obtains  an  Audience  of  the  King. 
A  particular  Account  of  the  fate  of  the  Country  ; 
the  CharaSler  of  the  Ki?'.g  and  his  SubjeSs. 
The  Difficulties  the  Author  met  ivith  there  in 
furchafing  Pepper,  and  his  Proceedings  till  h6 
fails  for  Queda. 

ON  the  firft  of  January  1621,  having 
brought  our  fick  on  board  who  were 
pretty  well  recovered,  I  weighed  anchor,  and 
fleered  for  yfc,^'^/.  On""  the  14th  we  were  olF 
Barros,  one  of  the  moft  confiderable  places  on 
that  coaft  belonging  to  the  King  of  Achen^ 
where  no  perfon  can  trade  without  the  King's 
permiffion.  This  pl?ce  is  half  way  between 
Ticovj  and  Achen,  and  affords  plenty  of  Benja- 
?nin,  which  ferves  the  natives  infvcad  of  money. 
The  country  is  pleafant,  abounding  in  feveral 
Jorts  of  wines  and  fruit,  bat  bears  no  pep- 
per. It  hov/ever  affords  plenty  of  camphire. 
Rials  will  fcarcely  pafs  there ;  but  the  Surat^ 
or  coafi:  commodities,  go  oit  very  well.  Both 
the  inhabitants  of  the  coaft,  and  the  Dutch  and 
Engli/h,  buy  up  their  camphire  in  order  to  carry 
it  to  Su7-at  and  the  Streights  of  Sunda. 
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On  'die  13th  of  February  we  came  to  an 
anchor  juft  by  an  Englijh  Ihip  of  600  tons, 
and  immediately  a  boat  came  off  from  fhore 
with  feveral  of  the  King's  officers,  carrying  a 
chappe,  a  dagger  with  a  gold  handle  and  fcab- 
bard,  which  as  it  belongs  to  the  King,  is  to 
ihew  that  the  perfon  who  bears  it  has  his  com- 
miffion.    After  a  profound  lilence,  he  who 
carried  the  chappe  welcomed  me  ia  the  King's 
name,  and  ordered  me  to  come  immediately 
on  fhore.    I  accordingly  got  ready  ;  but  before 
I  could  come  oiF  was  obliged  to  pay  the  officer's 
dues ;  thefe  amounted  to  above  80  rials,  befides 
a  great  looking-glafs  for  the  Eunuch,  another 
for  one  of  his  friends,  and  fome  fmall  ones  for 
fiis  principal  officers.    This  done,  1  went  on 
fiiore,  where  the  Captain  of  the  Englijh  fhip 
invited  me  very  kindly  to  dinner,  and  to  lodge 
at  his  houfe  ;  and  having  accepted  his  invita- 
tion to  dinner,  I  was  very  handforaely  enter- 
tained. The  Englijh  Captain  complained  heavily 
of  the  King,  that  he  would  not  let  him  have 
his  pepper  under  54  rials  the  bahar,  though 
50  rials  was  as  much  as  it  was  worth.  Finding 
that  I  could  not  fpeak  with  the  King  that  day, 
and  that  he  had  fent  his  chappe  twice  for  an 
emerald  I  wore  on  my  linger,  asd  would  not 
be  fatisiied  with  my  promife  of  bringing  it  the 
next  day,  I  returned  on  board. 

On  the  7th  of* February,  I  prepared  the 
prefent  Idefigned  for  the  King  of  Achen,  and  re- 
foiving  to  oblige  him  as  much  as  poffible,  took  a 
letter  which  I  had  drawn  up, and  having  addreffed 
P  3  is^ 
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Xt  7o  the  moji  Illujirious  King  of  Achen,  feaii 
ed  it  with  red  wax,  with  the  impreffion  of 
the  arms  of  Fr/z?ice.  That  my  prefent  might 
not  be  unworthy  of  the  Prince  in  whole  name 
I  defigned  to  prefent  it,  I  fet  apart  the  follow- 
ing particulars.  The  complete  armour  of  ESi 
horfeman  engraved  and  gilt ;  a  German  hanger^ 
tvith  a  carved  and  gilt  hilt,  to  which  hung  a 
piftol ;  fix  mulkets,  the  barrels  of  which  were 
partly  engraved  and  partly  gilt,  the  butt-ends 
enriched  with  mother  of  pearl ;  two  heads  of 
pikes  enamelled  and  gilt ;  a  very  large  looking- 
glafs,  which  was  broken  ;  but  I  pretended  to 
have  received  it  intire,  and  that  I  durll  not 
negle£l  delivering  it,  having  received  the  King's 
orders  for  that  purpofe ;  two  large  flafks  of 
excellent  rofe- water,  and  two  pieces  of  crimfon 
camblet  watered. 

The  Captain  of  the  Surat  velTel  came  to  lee 
it,  and  told  me,  that  a  prefent  of  fuch  magni- 
ficence was  more  fit  for  his  Mailer  the  Great 
Mogul,  than  for  the  King  of  Achen.  The 
King's  Officers  alfo  came  to  my  houfe  to  take 
an  inventory  of  the  prefent  I  defigned  to  make  ; 
but  let  me  know,  that  they  thought  it  not 
confiderable  enough  for  their  Prince,  who  was 
a  great  Sovereign,  and  had  but  few  equals  in 
the  Indies.  T  replied,  that  I  was  acquainted 
with  the  grandeur  of  the  King  of  Achen,  and 
at  the  fame  time  knew  the  value  of  the  prefent, 
which  did  not  come  from  a  private  man,  hut 
from  a  powerful  prince,  and  merited  a  recep- 
tion from  any  Prince  whatever. 


Os 
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On  the  8th,  I  was  conduced  to  an  audience 
of  the  King  by  the  Sabandar  and  four  of  the 
principal  Orankays,  in  the  following  manner. 
Upon  a  great  elephant  fat  one  of  the  prin- 
cipal Orankays  in  a  covered  pulpit,  who  fent 
me  a  large  filver  difh  covered  with  a  cloth  em- 
broidered with  gold  and  filk  of  feveral  co- 
lours, in  which  I  put  the  letter,  and  then  re- 
turned it  to  him.  By  his  command  one  of  the 
Orankays,  the  Sabandar,  another  perfon  and 
I,  rode  upon  another  elephant.  The  pro- 
cefiion  began  with  fix  trumpets,  fix  drums,  and 
lix  hautboys,  which  founded  till  we  arrived  at 
the  caftle.  Then  followed  14  or  15  men,  each 
carrying  a  piece  of  my  prefent  covered  with 
yellow  cloth,  without  which  nothing  could  be 
prefented  to  the  King.  Then  followed  two 
Orankays  riding  upon  Arabian  horfes,  before 
the  elephant  that  carried  the  letter,  and  then 
came  the  elephant  on  which  I  was  placed,  fol- 
lowed by  three  Sabandars,  and  all  the  officers 
of  the  Albandeque  on  foot.  On  our  arrival  at 
the  caftle  we  alighted,  and  when  we  had  en- 
tered the  outer  gate  all  the  men  were  obliged 
to  retire.  We  then  palTed  VfiQ  other  gates, 
and  I  was  ordered  to  pull  off  my  (hoes,  with- 
out which  ceremony  I  could  not  have  audience 
of  the  King.  Some  time  after  the  royal  chappe 
was  brought,  and  being  put  into  my  hands,  I 
raifed  it  above  my  head,  and  redelivered  it  to 
him  who  brought  it.  I  was  then  ordered  to 
follow  it,  being  only  accompanied  by  a  Sa- 
bandar, and  an  Orankay. 

We 
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V/e  waited  fome  time  at  the  King's  chamber 
door,  which  was  covered  with  plates  of  filver  ; 
and  at  laft  an  Eunuch  came  out,  and  told  the 
Sabandar,  That  though  the  King  was  more  in- 
difpofed  than  ufual,  yet  as  I  was  fo  near,  he 
would  bring  me  in.    Upon  which, I  was  led 
into  the  chamber  by  two  men,  each  of  them 
taking  me  by  the  hand,  and  fet  upon  a  Turky 
carpet  with  my  legs  acrofs,  according  to  the 
cuftom  of  the  country  :  when  the  two  men  re- 
tiring, I  faluted  the  King  in  the  ufual  form, 
that  is  by  joining  my  hands,  and  lifting  them 
,up  to  my  forehead,  at  the  fame  time  bowing 
my  head.    The  cuflom  does  not  oblige  one  to 
take  off  one's  hat;  but  I  being  unufed  to  ap- 
pear before  perfons  of  his  quality  with  my  hat 
on,  chofe  to  put  it  off.    The  King  fat  upon  a 
place  about  two  feet  higher  than  me,  and  in- 
formed me  by  the  Sabandar,  that  he  was  in- 
finitely obliged  to  the  King  of  France  for  the 
prefent  he  had  fent  him,   which  was  more 
valuable  to  him,  than  ten  bahars  of  gold.  He 
then  opened  the  letter,  and  gave  it  me  to  in- 
terpret to  the  Sabandar,  who  underfcood  a  little 
Portuguefe.  But  his  knowledge  of  that  language, 
was  fo  very  impei'feft,  and  the  ftyle  of  the 
letter  fo  different  from  that  ufed  among  them, 
that  I  could  not  make  him  underftand  it,  for 
the  very  firfl:  words,  MmJI  lllujirious,  put  him  to 
a  fland.    Upon  which  I  turned  it  to  Dearejl 
Brother,  with  which  the  King  was  much  pleafed, 
faying,  that  he  knew  the  Chriflian  Princes  ufed 
to  uflier  in  their  letters  by  fuch  expreffions. 
At  length  finding  that  I  could  not  make  the 
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Sabandar  underftaiid  every  word,  I  repeated 
the  fubilance  of  the  letter  in  fliort,  that  his 
Mofl:  Chriftian  Majefty  defired  his  Mightinefs 
£0  grant  me  a  free  and  undifturbed  traffick  in.' 
Iiis  territories,  and  in  like  manner  promifed  to 
protefl  his  High  Mightinefs's  fubjeds,  if  any 
of  them  ihould  happen  to  come  into  his  king- 
dom. That  ire  delired  nothing  more  thaa 
that  a  commerce  between  his  fubjedls  and  thofe 
of  Achen  ^houid  bring  him  to  the  knowledge 
of  fo  great  a  Prince,  and  that  he  had  fent  him 
a  prefent  of  arms,  in  the  making  of  which  his 
fubjefts  excelled. 

This  done,  the  King  informed  me  by  the 
Sabandar,  that  I  was  both  welcome  and  fafe  in 
liis  territories  :  that  as  to  traie,  the  Englijh 
and  Dutch  had  ufed  to  have  pepper  in  his  king- 
dom at  an  eafy  rate ;  but  as  they  had  fhewed 
fuch  ingratitude,  as  to  make  war  upon  the 
King  of  BantMii,  who  had  condefcended  to 
give  them  a  kind  reception,  he  had  caufed  all 
the  pepper  plants  to  be  cut  down,  for  fear  they 
&ould  prove  the  occafion  of  trouble  to  him, 
by  which  means  the  price  of  pepper  was  raifed 
to  64  rials  the  bahar,  and  that  even  at  that 
price,  he  did  not  much  care  to  let  them  have 
it,  as  he  knew  they  would  do  any  thing  in 
order  to  ingrofs  the  trade  of  the  Indies  to  them- 
fclves. 

I  replied,  that  the  infolence  of  the  Butch  in 
oiFering  to  dethrone  Kings  who  had  flrewn 
them  civilities,  would  be  a  furpriling  piece  of 
nev/sin  France:  that  I  was  ftruck  v/ith  amafe- 
ment  to  find  a  people  who  pretended  to  no- 
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thing  but  carrying  on  a  fair  trade,  and  whom 
the  King  of  France  had  long  protefted  againft 
the  Spaniards,  fliould  on  this  fide  of  the  world 
flight  us,  and  ufe  all  means  to  do  us  an  injury, 
and  that  as  I  had  no  commiffion  to  ufe  any 
manner  of  violence,  or  to  fortify  any  place  j 
but  only  to  buy  and  fell  in  a  fairway,  I  ought 
not  be  ranked  with  a  nation  whofe  very  con- 
verfation  I  avoided. 

Upon  this  the  King  ordered  fonie  fallad  to 
be  given  me  in  a  large  gold  veflel,  and  alfo  a 
fuit  of  his  own  cloaths  that  were  brought  in  a 
filver  difh,  and  which  he  ordered  me  to  put  on. 
Having  retired  to  the  next  chamber,  and  put 
on  thefe  cloaths  above  my  own,  I  returned  to 
his  Majefty,  who  told  me  the  arms  my  mailer 
had  fent  him,  would  be  very  ferviceable  to 
him  in  the  fiege  of  Malacca,  which  he  had  ia 
his  view,  and  afked  me  if  I  would  accompany 
him  thither.  To  this  I  replied,  that  I  Ihould 
place  my  fupreme  happinefs  in  doing  him  any 
fervice.  He  then  put  feveral  queftions  to  me 
about  the  age  and  the  power  of  the  King  my 
mailer,  and  on  my  telling  him  that  he  was  in 
peace  with  all  the  world,  and  in  particular 
Vvith  the  Grand  Seignior,  he  faid  he  would 
enter  into  a  ftridl  alliance  with  the  King  of 
France.  This  done,  I  was  mounted  upon  an. 
elephant,  and  condudled  home. 

On  the  I  ith,  being  called  to  fpeak  with  the 
King,  he  fhewed  me  two  pike  heads  I  had 
prefented  him  with,  and  which  above  the 
carved  work ,  were  at  firft  covere4  with 
enamel  ;  but  the  King  having  given  them 

to 
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to  one  of  his  own  goldfmiths  to  be  carved 
and  gilt,  the  paint  went  off  as  foon  as  the 
goldfmith  put  them  in  the  fire.  The  King 
therefore  wanted  to  know,  if  I  could  think  of 
any  body  who  was  capable  of  reftoring  them, 
to  the  fame  condition  they  were  in  before.  I 
told  him  I  knew  of  none,  upon  which  he 
cruelly  ordered  that  the  poor  fellow  who  had 
put  them  into  the  fire,  fliould  have  his  hands 
cut  off. 

The  King  then  told  me,  that  he  heard  I  had 
a  goldfmith  on  board,  and  defired  me  to  order 
him  to  enamel  a  large  gold  ring  of  his,  that 
iieighed  above  an  ounce,  which  he  delivered 
to  me. 

This  Prince  was  very  curious  in  all  lapidary 
and  goldfmith's  works,  for  he  had  above  300 
goldfmiths  that  were  daily  employed  in  work- 
ing for  him.  ;  and  he  fhewed  me  a  great  number 
of  ilones,  both  fet  and  uufet,  which  were  for 
the  moft  part  bored  at  the  ends ;  feveral  neck- 
laces and  chains  of  large  emeralds ;  garments 
embroidered  with  jewels  ;  large  veffels  of  gold, 
covered  with  jewels,  many  fwords,  hangers 
and  daggers,  with  both  the  hilts  and  fcabbards 
fet  v/ich  precious  ftones;  and  avail  number  of 
gold  clafps  to  put  upon  his  robes ;  and  he  let 
me  know  that  fix  days  would  not  be  fufficient 
for  taking  a  view  of  all  his  jewels  and  precious 
ftones.  Whether  he  told  me  this  out  of  often-r 
tatlon  or  not,  I  cannot  determine ;  but  the 
greateft  part  of  what  I  faw  were  rather  ftones 
of  Ihew  than  value,  though  he  Ihewed  me 
fame  that  \vere  very  rich,  particularly  three 

diamonds 
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diamonds  that  might  weigh  from  15  to  20 
carats  each  ;  two  very  large  rubies,  and  asi 
emerald  he  got  in  the  conqueU:  of  P^-^?,  which 
was  one  of  the  moft  beautiful  Hones  I  ever  faw. 
On  iiiay  leaving  the  King  I  fet  the  goldfciith 
to  work,  and  was  forry  I  had  one  on  board,, 
being  afraid  that  if  the  King  liked  his  per- 
formance, he  would  delay  us  on  his  account. 

On  the  19th  the  King  fent  a  Sabandar  to 
invite  me  to  dinner.  When  I  came,  I  found 
his  Majefty  in  a  fquare  hall,  the  floor  of  which 
was  covered  with  a  THrkey  carpet,  upon  which- 
he  made  me  fit  down,  and  after  fome  faliad 
was  given  me,  in  a  large  gold  dilh,  the  cover 
of  which  was  all  over  fet  with  emeralds,  he 
alked  me  fome  queftions  about  the  grandeur 
and  power  of  the  Chriftian  Princes.  There 
then  came  in  about  30  women,  each  carrying 
a  large  filver  dilh,  which  they  fet  on  the  carpet, 
each  dilh  beino-  covered  with  a  cloth  of  gold 
and  fdic,  with  jewels  trailing  upon  the  ground.- 
Thefe  women  having  Hood  for  fome  time,  the 
King  ordered  dinner  to  be  fet  before  me,  upon 
which  they,  uncovered  the  diflies,  each  of  them 
as  big  as  a  large  bafon,  and  together  Vv'itk 
the  lid  about  two  feet  and  a  half  deep : 
out  of  each  of  thefe  dilhes  tliey  drew  fix  gold 
plates  filled  with  meat,  paftry,  and  dried  fvveet 
meats,  fo  that  in  lefs  than  a  minute  I  was  fur- 
rounded  with  gold  difhes, '  fome  containing 
water,  others  fauces,  and  one,  which  was  very' 
large,  was  full  of  rice;  among  the  reii  were 
two  dilhes  of  temback,  v^hich  they  efleem 
Diore  than  gold.    It  is  inade  of  rlce^  and  the 
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King  ordering  me  T:o  eat  of  it,  I  found  it 
very  good,  for  its  taile  refembles  our  marck- 
pane.  Afterwards  an  Eunuch,  by  the  King's 
order,  brought  me  fome  drink  in  a  gold  cup 
fet  in  a  lage  gold  baibn,  upon  which  I  drank 
to  his  Majefly's  better  health,  and  thought  to 
have  toffed  off  the  whole  ;  but  the  liquor  was 
fo  very  fcrong  and  fiery,  that  I  found  it  im- 
poffible  ;  when  the  King  told  me,  that  as  I 
had  drank  to  his  health  I  fhould  drink  it  all, 
and  that  if  he  v/ere  to  drink  the  King  of 
France's  health,  he  would  not  leave  a  drop  of 
it ;  but  at  my  defire  it  was  exchanged  to  a  weaker 
fort.  I  was  very  much  preffed  to  eat  and 
drink;  but  being  at  laft  tiiid  with  fitting 
crofs  legged,  I  defired  the  Sabandar,  to  prefs 
me  to  eat  no  more.  Upon  v/hich  the  King 
ordered  all  the  diOies  x.o  be  removed,  and  bid 
me  once  more  drink  his  health  ;  this  being 
done,  they  brought  a  very  fine  carpet,  the 
ground  of  which  was  gold,  and  this  was  fpread 
on  the  floor  between  the  King  and  me. 

Then  came  15  or  20  women,  v/ho  ranged 
themfelves  by  the  fide  of  the  wall,  and  each 
of  them  having  a  little  drum,  fung  the  King's 
conque'lls,  making  their  voices  anfwer  their 
drums.  There  afterv/ards  came  in  at  a  fmall 
door  two  little  girls  very  oddly  drefied ;  but: 
very  handfome,  and  fairer  than  any  I  ever  faw 
ill  lb  hot  a  country.  Upon  their  heads  they 
Vv  ore  a  kind  of  hat  made  of  gold  fpangles, 
vi'hich  glittered  extremely,  together  v.'ith  a 
fort  of  plun>e  about  a  foot  and  a  half  high 
rn:ide  of  th6  fame  fpangles.    This  hat  was 
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placed  on  the  fide  of  the  head.  They  had 
larg^e  pendents  hanging  at  their  ears,  formed 
of  gold  Ipangles,  that  reached  to  their  fhoulders. 
Their  necks  were  covered  with  gold  necklaces, 
and  over  their  fhoulders  was  a  kind  of  jacket  of 
cloth  of  gold  curioufly  wrought,  under  which  was 
a  waiftcoat  of  cloth  of  gold  mixed  with  red  filk. 
They  had  a  broad  girdle  made  of  gold  fpangles, 
from  which  hung  behind  a  piece  of  cloth  of  gold, 
and  under  it  they  had  breeches  made  of  the  fame 
fluff,  that  reached  no  lower  than  the  knees, 
where  hung  feveral  gold  bells.  Their  arms 
and  legs  were  naked  ;  but  from  the  wrift  to 
the  elbow,  and  from  the  ankle  to  the  calf  of  the 
leg,  they  were  adorned  with  gold  bracelets  fet 
with  jewels.  Each  of  them  had  a  fword  at 
her  girdle,  the  hilts  and  fcabbards  of  which 
were  covered  with  jewels,  and  in  her  hand  a 
larg-e  gold  fan,  with  feveral  bells  about  it. 

Thefe  young  beauties,  thus  adorned,  ad- 
vanced upon  the  carpet  with  great  gravity,  and 
falling  upon  their  knees  before  the  king,  paid 
him  their  refpeits,  by  joining  their  hands  and 
lifting  them  up  above  their  heads ;  they  then  be- 
gan to  dance  with  one  knee  upon  the  ground, 
making  feveral  motions  with  their  body  and 
arms,  after  which  they  danced  upright  with  great 
agility,  fometimes  putting  their  hands  to  their 
fwords,  at  others,  making  as  if  they  Ihot  with  a 
bow,  and  at  others  again  afting  as  if  they  had  a 
Ihield  and  hanger  in  their  hands.  They  danced 
with  a  very  good  grace,  and  I  am  perfuaded 
that  had  a  French  dancing  mafter  feen  them, 
fce  would  have  owned  that  their  performance 

did 
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his  particular  afFeftion  to  me,  would  let  me 
have  his  pepper  at  48  rials  the  bahar  ;  though 
private  perfons  would  have  fold  it,  if  they 
dared,  for  32  rials  ;  and  on  my  begging  to 
be  allowed  to  take  in  my  lading  at  Ticoiv,  had 
the  affurance  to  propofe  my  giving  him  4000 
rials,  and  making  the  King  a  prefent  of  20,000, 
for  a  licence  to  fettle  a  fafiory  at  Ticowj  for  two 
years. 

Some  time  after  the  Sabandar  and  an  Eunuch 
came  to  let  me  know,  that  the  King  wanted 
to  fpeak  with  me.  In  obedience  to  his  com- 
mands I  went,  and  found  him  much  out  of 
humour,  and  giving  orders  for  tormenting  five 
or  fix  women  ;  and  to  my  great  mortification, 
I  was  obliged  to  ftay  while  thefe  poor  crea- 
tures were  tortured  with  the  utmoft  cruelty, 
for  three  hours  in  his  prefence,  his  wrath  in- 
creafing  in  proportion  to  their  torments ;  but 
at  laft,  an  end  was  put  to  their  tortures,  he 
ordering  their  hands  and  legs  to  be  cut  off,  and 
their  bodies  to  be  thrown  into  the  river.  The 
occafion  of  this  inhuman  execution  was  as 
follows : 

On  the  preceding  night,  Vv'hen  there  were 
five  or  fix  of  .his  women  in  a  room  adjoining 
to  his,  one  of  them  gave  a  hideous  flirieJ:,  up- 
on which  the  King  inquiring  what  was  the 
matter,  was  at  firft  told  by  them  all,  that  there 
was  nothing  in  it,  but^after  many  threats,  fr.e 
that  had  cried  out  confelfed,  that  fomeliody 
came  in  the  night,  and  pricked  her  in  the  thigh 
with  a  dagger,  through  the  reeds  upon  wliich 
file  lay,  and  that  her  crying  out  awaked  the 
0^3  reiij 
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reft  ;  but  the  others  did  not  agree  in  their  an- 
fwers,  fome  faying  that  they  heard  a  noife,  and 
others  that  they  heard  nothing.  However,  the 
dagger  was  found,  but  nobody  would  own  it. 
After  all,  the  King  having  afked  them  who  it 
was  that  came  with  the  dagger,  and  why  they 
did  not  tell  him  the  truth  at  firlc,  and  being 
unable  to  obtain  an  anfwer,  fufpefted  there  was 
a  defign  againft  his  life,  carried  on  by  his 
own  mother,  who,  he  imagined,  had  alarmed 
thefe  women,  that  their  outcry  might  induce 
him  to  come  out  of  his  chamber,  which  would 
liave  afforded  a  favourable  opportunity  to  the 
afiaffins.  He  therefore  thought  of  e.xtortino:  a 
true  confeffion  of  the  affair,  by  putting  all  the 
women  to  the  torture  ;  but  their  reiolution, 
courage  and  conltancy,  were  invincible ;  for 
notwithftanding  the  King's  frequent  offers  of 
pardon,  in,  cafe  they  would  difcover  the  plot,, 
and  the  repeated  intreaties,  both  of  the  Cady 
of  Acben,  and  the  whole  court,  who  begged 
of  them  to  be  kind  to  themfelves,  they  did  not 
jhrink  or  relent.  One  of  them,  being  very  old, 
and  fwooning  away  from  time  to  time,  the  King 
took  compaflion  on  her,  and  ordered  her  to  be 
put  to  death,  upon  which  fhe  affumed  a  gay 
countenance,  and  thanked  his  Majefty  for  his 
mercy,  wifhing  that  he  might  be  rewarded  for 
this  favour,  with  a  long  and  happy  life  of  looo 
years.  In  a  word,  all  of  them  continued  un- 
daunted to  the  laft  gafp,  and  even  after  their 
hands  and  legs  were  cut  off,  one  of  them  had 
the  courage  to  fay,  that  fcr  the  fpace  of  ten 
years,  they  had  longed  for  this  happy  hour. 
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that  delivered  them  from  the  drugery  of  the 
caftle.  When  the  execution  was  over,  the 
King  afked  me  vi^hat  I  thought  of  it ;  but  tho' 
the  fpeftacle  v/as  very  mortifying  to  me,  yeC 
I  diffembled,  and  anfwered,  that  without  the 
execution  of  juftice  no  kingdom  could  fubfift. 

The  King  then  told  me  in  a  long  difcourfe, 
that  if  the  laft  night's  affair  had  been  paffed 
over  with  impunity  his  very  life  had  been  in 
danger :  that  his  Orankays  were  foolilh  and 
unthinking  men  who  charged  him  with  cruelty, 
without  confidering  that  it  was  their  wickednefs 
that  drew  upon  them  the  anger  of  God,  who 
made  ufeof  himas.aninftrument  to  punifh  them* 
That  they  had  no  occafion  to  complain  of  him 
who  fuffered  them  to  poffefs  their  wives,  their 
children,  Haves,  and  competent  eftates ;  who 
maintained  their  religion,  and  preferved  them 
from  the  captivity  of  neighbouring  Kings^ 
and  the  robberies  of  flrangers  :  that  in  former 
times  Achen  was  a  neft  of  murderers  and  rob- 
bers, in  which  the  weaker  were  oppreffed  by 
the  ftronger,  and  no  man  was  fafe,  all  of  them 
being  obliged  to  keep  off  the  robbers,  with 
arms  by  day,  and  to  barricado  themfelves  in 
their  houfes  by  night ;  whereas  at  prefent  they 
had  no  occalion  either  for  arms  in  the  day,  or 
doors  to  their  houfes  at  night.  That  his  nobles 
hated  him  becaufe  he  fupprefled  extortion, 
maffacres,  and  robberies ;  that  they  longed  to 
fet  up  Kings  at  pleafure,  and  murder  them 
when  difobliged  :  that  his  mother  was  in  the 
fame  interefi,  and  vvanted  to  make  away  with 

him, 
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him,  in  order  to  prefer  another  who  had  coun- 
tenanced their  infolence. 

This  fpeech  he  uttered  v^ith  fuch  vehemence 
and  pafiion  in  his  looks,  that  all  his  courtiers 
threw  themfelves  upon  the  ground  imploring 
his  mercy,  and  even  the  Cady,  a  man  above 
80  years  of  age,  for  whom  every  body  had 
the  higheft  veneration,  and  who  could  boafl:  of 
the  nobkft  delcent  in  Achen,  followed  their 
example.  In  fine,  though  this  cruel  Prince 
could  obtain  no  difcovery  by  all  his  tortures, 
yet  he  not  only  imprifoned  his  own  mother, 
but  put  her  upon  the  rack.  Five  of  the  prin- 
cipal Lords  whom  he  fufpefted  of  favouring 
her,  he  put  to  death  ;  barbaroufly  murdered  his 
own  nephew,  the  King  of  JohorR  fon,  under 
the  pretence  that  his  mother  intended  to  raife 
that  young  Prince  to  the  throne ;  and  caufed 
the  fon  of  the  King  of  Bantam,  and  the  fon 
of  the  King  of  Pam,  both  of  whom  were  his 
coufins,  to  be  put  to  death.  This  monfter  has 
not  left  one  of  the  Royal  Family,  but  his  own 
fon,  who  has  been  thrice  banilhed  the  court  ; 
but  begins  now  to  be  reflored  to  favour,  and 
is  only  fafe,  from  his  being  more  cruel  than 
even  his  father,  and  his  being  univerfally  hated. 
In  fhort,  this  inhuman  Sovereign,  has  extir- 
pated all  the  ancient  nobility,  and  raifed  a  new 
fet  of  them.  A  day  did  notpafs  while  I  was  at 
Achen,  without  the  execution  of  one,  and  fomc- 
times  feveral  of  his  people. 

The  avarice  of  this  Prince  was  fo  extraor- 
dinary, that  no  reprefentations  or  prefents 
could  get  the  better  of  it ;  for  though  he  at 

laft 
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laft  gave  me  a  licence  to  buy  pepper  of  his 
fubjedls,  in  return  for  my  making  him  a  pre- 
fent  of  an  enamelled  ring  ;  the  firft  perfon  who 
confented  to  fell  me  any,  was  inftantly  laid  in 
irons.  Being  ~at  lafi:  fenfible,  that  unlefs  I 
took  fome  of  the  King,  I  fhould  never  be  able 
to  purchafe  a  grain  in  the  city.  I  bought  300 
bahars  at  his  own  price  ;  and  was  afterwards, 
to  my  great  amazement,  obliged  to  pay  a  duty 
of  feven  per  cent,  for  the  very  pepper  I  had 
bought  of  his  Majefty. 

I  afterwards  bargained  with  a  perfon  wlio 
was  a  great  doftor  in  the  law  of  Mahomet,  and 
bore  the  charadler  of  a  prophet :  but  when  he 
had  weighed  about  1200  bahars,  I  began  to 
perceive  fome  black  fand  among  the  pepper. 
He  pleaded  in  excufe,  that  fome  of  his  do- 
meftics  had  mixed  fand  with  it,  without  his 
knowledge;  but  though  I  might  have  com- 
plained to  the  King  of  Achen,  who  cuts  off 
the  hands  and  feet  of  thofe  who  are  found 
'  guilty  cf  this  fraud,  yet  confidering  the  high 
charadler  he  bore,  I  was  willing  to  overlook 
It,  and  continued  having  more  weighed  till  I 
j     obferved  the  pepper  wet. 

Wearied  out  with  the  continual  impofitions 
of  tills  tyrannical  Prince,  and  by  the  low  arts  of 
;  his  fubjefts,  I  refolved  to  depart,  and  on  the 
'  27th  of  'June  he  fentme  liis  letter  t6  the  King 
of  France,  which  was  brought  to  my  houfe 
with  great  pomp  ;  it  being  carried  upon  a  large 
elephant  by  one  of  the  principal .  Orankay's, 
attended  by  a  number  of  officers  of  rank.  Be- 
fore the  elephant  went  four  drums  and  four 
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trumpets,  and  four  large  umbrellos  furrounded 
it.  But  all  this  fplendor  was  at  my  coft,  for 
I  was  obliged  to  fatisfy  not  only  the  principal 
Orankay  who  brought  the  letter,  but  all  who 
accompanied  him.  The  letter  was  carried  in 
a  filver  bafon  in  a  red  velvet  bag  with  gold 
firings,  and  was  written  in  the  Achsji  language 
in  letters  of  gold,  upon  very  fmooth  paper, 
with  feveral  gildings  and  colourings  round  it. 

"0..  ''0^:;0M03^'MMMK0^M:0M.0'.'0..  '0.. 

C  H  A  p.  V. 

The  Author  fails  to  Pulo  Lanchahay.  A  De- 
fcription  of  that  IJland ;  the  trade  of  the  In- 
habit aiits,  and  apartiadar  account  of  the  Pepper 
Plant,  A  fuccinii  Hifory  of  the  reduBion  of 
Queda  ly  the  King  of  Achen. 

ON  the  24th  of  July  we  fet  fail,  but  met 
with  fuch  calms,  that  it  was  the  yth  of 
Auguft  before  we  made  Pido  Lanchahay,  though 
it  is  but  four  days  fail  by  the  trade  winds. 

The  day  after  my  arrival  the  Governor  of 
the  illand  came  on  board,  and  told  me,  that  he 
would  not  fufFer  me  to  trade  with  the  inhabi- 
tants without  a  licence  from  the  King  ofi^W«, 
which  he  did  not  doubt  but  I  might  have,  if 
I  affilled  him  with  fome  artillery.  On  the 
1 2th  the  Governor  having  left  his  own  fon 
with  one  of  the  principal  men  of  the  ifland  for 
hoftages,  went  in  perfon  with  two  of  my  men 
to  inform  his  Majefty  of  my  arrival.  The 
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King  of  ^eda  had  then  retired  three  days 
journey  up  into  the  country  for  fear  of  the 
King  of  Achens  army  :  however  fome  days 
after  I  received  a  letter  from  the  Sieur  D'E/pi?ie 
one  of  the  perfons  who  went  along  with  the 
Governor,  to  inform  me  that  there  was  but 
little  pepper  in  the  ifland,  and  to  my  great 
mortification,  I  found  this  intelligence  but  too 
true ;  for  we  were  come  too  late  for  the  laft 
year's  crop,  and  too  early  for  this.  However 
on  the  fecond  of  December,  the  Sieur  D^Efpine 
fent  me  word,  that  the  King  had  caufed  all 
the  pepper  to  be  gathered  in,  in  order  to  buy 
fome  cannon  of  me,  if  I  were  dilpofed  to  fell 
them. 

Upon  this  advice,  I  fent  orders  to  Sieur 
jyEfpine  to  inform  himfelf  particularly  of  what 
quantity  of  pepper  might  be  expefted  in  that 
place,  and  if  it  was  under  100  bahars,  to  re- 
turn immediately,  without  giving  himfelf  any 
farther  trouble  about  it ;  but  if  it  was  above 
that  number,  to  follicit  the  King  to  fend  a 
perfon  with  full  powers  to  treat  with  me.  The 
Sieur  D''Ejpine  returned  on  the  9th,  and  report- 
ed that  his  Majefty  having  a  great  mind  to  fome 
of  my  cannon,  would  give  me  twice  as  much 
pepper  for  them  as  I  had  alked,  if  I  v/ould 
itay  till  the  feafon  for  gathering  it,  or  if  I  had 
a  mind  to  eftabli(h  a  faftory  there,  he  would 
furnilh  it  every  year  with  2000  bahars,  and 
exclude  all  other  nations  from  trading  in  his 
territories.  The  King  alfo  fent  me  a  letter, 
impowering  me  to  trade  freely  with  the  natives, 
and  to  defire  two  of  my  cannon,  for  30  babars 
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of  pepper,  which  he  faid  was  all  he  had. 
In  thy  mean  time  my  purfer  was  detained 
at  Perleys,  about  feven  or  eight  leagues  from 
this  ifland,  from  the  opinion  that  I  would  come 
and  fettle  a  faftory  there,  but  underftanding 
that  the  channel  betwten  this  ifland  and  Perleys 
was  embarralTed  with  {helves  and  flat?,  and 
finding  that  my  fhip  did  not  anfwer  the  helm 
as  fhe  ufed  to  do,  I  chofe  to  continue  where  I 
was,  and  threatened  to  fet  fail  with  the  hoUages 
I  had  on  board,  if  they  would  not  return  me 
my  man. 

On  the  firfl;  of  OSoher  my  purfer  returned, 
and  I  delivered  them  my  two  hoftages.  He 
reported  that  the  King  had  only  20  bahars  of 
pepper,  and  delired  to  pay  the  other  ten  in 
rials,   at  the  rate  of  zo  rials  a  bahar :  that 
the  country  was  very  poor,  and  rice  extremely 
dear;   and _  upon  the  arrival  of  every  velTel, 
the  people  fled  into  the  country,  thinking  they 
Belonged  to  the  King  of  Achen. 
.   Though  I  had  refolved  not  to  let  him  have 
any  cannon,  I  thought  fit  to  amufe  him  with 
fair  words,  till  I  had  taken  in  frefh  water,  and 
with  that  view,  I  fent  back  the  purfer  to  ac- 
quaint him,  that  I  was  very  much  difpofed  to 
deal  with  him  j  but  could  not  bring  my  fhip 
to  Perleys,  becaufe  my  rudder  v/as  out  of  order  ; 
and  that  to  fhew  my  v/illingnefs  to  oblige  him, 
I  was  ready  to  fend  one  of  my  cannon  on  fhore, 
provided  he  gave  me  two  hoftages  to  infure  the  . 
delivery  of  20  bahars  of  pepper  v>'ithin  eight 
days.    With  this  offer  he  \ya5  fo  pleaied,  that 
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lie  fent  me  word  there  was  no  occafion  for 
giving  hoftages,  or  landing  the  piece  of  cannon, 
till  the  pepper  was  got  ready,  which  would  be 
in  fix  or  feven  days.  I  here  caufed  to  be  cut 
down  a  main- top -maft,  a  mizen-maft,  and  a 
bowfprit,  which  I  could  not  have  elfewhere. 
If  I  could  have  ftaid  till  January,  I  might  have 
loaded  my  fhip  with  pepper  at  a  quarter  of  the 
price  it  coft  me  at  Achen,  and  befides  jit  that 
time  the  trade  winds  coming  eafl:  would  have 
flood  fair  for  my  returning  direftly  to  France  ; 
but  my  men  were  fo  few  and  fo  difcouraged, 
that  I  could  not  think  of  waiting. 

This  ifland,  which  is  called  by  the  inhabitants 
Pulo  Lanchahay,  and  by  the  natives  of  Achen, 
Piilo  Lada,  or  the  ifland  of  Pepper;  lies  in 
6°,  15'.  north  latitude.  It  is  about  15  or  20 
leagues  in  circumference,  and  is  in  fome  places 
mountainous.  In  the  middle  of  the  country- 
there  are  two  high  mountains  feparated  from 
each  other  by  a  very  narrow  valley,  and  at  the 
foot  of  thefe  mountains  is  a  plain  which  extendsi 
three  or  four  leagues  in  length.  In  this  plain 
the  pepper  is  produced  ;  but  the  iflai;id  is  only 
inhabited  by  about  100  perfons,  arid  is  fac 
from  being  cultivated  fo  well  as  it  might  be. 
The  foil  of  this  plain  is  very  proper  for  all 
forts  of  drugs,  fruit,  rice,  and  cattle,  it  is  alfo 
enriched  with  excellent  pafturage,  and  many 
fprings  and  rivers.  The  reft  of  the  ifland  is 
covered  with  very  thick  woods,  in  which,  efpe- 
cially  upon  the  mountains,  there  are  fomc  trees 
perfeftly  ftraight,  of  an  incredible  height,  and 
proportionable  thicknefs.    The  fliore  on  the 
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fouth  fide  is  frequently  interfered  with  arms 
of  the  fea,  leaving  fmall  illands  and  rocks 
covered  with  woods.  On  the  north  there  is  a 
large  ifland  at  about  the  diftance  of  a  league, 
and  on  the  eafl  it  has  a  bay  covered  with  a 
little  ifland,  in  this  bay  Ihips  of  200  tons  may 
ride  in  fafety,  and  be  Iheltered  from  the  winds. 
In  a  word,  there  is  very  fafe  anchorage  alt 
round  the  ifland  ;  and  every  part  of  it  affords 
excellent  frefh  water.  From  the  beginning  of 
"Jidy  to  the  end  of  OBoher  the  winds  are  weller-  ' 
iy,  when  it  rains  very  much,  and  the  climate, 
as  in  .  other  places  of  the  fame  latitude,  is  un- 
healthy. At  prefent  this  ifland  produces  an- 
nually 500,000  pounds  v/eight  of  excellent 
large  and  dry  pepper,  which  is  preferrable  to 
that  of  any  other  place  in  the  Indies.  It  is 
fubject  to  the  King  of  i^eda,  and  the  Poriu- 
gi'.efe  who  refide  at  Malacca  come  there  every 
year  to  trade,  and  continue  there  from  Decem- 
ber to  February. 

The  pepper  plants  grow  in  a  fat  foil,  and 
are  planted  at  the  root  of  trees,  round  which 
they  creep  and  twifl;  like  hops.  They  produce 
310  fruit  till  the  third  year,  after  which  they 
bear  for  the  three  following  years,  fix  or  feven 
pounds  weight  of  pepper.  In  the  three  next 
years  they  decreafe  one  third,  both  in  the 
quantity  and  fize  of  the  pepper,  and  thus  con- 
tinue decreafing  for  four  or  five  years  longer. 
For  the  fini  three  years  the  ground  about  them 
mufc  be  kept  very  clean,  which  requires  a 
great  deal  of  pains  on  account  of  the  moiilure 
of  the  dimaie.    When  the  plant  begins  to 
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bear,  the  branches  of  the  tree  through  which 
it  creeps  mull  be  lopped  off,  left  they  intercept 
the  rays  of  the  fun,  which  this  plant  Hands 
moft  in  need  of.  When  the  clufters  of  the  fruit 
are  formed,  care  muft  alfo  be  taken  to  fupport 
them  with  poles,  left  the  branches  fliould  be 
drawn  down  by  the  weight  of  the  fruit.  They 
fhould  alfo  be  planted  at  a  convenient  diltance 
from  each  other,  that  a  perfon  may  get  round 
them  with  a  ladder,  in  order  to  prune  them 
after  the  fruit  is  gathered  ;  for  otherwife  they 
would  grow  too  high,  and  by  that  means  bea.r 
the  lefs  fruit. 

This  plant  has  commonly  a  white  flower  in 
April,  which  knots  in  June;  in  Angiijl  the 
fruit  is  large,  and  green,  when  the  natives  ufe 
it  for  fallad,  or  make  it  into  a  rich  pickle  by 
fteeping  it  in  vinegar.  In  Ociober  it  is  red  ;  in 
November  it  begins  to  grow  black,  and  in  Decem~ 
her  it  is  all  over  black,  and  confequently  ripe. 
This  is  generally  the  cafe,  though  in  fome  places 
it  is  ripe  fooner  or  later  than  in  others.  The  fruit 
being  ripe,  they  cut  off  the  clufters  and  dry  them 
in  the  fun,  till  the  grain  falls  off  the  ftalk, 
which  notwithftanding  the  exceffive  heat,  it 
does  not  do  in  lefs  than  fifteen  days,  during 
which  it  muft  be  turned  from  lide  to  fide,  and 
covered  up  every  night.  Some  of  the  grains 
neither  change  red  nor  black,  but  continue 
white,  and  thefe  are  made  ufe  of  in  medicine, 
and  fold  for  double  the  price  of  the  other. 
Of  late  years,  the  inhabitants  obferving  that 
foreigners  want  thefe  for  the  fame  ufe,  have 
found  out  a  way  of  whitening  the  others,  by 
R  2  taking 
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taking  them  while  they  are  yet  red  and  wafhing 
off  the  red  Ikin  with  water  and  fand,  fo  that 
nothing  remains  but  the  heart  of  the  pepper, 
which  is  white. 

Thus  the  cultivation  of  pepper  requires  a 
great  number  of  hands but  they  are  now 
much  wanted  both  in  this  ifland  and  the  coun- 
try of  ^eda,  which  three  or  four  years  before 
were  laid  defolate  by  the  King  of  Jchen,  fo 
that  the  King  of  ^eda  is  now  obliged  to  put 
himfelf  under  the  protedlion  of  the  King  of 
Siam.  The  inhabitants  are  Malayans,  but  not 
fo  crafty  and  difhonefl:  as  thofe  of  Jchen:  their 
habits  are  much  the  fame,  but  not  fo  rich  ; 
they  are  very  zealous  Mahometans,  and  in  their 
cuftoms  and  way  of  living,  differ  but  little 
from  the  inhabitants  of  Achen. 

^eda  has  a  marfhy  foil,  and  many  brooks 
that  run  into  a  confiderable  river,  in  which 
there  are  a  great  number  of  large  croco- 
diles. The  country  was  formerly  well 
peopled,  and  abounded  with  all  forts  of  pro- 
vifions,  efpecially  rice  and  cattle.  It  was  re- 
forted  to  by  merchants  from  Pegu,  Aracan, 
Bengal,  yer/elin,  the  coafi:  of  Corcmandel,  and 
Surat,  by  the  Portuguefe,  who  refided  at  Ma- 
lacca, and  even  by  the  merchants  of  Achen. 
The  cuftoms  and  imports  at  this  place  were 
very  moderate,  till  the  father  of  the  prefent 
King,  who  was  a  perfidious  and  cruel  tyrant, 
afcended  the  throne  :  but  about  three  years  ago 
he  was  carried  into  captivity  by  the  King  of 
Achen.  It  is  remarkable,  that  about  four  years 
before  it  was  fubdued,  two  thirds  of  the  in- 
habitants. 
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habitants,  amounting  to  about  40,000,  were 
carried  ofF  by  a  plague  :  the  following  year  a 
murrain  feized  upon  the  cattle,,  and  not  only 
carried  off  all  the  King's  elephants,  but  even 
feven  eighths  of  their  other  cattle,  and  the, 
third  year  there  was  fuch  a  fcarcity  of  rice  and 
all  manner  of  fruit,  that  the  people  fufFered  a 
terrible  famine.  The  next  year  the  King  of 
Achen,  who  always  lies  in  wait  to  plunder  his 
neighbours,  took  advantage  of  their  diftrefs, 
and-laid  fiege  to  the  city  of  ^eda,  which  held, 
out  three  months,  and  then  the  King  with  his 
family  and  retinue,  confifting  of  1 20  men,  re- 
tired to  his  palace  which  he  had  fortified,  and 
where  he  was  reduced  to  the  lafl:  extremity ; 
but  having  continued  there  about  two  months, 
the  King  of  Achen's  officers  perfuaded  him  to 
furrender,  by  alledging  that  their  mailer  ad- 
mired him  for  his  valour,  and  if  he  trufted 
to  his  clemency,  would  certainly  reinftate  him 
in  his  throne.  This  fiegj  was  carried  on  with 
great  vigour  by  the  Achen  army,  fo  that  they 
fought  even  in  winter  when  up  to  the  middle 
in  water  ;  for  the  King  had  fent  them  word,  he 
would  cut  tliem  all  to  pieces,  if  they  did  not 
bring  him  the  King  of  ^eda.  At  lail  having 
demolifhed  the  city  and  caftle,  they  carried 
that  unhappy  Prince  and  his  family,  with  about 
7000  of  the  inhabitants  to  Achen. 

The  fLing  of  Achen  gave  the  captive  Sove- 
reign a  tolerable  reception,  till  he  had  drained 
him  and  his  friends  of  all  they  had,  after 
which  hs  had  t'le  cruelty  to  put  to  death,  not 
only  him  and  iiis  children  ;  but  the  principal 
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men  among  the  other  captives,  confining  the 
reft  to  a  remote  part  of  the  city,  where  moll 
of  them  died  for  want,  and  the  poor  remain- 
der, amounting  to  about  500,  work  at  prefent 
,in  fmall  huts,  one  half  of  the  week,  to  obtain 
a  pitiful  fubfiftance,  and  the  other  half  in 
building  the  King  of  Acheri's  houfes,  and  ma- 
nuring his  grounds.  The  prefent  King  of 
^teda  was  fliut  up  with  his  father  in  ^eda 
cafde  ;  but  finding  his  unhappy  parent  was  in- 
clined to  furrender,  and  to  carry  all  his  children 
and  treafures  to  Achen,  in  order  to  procure  a 
better  reception,  he  privately  made  his  efcape. 


CHAP.  VL 

^ he  Author  returns  to  Achen.  The  reception  he 
met  moith.    He  Jails  to  Ticow,  ivhere  he  is  at 

'  lajl  permitted  to  trade.  A  Defcription  of  the 
Jfiund  is/'SurrKitra  in  general,  and  of  the  Govern- 
ment and  Lanvs  of  Achen,  iviih  the  manner  in 
ivhich  the  prejent  King  afcended  the  Throne. 
The  Author  fails  for  Europe,  and  arrives  at 
Havre  de  Grace. 

ON  the  1 2th  of  Ociober  I  weighed  anchor 
and  flood  for  the  road  of  Achen-,  wJien 
the  currents  carried  me  upon  the  iHands  of 
Botton,  at  about  the  diftance  of  five  lesgues, 
where  I  was  oblig'  d  to  drop  an  anchor  in  order 

to 
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to  keep  clear  of  a  rock.  Thefe  iflands  ar^ 
three  in  number,  befides  many  fmall  ones- 
They  are  inhabited,  and  covered  with  woods, 
in  which  there  are  fome  trees  fit  for  the  mails 
of  fhips.  They  afford  good  anchorage  all 
round  them,  and  the  largefl:  has  good  frelli 
water  in  a  fandy  creek. 

The  next  day  we  came  in  fight  of  Sumatra, 
and  on  the  27th  were  within  two  leagues  of  the 
iflandof  Puloway,  which  I  defigned  to  double, 
in  order  to  call  anchor  on  the  well  fide  of  the 
road-  of  Achen,  whence  I  might  ealily  put  to 
fea,  in  cafe  I  Ihould  be  ufed  ill  by  the  King  ; 
but  the  currents  were  fo  llrong,  and  the  winds 
blew  fo  hard  from  the  well  and  well-north-weft , 
that  I  was  obliged  to  put  into  a  fmall  creek, 
and  that  very  evening  a  velTel  cam.e  up  to 
me  with  a  commilTion  from  the  King  to  know 
who  I  was,  whence  I  came,  and  whither  I  was 
going.  For  it  feems  the  King  had  heard  of  a 
fhip  cruifing  upon  his  coall  fifteen  days  before 
I  came  to  an  anchor  in  that  place.  This  mef- 
fenger  informed  me,  that  a  fmall  French  Ihip 
had  arrived  in  the  road  of  Ache7i  about  eight 
days  before  :  he  happened  to  know  me  to  be 
the  perfon  who  had  before  been  at  Achen  ;  and. 
on  his  afking  me,  whence  I  cam.e,  I  ordered 
my  interpreter  to  tell  him,  that  at  my  leaving 
Achen  I  v/as  bound  for  Bantam ;  but  having 
loll  two  of  my  mails  by  a  llbrm,  Vv'as  forced  tf> 
put  into  an  illand  to  refit,  the  name  of  which  I 
intended  to  conceal,  as  I  knev,'  the  King  would 
be  difplcafc-J  af,  my  going  thither  without  his 

leave ; 
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Jeave  ;  but  my  interpreter  immediately  toldlilm 
1  had  been  at  the  illand  of  Pido  Lanchakay. 

The  next  day  I  was  vilited  by  a  velfel,  in 
which  was  an  Achen  man  with  whom  I  was 
acquainted,  who  told  me  there  was  a  fmall 
French  veffel  in  the  road,  and  fome  Frenchmen 
who  faid.  they  belonged  to  me,  adding  as  a 
fecret,  that  they  were  detained  by  the  King  of 
Achen  againfl;  their  inclinations. 

In  tlie  mean  tim.e  I  fent  my  long-boat  on 
fhore  for  frefh  provifions ;  but  the  people  would 
fell  none,  alledging,  that  the  King  had  pro- 
hibited their  vending  them  without  his  com- 
mand. As  I  took  the  French  fliip  in  the  road 
of  Achen  to  be  our  advice  boat,  I  was  appre- 
Iienfive  that  the  King  might  flop  it,  to  pre- 
vent their  having  an  interview  with  me,  I 
therefore  weighed  anchor  and  Hood  for  the 
road  of  Achen ;  but  the  wind  being  contrary 
and  very  high,  I  was  forced  to  come  to  an 
anchor  at  the  point  of  a  large  bay,  whence  I 
font  by  l^nd  one  of  the  men  whom  I  had  re- 
<leemed,  in  a  Moors  habit  to  carry  a  letter  to 
the  French  vefiel  in  the  road  of  Achen,  proniifmg 
him  his  freedom,  if  he  brought  me  an  anfvver 
in  two  days ;  for  we  were  then  but  four  leagues 
diftance  from  Achen,  and  he  being  fet  on  Ihore 
in  the  night,  was  ordered  to  reach  that  city 
before  it  was  light. 

The  next  day  a  large  fhip  with  Fnglljh  colours 
made  up  to  us,  put  out  her  long-boat,  and 
brought  on  board  M.  Du  Parr,  one  of  the 
jncn  belonging  to  the  Hope,  This  v/as  a  fliip 
gf  6qo  tons  and      guns,  and  had  on  board 

M.  Grave 
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M.  Grave  the  Captain  of  the  Hope,  who  was 
very  ill ;  but  not  finding  me  at  Achen,  was 
going  to  Batavla  to  fee  if  he  could  get  a  paflage 
to  France.  M.  Du  Parr  ga.vz  me  the  following 
account  of  Captain  Grave's  proceedings. 

After  the  Hope  parted  from  me,  Jfhe  came  to  ~ 
I     an  anchor  at  a  long  illand  about  20  leagues 
I     from  Tico-Tv,  to  which  place  the  Captain  fent 
L    the  long-boat ;  bnt  twelve  hours  after  its  de- 
parture Mr.  Grave  himfelf  Hood  for  the  fame 
port  to  fet  on  Ihore  M.  Talier,  the  firft  Com- 
miffary,  who  was  t)ien  ill ;  but  the  winds  and 
currents  being  contrary,  they  not  only  lofl;  the 
men  in  the  long-boat,   but  all  they  had  on 
board  grew  fick,  except  the  Captain  and  five 
I     or  fix  m.ore.  While  they  were  in  this  unhappy 
f    condition,  they  met  with  a  Dutch  Ihip  of  1 200 
1     tons,  called  the  Leyden,  commanded  by  William 
L    Schovten,  upon  which  Captain  Grave  went  to 
defire  their  afllftancc ;  but  was  no  fooner  on 
I    board  the  Leyden,  than  the  Dutch  Captain  fent 
60  men  in  two.  long-boats  to  board  our  Ihip, 
this    they  dici  without  oppofition,   and  not 
i    only  plundered  the  veffel,  but  ufed  our  fick 
!    men  moft  barbaroufly,  turning  them  out  of 
their  hammocks,  and  throv/ing  them  upon  the 
deck. 

I  In  the  mean  while  the  Dutch  Captain  told 
■  M.  Grave  thai;  his  fliip  was  a  good  prize,  and 
if  they  met  with  me  they  would  ferve  me  in 
the  fame  manner.  A  few  days  after  they  met 
with  another  Dutch  fhip  that  had  many  fick  on 
board,  and  was  going  to  fet  them  on  fhore  ori 
I  the  ille  of  Naffau,  when  Captain  Grave  defired 

tha.t; 
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that  his  men  might  alfo  be  landed  at  the  fame 
place,  to  which  they  confented  ;  but  behaved 
with  fuch  cruelty  as  fliewed  they  had  neither 
humanity,  religion,  nor  confcience  ;  for  they 
threw  the  fick  men,  like  fo  many  logs  of  wood, 
out  of  the  fhip  into  the  boat,  and  feme  they 
dragged  with  a  rope  through  the  water,  par- 
ticularly one,  who  expired  immediately  upon 
the  rocks  on  the  fliore. 

In  the  mean  time  the  Commiflary  of  the 
Leydcn  became  fenfible  of  his  crime,  and  told 
Captain  Grave  he  was  miftaken,  for  upon  a 
review  of  his  Commiffion,  he  found  he  had  no 
authority  to  take  any  French  fhip,  and  that  he 
was  at  liberty  to  return  to  his  own  veflel. 
Captain  Grave,  however,  confidering  that  he 
flood  in  need  of  his  affiftance,  anfwered  with 
great  complaifance,  that  the  Commiffary  was 
not  the  firlt  who  had  been  miftaken  in  matters 
of  as  great  confequence,  and  defired  that  he 
might  have  fome  of  the  Dutch  feamen  to  man 
his  fhip.  To  this  the  Commiffary  confented, 
upon  condition  that  he  fhould  forget  what  was 
paffed,  and  give  a  writing  to  that  purpofe 
under  his  hand,  which  being  done.  Captain 
Grcue  received  this  reinforcement,  and  return- 
ed on  board  the  Hope;  but  the  Dw/f/- feamen 
threatened  every  day  to  throw  him  and  his 
crew  overboard,  which  they  would  certainly 
have  done,  if  the  other  Dutch  Ihip  called  the 
Horn,  had  not  been  in  company.  They  fome- 
time  after  fell  in  with  three  Dutch  ihips,  upon 
the  coaft  of  Sutnatra,  one  of  which  havirg  a 
flag  upon  its  mail  like  an  Admiral's  fhip. 

Captain 
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Captain  Graue  went  on  board  her,  which  he 
had  no  fooner  done,  than  the  Admiral's  fhip 
fired  uDon  his,  to  make  the  men  take  down 
their  French  colours,  and  the  Captain  lent  back 
his  boat,  with  orders  to  take  them  down. 

They  now  all  failed  for  Jacatra,  where  they 
zxrwedL  in  December,  when  Captain  Gr^zw  went 
to  wait  upon  the  Dutch  Admiral,  and  defired 
he  would  afllft  him  with  fome  feamen  to  con- 
duft  his  fhip  to  Bantam,  to  which  the  Admiral 
agreed,  provided  he  would  there  buy  up  all 
the  pepper  he  could  get  at  two  rials  a  lack, 
and  diftribute  two  thirds  of  it  to  the  Dutch 
and  Englijh  in  that  road.    The  Captain,  con- 
fidering  his  miferable  fKuation,  was  obliged  to 
to  fubmit,  and  lign  an  obligation  to  buy  fifteen 
thcufand  facks  of  pepper,  5000  of  which  were 
to  be  given  to  the  Dutch,  and  5000  to  the  E7'.g- 
lifn.    At  this  time  the  pinnace  I  had  fent  in 
queft  of  him  came  to  Jacatra  ;  but  the  bargain 
being  ftruck  before  her  arrival.  Captain  Grave 
was  obliged  to  go  to  Bantam,  and  arrived  there 
at  tl^e  end  of  January,  where  the  King  gave 
him  a  favourable  reception,  but  would  fell  him 
no  pepper  under  four  rials  a  fack. 

In  the  mean  time  the  Dutch,   contrary  to 
their  promife,  fent  armed  barks  up  and  down 
j     Bantam  road,  in  purfuit  of  the  Ja'uanefe,  with- 
i    in  cannon  fliot  of  their  walls,  and  always  re- 
turned on  board  the  Hope,  in  order  to  make  the 
people  of  Bantam  believe  that  the  French  gave 
Ihelter  to  their  mortal  enemies.    But  this  the 
King  of  Bantam  refented  no  otherv/ife  than  by 
keeping  the  pepper  at  the  firft  price,  upon 
I  -  which 
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that  his  men  might  alfo  be  landed  at  the  fame 
place,  to  which  they  confented  ;  but  behaved 
with  fuch  cruelty  as  fhewed  they  had  neither 
humanity,  religion,  nor  confcience  ;  for  they 
threw  the  fick  men,  like  fo  many  logs  of  wood, 
out  of  the  fhip  into  the  boat,  and  feme  they 
dragged  with  a  rope  through  the  water,  par- 
ticularly one,  who  expired  immediately  upon 
the  rocks  on  the  fliore. 

In  the  mean  time  the  Commifiary  of  the 
Leyden  became  fenfible  of  his  crime,  and  told 
Captain  Grave  he  was  miftaken,  for  upon  a 
review  of  his  CommilTion,  he  found  he  had  no 
authority  to  take  any  French  fhip,  and  that  he 
was  at  liberty  to  return  to  his  own  vefiel. 
Captain  Grave,  however,  confidering  that  he 
Hood  in  need  of  his  affiftance,  anfwered  with 
great  complaifance,  that  the  Commiffary  was 
not  the  firlt  who  had  been  miftaken  in  matters 
of  as  great  confequence,  and  deiired  that  he 
might  have  fome  of  the  Dutch  feamen  to  man 
his  fhip.  To  this  the  Commifiary  confented, 
upon  condition  that  he  Ihould  forget  wliat  was 
pafied,  and  give  a  writing  to  that  purpofe 
under  his  hand,  which  being  done,  Captain 
Gr/iw  received  this  reinforcement,  and  return- 
ed on  board  the  Hope;  but  the  Da/f;^' feamen 
threatened  every  day  to  throw  him  and  his 
crew  overboard,  which  they  would  certainly 
have  done,  if  the  other  Dutch  Ihip  called  the 
Horn,  had  not  been  in  company.  They  fome- 
time  after  fell  in  with  three  Dutch  ihips,  upon 
the  coaft  of  Sumatra,  one  of  which  havirg  a 
flag  upon  its  maft  like  an  Admiral's  Ihip, 

Captain 
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Captain  Graw  went  on  board  her,  which  he 
had  no  fooner  done,  than  the  Admiral's  (hip 
fired  upon  his,  to  make  the  men  take  down 
their  French  colours,  and  the  Captain  lent  back 
his  boat,  with  orders  to  take  them  down. 

They  now  all  failed  for  Jacatra,  where  they 
arrived  in  December,  when  Captain  Gr«w  went 
to  wait  upon  the  Dutch  Admiral,  and  defired 
he  would  alTift  him  with  fome  feamen  to  con-- 
duft  his  fhip  to  Bantam,  to  which  the  Admiral 
agreed,  provided  he  would  there  buy  up  all 
the  pepper  he  could  get  at  two  rials  a  fack, 
and  diftribute  two  thirds  of  it  to  the  Dutch 
and  Englijh  in  that  road.    The  Captain,  con- 
lidering  his  miferable  fttuation,  was  obliged  to 
to  fubmit,  and  fign  an  obligation  to  buy  fifteen 
thoufand  facks  of  pepper,  5000  of  which  were 
to  be  given  to  the  Dutch,  and  5000  to  the  Eng- 
'lifp.    At  this  time  the  pinnace  I  had  fent  in 
quell  of  him  came  to  'Jacatra  ;  but  the  bargain 
being  ftruck  before  her  arrival,  Captain  Gra-ve 
was  obliged  to  go  to  Bantam,  and  arrived  there 
at  the  end  of  January,  v/here  the  King  gave 
him  a  favourable  reception,  but  would  fell  him 
no  pepper  under  four  rials  a  fack. 

In  the  mean  time  the  Dutch,  contrary  to 
their  promife,  fent  armed  barks  up  and  down 
Bantam  road,  in  purfuit  of  the  Jauanefe,  with- 
in cannon  fliot  of  their  walls,  and  always  re- 
turned on  board  the  Hope,  in  order  to  make  the 
people  of  Bantam  believe  that  the  French  gave 
(helter  to  their  mortal  enemies.  But  this  the 
King  of  Bantam  refented  no  otherwife  than  by 
keeping  the  pepper  at  the  firft  price,  upon 

which 
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That  I  could  not  trull  myfelf  on  land,  fincc 
the  King  had  imprifoned  my  men  like  robbers, 
and  feized  upon  the  foriy  remains  of  a  burnt 
Ihip,  contrary  to  what  might  have  been  ex- 
pelled, after  the  fervices  oiFered  him  by  the 
King  of  France,  and  by  me  in  particular.  The 
Eunuch  replied,  that  the  King  took  them  for 
Portuguefe  who  had  ravaged  his  coalls,  and  as 
foon  as  he  was  undeceived,  had  fet  them  at 
liberty,  and  returned  them  their  money.  That 
he  had,  it  is  true,  hindered  them  from  going 
on  board  the  Englijh  and  Dutch  ftiips,  for  fear 
they  fnould  come  to  any  harm  fjom  their 
mortal  enemies,  defigning  to  put  them  into  the 
hands  of  the  firll  French  Captain  that  fhould 
arrive  in  that  J)lace.  To  which  I  anfwdred, 
that  the  French  were  eafily  diilinguilhed  from 
the  Fcrtuguefe,  and  that  though  I  undcrilood  he 
had  returned  them  fome  rials,  yet  he  had 
detained  the  value  of  2500  rials  he  took  from 
them,  in  jewels,  coral,  bezoar,  mufi  and  other 
things.  The  Eunuch  told  me,  the  King  would 
certainly  return  them.  However,  1  let  him 
■know,  that  I  was  firmly  refolved  not  to  go  on 
fhore,  till  all  my  men  were  on  board,  after 
which  I  would  come  and  receive  his  com- 
mands. 

A  demand  was  now  made  of  the  duties  of 
the  King's  Chappe,  befides  400  rials  for  an- 
chorage to  be  paid  to  the  King,  and  200  for  the 
officers  of  the  Alfandeque,  a  late  irapofitiovi, 
laid  upon  all  fhips  that  fhould  come  into  that 
road  ;  but  I  told  them  I  did  not  come  to  trafEc, 
and  therefore  would  not  pay  a  farthing.  Some- 
time 
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lime  after  the  Chappe  returned,  and  brought 
all  my  men  on  board ;  when  purfuant  to  my 
promife,  I  went  on  fhore,  and  waited  upon  the 
King,  who  complained  heavily  of  my  not  com- 
ing to  fee  him  fooner,  and  told,  me  that  the 
Dutch  and  Englijh  had  fpread  falfe  reports,  in 
order  to  exclude  the  French  from  the  trade  of 
Achen  :  that  the  men  he  had  imprifbned  were 
reprefented  to  him  as  robbers  and  pirates ;  but 
that  he  no  fooner  underftood  they  belonged  to 
me,  than  he  fet  them  at  liberty.  That  he  was 
afraid  the  King  of  France  might  have  taken  it 
ill,  if  he  had  put  his  fubjedts  into  the  hands  of 
ihz  Dutch,  who  were  their  mortal  enemies,  and 
that  he  only  waited  for  the  arrival  of  a  French 
ftiip,  in  which  he  miglit  fend  them  home.  But 
after  all,  on  my  thanking  him  for  fending  the 
men  on  board,  he  told  me,  he  had  only  fent 
them  to  vilit  me,  for  they  being  (hipwrecked 
and  loft  men,  belonged  to  him,  into  whofeport 
they  came.  This,  I  fuppofe,  he  faid  to  pre- 
vent my  a(king  for  what  he  had  taken  from 
them. 

I  was  refolved  to  ftrive  once  more  to  obtain 
a  licence  for  trading  at  Ticonv,  and  for  that  pur- 
pofe,  offered  a  diamond  to  the  Orankay  to  en- 
gage him  to  procure  it  for  me :  when  he  told 
me  that  I  might  obtain  the  licence,  provided  I 
made  a  prefent  of  a  fine  diamond  to  the  King, 
v/ho  was  then  extremely  fond  of  jewels.  Upon 
this,  I  fliewed  him  a  rough  diamond,  weigh- 
ing 12  grains,  which  I  deligned  for  the  King, 
and  a  cut  diamond  of  five  grains  for  himfelf ; 
but  the  next  day  he  informed  me,  that  he  had 
S  z  fliewu 
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Jhewn  them  to  his  Majefty,  and  that  the 
Englijh  having  very  lately  prefenfed  him  with, 
large  ones,  he  did  not  value  mine.  However, 
if  I  could  find  any  that  were  extraordinary 
beautiful,  I  might  certainly  obtain  my  requeft. 
Upon  this  I  bought  off  a  Portuguefe,  who  was 
lately  returned  from  Mafulipatan,  two  diamonds, 
pne  weighing  i8  grains,  cut  lozenge  wife,  and 
very  handfomely  fet,  which  coft  me  550  rials, 
and  another  of  nine  grains,  that  cott  me  izo 
rials ;  and  then  I  defired  ^ylin,  a  goldfmith, 
who  was  now  my  interpreter,  and  who  ufed  to 
Jpeak  very  boldly  to  the  King,  to  let  him  know 
that  I  had  fome  jewels,  which  I  defued  to  Ihew 
his  Majefty.  After  fome  time,  the  Iving  fent 
for  me  in  order  to  fee  my  diamonds,  when  I 
fhewed  him  the  large  one,  which  having  looked 
at,  he  afked  me  the  price  of  it,  and  I  told  him 
it  was  at  his  fervice,  if  he  would  allow  me  to 
buy  300  bahars  of  pepper  at  Ticonv.  To 
which  he  anfwered.  That  if  thp  Dutch  would 
give  him  30,000  rials  for  that  privilege  he 
would  not  grant  it  them,  but  he  would  give 
|ije  a  licence  to  flay  20  days  at  Tico-tv,  if  I 
would  make  him  a  prefent  of  another  diamond 
like  that ;  but  I  let  him  know  that  I  had  none 
fuch,  nor  could  pofiibly  find  any.  He  then  de- 
fired  me  to  give  him  a  piece  of  cannon  in  the 
room  of  it.  But  I  begged  his  pardoH,  and 
defired  to  be  excufed.  However,  finding  him 
bent  upon  having  the  gun,  I  at  laft  agreed  to 
let  him  have  it.  When  calling  for  the  Orankay 
Laxamcne,  the  King  ordered  him  to  give  me  a 
commiiTion.  for  trading  at  Ticotv. 

I,  hoW'=' 
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I,  however,  frequently  afked  for  my  commif- 
Con  to  no  purpofe,  and  at  laft  complained  of 
him  to  the  King,  who  bid  me  give  him  a  dia- 
mond ;  when  I  found  that  the  Orankay  Laxa- 
mane  could  do  nothing,  the  King  difpatching 
all  his  commiffions  himfelf,  and  that  the  defign 
of  turning  me  over  to  him,  was  to  extort  from 
jne  another  diamond  for  the  King's  ufe.  On 
this  difcovery,  I  gave  him  one  that  weighed 
about  fix  grains,  and  at  laft,  after  many  delays, 
received  from  the  King's  own  hand  a  letter  im- 
powering  me  to  trade  at  Ticoiu  for  2D  days. 

On  the  1 6th  of  December  weighed  anchor, 
and  arrived  in  the  road  of  Hcovj,  on  the  laft 
day  of  the  year.  On  the  firft  of  January,  1622, 
I  fhewed  the  inhabitants  of  that  town  the  King 
of  Achens  letter,  and  in  this  place  I  bought 
above  400  bahars  of  pepper,  which  coft  me 
about  25  rials  the  bahar,  including  the  charges 
of  tlie  commiffion,  and  the  prefents  I  made  at 
Achen. 

The  ifland  of  Sumatra  extends  1 1  degrees 
in  length  from  the  point  of  Achen,  in  5°.  30'. 
north  latitude,  to  the  ftreight  of  Sunda,  in  5°. 
30'.  fouth  latitude,  fo  that  it  is  about  620  miles 
long,  and  generally  about  210  in  breadth.  The 
coaft  for  the  molt  part  lies  low,  though  there 
are  very  high  mountains  within  the  country. 
Its  vallies  afford  excellent  pafturage,  produce 
great  quantities  of  rice,  and  many  kinds  of 
fruit.  It  is  watered  by  fine  rivers,  fome  of 
which  are  very  large,  and  an  infinite  number  of 
brooks,  by  which  means  the  land  is  rendered 
v«ry  moill,  and  in  fome  places  marfliy,  and 
S  3  this 
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this  ifland  being  under  the  equinoftal,  is  fub- 
je£i  to  frequent  rains. 

The  air  is  unhealthy  for  ftrangers,  efpeclally 
near  the  equinodlial,  and  during  the  wet  fea- 
fon,  which  lafts  from  June  to  Oclober,  when  the 
wefterly  winds,  mixed  with  rain  and  fudden  tem- 
pefts,  blow  upon  the  coafl: :  thefe  are  inter- 
rupted by  calms,  which  occafion  peftilential 
fevers,  that  carry  off  Grangers  in  two  or  three 
days,  or  at  leaft  terminate  in  obftinate  fweU.ings 
and  dropfies  ;  but  the  city  of  Achen^  which  is 
jfituated  on  the  north  point,  is  more  temperate ; 
it  ftands  upon  a  large  river,  about  half  a  league 
from  the  fea,  in  the  midft  of  a '  valley  that  is 
■fix  leagues  broad.  The  foil  is  very  proper  for 
all  forts  of  grain  and  fruit ;  the  inhabitants, 
however,  fow  nothing  but  rice,  which,  with 
cocoas,  is  their  principal  food. 

The  ifland  bears  very  large  trees,  that  re- 
tain their  verdure  all  the  year  round  ;  tlie  fruit- 
trees  are  very  numerous ;  thefe  bear  in  their 
proper  feafons,  and  there  is  not  a  month  in  the 
year  without  fome  ripe  fruit.  The  natives 
have  abundance  of  buffaloes,  which  are  em- 
ployed in  manuring  the  ground,  and  in  draw- 
ing or  carrying.  Their  horfes  are  of  a  fmaU 
breed/'  J  They  have  great  numbers  of  goats  ; 
but  their  Iheep  are  of  little  value.  The  pea- 
lants'  breed  up  great  numbers  of  hens  and 
ducks,  iu'  order  to  fell  their  eggs :  they  are 
fond  of  liuhting,  and  have  an  infinite  number 
of  wild  boars;  but  they  are  neither  fo  large 
nor  fo  furious  as  thofe  in  France.  Kowever, 
their  deer  are  larger  than  ours.    7'hcy  h:v--t 
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few  roe  bucks  and  hares  ;  but  at  the  foot  of 
the  mountains  there  are  numbers  of  wild  ele- 
phants, and  upon  thofe  that  are  uninhabited, 
there  many  rhinocerofes,  wild  bufFaloeSj  tygers, 
wild  cats,  civet  cats,  monkeys,  adders,  large 
lizards,  and  in  fome  rivers  poifonous  croco- 
diles. 

The  befi:  half  of  this  ifland  is  poffefled  by  the 
King  of  Achen,  and  that  part  of  the  coaft  that 
faces  the  llreights  of  Sunda  is  fubjefl  to  the 
King  of  Bantam.  The  inhabitants  of  the  coaft 
are  Malaya?is,  but  the  inland  parts  of  the  ifland 
are  inhabited  by  aborigines,  who  fpeak  a  dif- 
ferent language  from  the  Malayans,  and  have 
'feveral  petty  Kings.  The  richeft'  and  moll 
powerful  of  whom,  is  one  who  refides  between 
Tico-w  and  Manimcabo,  he  poffeffing  all  the  places 
where  gold  is  found. 

As  to  the  produce  of  the  feveral  kingdoms 
and  provinces,  Anclrigri  produces  a  confiderable 
quantity  of  pepper;  but  it  is  very  fmall.  Gold  is 
cheaper  there  than  in  any  other  country  poffefTed 
by  the  Malayans ;  Jamby  produces  a  great  deal 
of  much  better  pepper  than  that  of  Andrigri. 
The  Englijh  and  Dutch  have  a  faftory  there,  as 
well  as  the  Portugurfe  at  Malacca.  The  king- 
dom of  Polimban,  abounds  in  rice  and  cattle, 
and  affords  but  little  pepper.  This  is  a  plea- 
fant  country  tow'^rds  the  ibore,  which  is  in  the 
polfcffion  of  the'Kifi'g'  Gf  Bantam. 

As  for  the  domini&ns  of  the-  King  of  Achen, 
the  terrltoriea;  belonging  to  his  principal  city, 
are  fo  badly  cultivated  as  not  to  maintain  the 
inhabitants,  'j/hence  a  grea'.  part  of  the  rics 

comes 


200    Commodore  Beaulieu's  Expeditmi  ta 

comes  from  abroad.  In  former  times  it  pro- 
duced a  great  deal  of  pepper  ;  but  one  of  rhe 
Kings  obferving  that  they  minded  nothing  elfe, 
and  neglefted  the  manuring  of  the  ground  ne- 
ceffary  for  producing  rice,  caufed  all  the  pep- 
per plants  to  be  cut  down,  whence  it  does  not 
annually  produce  above  500  bahars.  At  the 
diftance  of  fix  leagues  from  Achen,  there  is  an 
high  mountain,  which  furnilhes  great  quanti- 
ties of  fulphur.  This  mountain,  with  the  ifiand 
of  Pulovjay,  in  the  road  of  Achen,  in  a  manner 
fupplies  all  the  Indies  with  fulphur  for  the  mak- 
ing of  gun-powder.  The  territory  of  Pedir  is  fo 
very  fertile  in  rice,  that  it  is  called  the  Grainery 
^f  Achen.  It  alfo  produces  a  large  quantity  of 
iilk,  part  of  which  is  wove  by  the  natives  into 
Huffs,  that  are  efteemed  over  all  Sumatra,  and 
the  reft  fold  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  coaft  of 
Coromandel.  At  Dely  there  is  a  fountain  of  oil, 
which  is  faid  to  be  inextinguifhable  when  once 
fet  on  fire.  With  this  oil,  the  King  of  Achen 
burnt  two  Portuguefe  galeons  near  Malacca. 
Daya  abounds  in  rice  and  cattle.  Ctnquele  za- 
nually  produces  a  large  quantity  of  camphire, 
which  the  inhabitants  of  Surat,  on  the  coaft  of 
Coroviandel,  purchafe  for  15  or  16  rials  the  cotti, 
or  28  ounces.  Pajfaman  ftands  at  the  foot  of 
a  very  high  mountain,  and  produces  excellent 
large  pepper,  and  feven  leagues  from  the  place 
is  Ticoiv,  which  is  ftill  more  fertile  in  this  valu- 
able drug.  Priaman  is  well  peopled,  and  plen- 
tifully furniftied  with  all  forts  of  provifions  ; 
it  drives  a  large  gold  trade  with  the  inhabitants 
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of  Manimcaho  :  the  Dutc^  had  a  faftory  there 
for  a  long  time ;  but  were  at  laft  expelled  by 
the  King  of  Achen.  Padung  has  little  pepper  ; 
but  deals  much  in  gold,  and  has  a  fine  river, 
where  large  Ihips  may  come  up'  and  ride  in  fafe- 
ty.  All  thefe  places  are  well  peopled  and  cul- 
tivated, and  from  their  diftance  from  the  tyran- 
nical court  of  Jchen,  fome  of  the  inhabitants 
became  rich,  and  live  happily. 

The  inhabitants  of  Achen  are  more  vitious 
than  thofe  of  Ticow,  and  other  places  along  the 
coaft.  They  are  proud,  envious,  and  trea- 
cherous ;  defpife  their  neighbours,  and  think 
all  other  nations  but  themfelves  barbarians. 
They  are  very  expenlive  in  their  cloaths,  and 
would  be  fo  in  their  houfes  and  flaves,  if  they 
were  not  prevented  by  the  King.  They  fpeak 
well  in  their  own  language,  and  have  orators 
among  them :  thefe  are  very  fond  of  fimilies, 
and  are  happy  in  applying  them.  Theyalfo 
compofe  poems  and  fongs ;  they  apply  them- 
felves to  writing,  and  the  Arabian  arithmetic, 
which  differs  but  little  from  ours.  Some  of 
them  are  good  mechanics,  efpecially  in  the 
building  of  gallies.  They  are  very  dexterous 
in  all  forts  of  iron  work,  though  they  do  not 
work  with  the  fame  facility  as  the  Europeans. 
They  alfo  work  well  in  wood  and  copper,  and 
ibme  of  them  are  fkilled  in  making  artillery. 

Since  this  King's  accefTion  to  the  throne,  the 
the  fubjefts  of  Achcn  have  obtained  the  reputa- 
tion of  being  the  befl  foldiers  in  India ;  for  they 
have  inured  themfelves  to  fatigue,  and  are  ex- 
cellent pioneers,  as  appears  from  the  feiges  of 

^ucda 
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^eda  and  Dely,  for  though  the  latter  was  S 
place  of  great  ftrength,  fortified  by  the  airift- 
ance  of  the  Portugnefe,  and  defended  by  a  per- 
fon  of  great  valour  and  reputation,  yet  the 
King  of  ylchen  took  it  in  ilx  weeks  time,  by 
cutting  trenches,  and  making  gradual  advances. 
They  live  very  foberly,  and  for  the  molt  part 
upon  rice,  to  which  the  richer  fort  add  a  i'niall 
quantity  of  filh,  and  a  few  herbs,  and  he  mufi; 
be  a  very  great  Lord,  who  eats  in  a  day's  time, 
one  fowl  boiled  or  broiled  upon  the  coals.  It  is 
a  common  faying  among  them,  that  if  there 
were  2000  Chriftians  in  that  country,  all  their 
beef  and  fowls  would  foon  be  confumed. 

They  pretend  to  be  very  flrift  Mahometans 
but  are  great  hypocrites,  elpecially  in  the  re- 
fpedl  they  fhew  to  the  King,  whom  they  would 
gladly  fee  hanged.  If  tliey  fufpefl;,  though 
without  reafon,  that  any  one  has  a  diflike  to 
them,  they  endeavour  to  prevent  his  doing 
them  an  injury,  by  forming  an  accufation,  a-^ 
gainfl:  him  before  his  Majefly,  and  the  frequency 
of  thefe  accufations  occafions  his  being  fo  cruel ; 
as  they  make  him  believe  that  there  are  more 
confpiracies  againft  him,  than  there  really  are. 
In  Ihort,  it  is  common  for  one  brother  to  accufe 
another,  or  the  fon  the  father,  and  if,  upon 
this  account,  they  are  charged  with  inhumanity 
and  want  of  confcience,  they  reply,  that  God 
is  far  from  them,  but  the  King  of  Ache7i 
is  near  at  hand. 

Agreeably  to  the  law  of  Mahomet,  they  marry 
as  many  women  as  they  are  able  to  maintain, 
one  of  whom  is  intitled  to  the  preference,  and* 

her 
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her  children  efteemed  the  lawful  heirs  ;  but 
though  they  fufter  their  flaves  and  concubinea 
to  go  abroad,  their  wives  are  confined  at  home. 
If  a  man  marries  a  young  woman,  he  com- 
monly pays  a  fum  of  money  for  her  to  her  re- 
lations, and  allows  her  a  jointure  out  of  his 
eltate  ;  and  if  flie  has  a  fortune  of  her  own, 
ihe  lodges  it  in  the  hands  of  her  hufband,  and 
takes  his  note  for It,  which  intitles  her  to  re- 
cover it,  in  cafe  of  a  feperation  ;  or,  if  the 
hufoand  dies  firll,  this  note,  together  with  the 
jointure  ftipulated  in  the  contradl  of  marriage, 
mull  be  firll  fatisfied  out  of  the  goods  of  the 
deceafed,  even  to  the  prejudice  of  all  other 
creditors;  but  if  the  woman  dies  firft,  the  huf- 
band is  intitled  to  all  ihe  brought  him.  The 
hufband  and  wife  may  feparate  whenever  they 
pleafe,  provided  it  be  by  their  mutual  confent ; 
for  the  conf2nt  of  one  party  is  not  fufficient. 

Though  ufury  is  prohibited  at  Achen,  they 
are  allowed  to  borrow  money  at  1 2  per  cent,  per 
a?!n.  without  pledges.  If  the  debtor  refufes  to 
pay,  he  is  cited  before  a  court  of  jullice,  where 
if  the  debt  be  proved,  he  is  condemned  to  pay.- 
it  in  a  Ihort  time,  and  if  it  is  not  paid  at  the 
time  limitted,  he  is  cited  to  appear  a  fecond 
time,  when  he  mud  either  pay  it  in  court,  or 
have  his  hands  tied  behind  with  a  wythe,  and 
as  nobody  dares  to  untie  him,  he  continues  in 
this  poilure,  and  is  obliged  to  appear  before 
the  court  whenever  it  fits,  till  the  debt  is  dif- 
charged.  But  if  the  Judge  perceives,  that  he 
appears  daily,  and  is  unable  to  pay  the  debt, 
he  delivers  him  up  to  the  creditor,  to  ferve  him 
as  a  fiave ;  the  creditor  then  takes  him  home, 

fells 
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fells  him,  or  does  with  him  what  he  pleafes,  fo 
he  does  not  take  away  his  life. 

This  court  fits  every  mornings  except  on 
Fridays,  and  one  of  the  richeil  Orankays  prefides. 
in  it.  There  is  alfo  a  criminal  court,  in  which 
feveral  of  the  principal  Orankays  prefide  by 
turns,  where  cognizance  is  taken  of  all  qaaa-- 
rels,  robberies,  murders,  tfc.  committed  in  the 
city.  Any  criminal  may  be  flopped  or  taken 
np,  by  a  child  of  four  or  five  years  of  age ; 
for  whenever  hands  are  laid  upon  him,  he  durii 
not  make  the  leall  oppofition  ;  but  ftands  like 
a  ftatue,  and  fuffers  his  hands  to  be  tied,  ii» 
order  to  be  tried  before  the  court,  where  the 
fentence  is  immediately  put  in  execution,  i 
have  feen  tall,  lazy  fellows  dragged  in  this 
manner  by  little  children,  and  fentenced  to  be 
lafhed  with  a  vvythe  over  their  Jhoulders,  for 
ftealing  to  the  value  of  a  farthing ;  and  aftef 
the  execution,  neither  the  criminal  nor  informer 
dare  complain.  I  heard  a  man  tried  for  peep- 
ing through  a  hedge  to  fee  his  neighbour's  wife 
bathing  herfelf,  for  which  he  was  fentenced  to 
receive  30  lalhes  upon  his  fhoulders ;  but  after 
the  fentence  was  pronouced,  the  criminal  pub- 
iickly  capitulated  with  the  executioner,  and  gave 
liim  ZD  maes  in  open  court,  in  confideration  of 
his  being  whipped  with  his  cloaths  on.  It  is  in- 
deed very  common,  to  bargain  with  the  execu- 
tioner for  mitigating  the  puniftiment :  for  never 
a  day  pafTes,  without  the  King's  ordering  a  nofe,- 
eye,  ear,  hand,  foot,  or  tefticle  to  be  cut  off 
from  fome  one  ov  other :  upon  which  occafion, 
the  executioner  gets  money  for  doing  his  bu/i- 
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nefs  handfomely,  and  with  little  pain ;  and 
if  the  criminal  does  not  come  up  to  the  price, 
and  pay  him  upon  the  fpot,  he  will  mangle 
htm  in  a  moft  unhuman  manner.  After  the 
criminal  has  thus  faifered,  whether  by  the 
King's  command,  or  the  fentence  of  the  Judge, 
all  the  ignominy  of  his  crime  is  wiped  off,  and 
if  any  one  upbraids  him  with  it,  he  may  kill- 
him  with  impunity. 

There  is  another  court,  in  which  the  Cadi  op 
Chief  Prieft  prefides,  and  takes  cognizance  of 
all  the  infringements  of  religion.  There  is  al- 
fo  a  court  for  determining  difputes  among  mer- 
chants, whether  natives  or  foreigners.  In  this 
court  an  exadl  account  is  kept  of  all  the  cuf- 
toms,  gifts,  fines,  and  commodities  belonging 
to  the  King,  with  a  lift  of  all  the  perfons  who 
buy  of  his  Majelly,  pay  the  duty,  or  make  him 
prefents.  Befides  thefe,  there  are  four  officers. 
Galled  Pan^ouloiA)  Cavalo,  who  take  cognizance 
of  things  done  in  the  night-time,  as  not  paying 
the  duty,  robberies,  l£c.  each  of  which  has  a 
quarter  of  the  city  under  his  jurifdidtion.  Every 
Orankay  has  a  province  or  country  dillrift,  in 
which  lie  gives  orders  and  adminilters  juftice. 

Before  the  reign  of  the  prefent  King's  grand- 
father, the  Orankays  having  never  been  oppref- 
fed  by  their  Sovereigns,  nor  pillaged  by  other 
nations,  were  very  rich  in  lands  and  houfes,  as 
well  as  in  gold  and  filver.  The  city  was  fix 
times  larger  than  at  prefent ;  the  ftreets  were 
crowded  v/ith  people,  and  no  city  in  India  had 
fo  flourifhing  a  trade  ;  for  no  cuftoms  were  re- 
quired, but  that  of  the  Chappe,  and  merchants 
riight  unload  and  take  in  a  frefli  lading  withiri 
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fifteen  days.  The  Orankays  then  lived  in  large 
llately  houfes  with  cannon  at  their  gates,  and 
had  a  great  number  of  flaves,  both  to  ferve  and 
guard  them.  They  drelTed  magnificently,  had 
pompous  retinues,  and  were  much  refpefted  by 
the  people.  This  grandeur  and  autliority,  not 
only  leflened  the  power  of  the  King,  but  was 
often  fatal  to  his  perfon,  fo  that  the  Sovereign- 
feldom  enjoyed  his  crown  above  two  years,  and^ 
if  he  <^id,  he  had  no  more  than  the  title. 

In  this  fituation,  things  continued  till  the 
extindtion  of  the  ancient  Royal  Line,  which 
happened  about  40  years  ago,  when  the  Oran- 
kays met  in  order  to  chufe  a  King  ;  but  every 
one  endeavouring  to  obtain  that  dignity,  it  was 
refolved  to  decide  the  difpute  by  the  fword. 
While  they  were  in  this  ferment,  the  Cadi  by 
his  authority  and  remonftrances,  perfuaded  them 
to  liften  to  an  expedient,  that  would  remove  all 
their  jealoufies,  which  was  to  fet  the  crown 
upon  the  head  of  a  certain  Orankay,  who  dur- 
ing thefe  divifions,  had  endeavoured  to  obtain 
nothing  for  himfelf  or  family,  which  was  one 
of  the  noblelt  in  Achen ;  but  lived  peaceably 
with  the  reputation  of  being  a  wife  experienced 
man,  he  being  then  70  years  of  age.  The 
Orankays  accepted  the  propofal,  as  it  did  not 
remove  their  refpeftive  pretentions,  fince  he 
was  only  intitled  to  a  preference,  on  account  of 
his  age  and  prudence ;  but  after  all,  the  old 
nobleman  defired  to  be  excufed,  alledging  that 
he  had  for  fome  time  retired  from  the  affairs  of 
the  world,  and  wifhed  for  nothing  more  than 
to  pafs  the  remainder  of  his  lite  in  peace. 

Upon 
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Upon  tliis  the  Orankays  fell  together  by  the 
er.rs°;  but  at  laft  finding  that  every  thing  ran 
into  confufion,  th^ey  endeavoured  to  threaten 
the  old  Orankay  into  an  acceptance  of  the 
crown  ;  but  both  their  threats  and  intreaties 
were  equally  inefFeftual. 

At  laft  they  all  came  in  a  body  to  his  houfe. 
The  Cadi  carrying  the  crown,  and  one  of  the 
Orankays  a  naked  fword,  when  they  repre- 
fented  to  the  old  Nobleman,  that  they  could 
not  poffibly  find  any  other  remedy  for  their 
prefent  calamity,  but  that  of  making  him  King  : 
That  as  they  had  frequently  importuned  him 
to  accept  of  the  crown,  they  now  tame  once 
more  to  make  him  the  laft  offer,  and  if  he  ftill 
refufed  to  accept  it,  they  were  determined  to 
Cut  him  off  immediately,  to  prevent  their  in- 
fifting  any  longer  on  an  ufelefs  expedient.  The 
old  Orankay  finding  himfelf  in  this  dilemma, 
told  them,  that  though"  he  had  firmly  refolved 
to  finifti  his  days  without  interfering  in  the 
difturbances  of  public  affairs,  yet  fince  nothing 
but  his  mounting  the  throne  could  prevent  a 
J)ernicious  war,  he  would  accept  their  offer, 
upon  condition  that  they  fhould  refpedl  him  as 
a  father,  and  He  fhould  treat  them  as  his  chil- 
dren. They  all  thanked  him,  and  having 
promifed  not  only  to  honour  him  as  their  pa- 
rent, but  to  refpeft  him  as  their  fovereign,  in- 
ftantly  invefted  him  with  the  royal  dignity. 
■  After  his  coronation  he  took  poffeflion  of  the 
caftle,  and  inviting  all  the  Orankays  to  a  feaft, 
upon  an  appointed  day,  made  fuch  vaft  pre- 
parations for  their  entertainment,  that  the 
'-  T  2  Orankays 
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Orankays  were  filled  with  admiration.  When 
the  feftival  arrived,  the  Orankays  were  drawn 
up  in  order  in  a  court  near  the  King's  apart- 
ment, and  condufted  by  the  Chappes  into  an 
hall ;  but  as  they  entered  it,  were  immediately 
feized  and  dragged  into  another  court  behind 
the  building,  where  the  King  had  caufed  a 
deep  ditch  to  be  dug,  upon  the  brink  of  which 
their  throats  were  cut,  and  then  their  bodies 
were  thrown  into  it.  In  the  mean  time  the 
mufic  played,  and  nothing  but  fongs  and 
mirth  were  heard  in  the  hall.  Thefe  murders 
were  carried  on  with  fuch  fuccefs,  that  iioo 
were  cut  off  before  thofe  in  the  rear  could  per- 
ceive any  thing  of  the  matter,  when  the  fmall 
remainder  flipped  foftly  out  of  the  caftle,  without 
diftinftly  knowing  what  foundation  they  had 
for  diftruft,  till  the  next  day,  when  all  the 
principal  Orankays  were  miffing. 

The  inhuman  monfter  having  thus  cut  off  all 
he  fufpefted,  and  fecured  himfelf  in  the  caftle 
with  a  good  body  of  guards,  he  publilhed  a 
declaration,  that  this  great  execution  was  ne- 
ceffary  for  the  fafety  of  his  own  perfon  and  the 
flate ;  that  as  in  former  times  the  Orankays 
had  made  and  dethroned  Kings  at  pleafure,  and 
extinguifhed  the  antient  line,  fo  when  they 
were  on  the  point  of  cutting  one  another's 
throats,  they  could  find  no  other  remedy  but 
that  of  forcing  him  to  be  king  in  order  to  ferve 
him  as  they  had  done  the  reft;  but  that  fince 
he  was  King,  he  did  notchufe  to  be  expofed  to 
the  inconftant  humours  of  the  Orankays,  who 
after  they  had  maffacred  him,  would  have  re^ 
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rekpfed  into  their  former  animofities,  and  have 
made  the  people  fuiFer  by  their  quarrels :  In 
ihort,  that  his  defign  was  to  preferve  the  gene- 
ral peace,  to  reign  in  equity,  and  to  execute 
fevere  julHce  upon  all  offenders. 

Finding  that  after  this  declaration,  nobody 
came  to  pay  him  the  ufual  refpefts  at  the  caftle, 
he  demoliflied  all  the  houfes  of  the  Orankays 
he  had  caufe  to  be  murdered,  and  lodged  their 
cannon,  arms,  and  effedls  in  the  caftle,  pro- 
hibited building  with  ftone,  or  the  Orankays 
having  cannon  or  intrenchments,  and  ordered 
that  all  the  houfes  fhould  be  but  one  ftory  high, 
and  their  walls  be  made  of  matts,  as  they  are 
at  this  day.  He  conferred  the  quality  of  Oran- 
kay  upon  his  favourites,  allowing  them  part  of 
the  lands  which  had  delonged  to  thofe  who  had 
been  executed,  and  put  to  death  ail  who  fhew- 
ed  any  diflike  to  his  condudl,  fo  that  in  the 
firft  year  of  his  reign  20,000  perfons  were  ex- 
ecuted, and  in  the  fecond,  feveral  thoufands 
more. 

This  Prince  reduced  the  city  almoft  to  the 
condition  it  is  now  in.  He  ufed  the  Arabian 
merchants  very  ill ;  but  was  extremely  civil  to 
the  Englijh  and  Dutch,  who  fettled  there  during 
his  reign.  He  educated  the  prefent  King,  who 
was  his  daughter's  fon,  and  died  in  the  year 
1603,  aged  ninety-five,  leaving  two  Ions,  who 
were  advanced  in  years ;  to  the  eldeft  of  whom 
he  left  the  kingdom  of  Achen,  and  all  his  ter- 
ritories along  the  coaft  of  Sumaira  to  i.he  weft- 
ward  ;  and  to  the  other,  the  kingdom  of  P,;dir^ 
with  the  territories  upon  the  eaft  coaii.  Thcfs 
T  3  Pnncr; 
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Princes  being  of  a  meek  difpofition,  an  in- 
finite number  of  diforders  were  committed  at 
Achen  for  want  of  a  fevere  execution  of  juftice. 
The  King  of  Achen  happening  to  give  fome 
flight  rebuke  to  his  nephew  the  prefent  King, 
v/hom  he  entertained  at  his  court,  that  Prince 
fled  to  his  uncle  the  King  of  Pedir,  who  gave 
him  a  very  kind  reception  ;  when  the  King  of 
Achen  defiring  his  brother  to  fend  back  his 
nephew  to  him,  he  made  anfwer,  that  he  would 
not  offer  violence  to  a  young  Prince,  whom 
their  father  had  recommended  to  their  care. 
Upon  this  the  two  brothers  declared  war  againll 
each  other,  when  the  forces  of  Pedir  were  com- 
manded by  the  nephew  ;  and  in  this  war  above 
6o,boo  men  were  flain.  But  though  the 
nephew  had  frequently  the  advantage,  yet  as 
the  forces  or  Achen  were  moll:  numerous,  thofe 
of  Pedir  at  lafh  refufed  to  march,  upon  which 
their  King  was  obliged  to  deliver  up  his  ne- 
phew to  the  King  of  Achen,  who  immediately 
laid  him  in  irons. 

In  the  mean  v/hile  the  Portuguefe  made  a 
defcent  upon  Achen,  and  carried  a  turf  fort  at 
the  entrance  of  the  river.  At  this  junfture  the 
young  Prince  deliring  his  uncle  to  let  him  fight 
againft  xhs  Portuguefe  he  releafed  him;  and  the 
royal  youth  behaved  with  fuch  bravery  in ,  two 
or  three  battles  with  the  Portuguefe,  that  he 
acquired  great  reputation.  His  mother,  an 
ailive,  ambitious  woman,  now  formed  a  defign 
of  making  him  King  of  Achen,  and  furnifhed 
him  with  large  fums  of  money,  to  be  diflributed 
among  the  principal  Orankays.  With  this  view,  , 

he  ' 
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lie  was  very  familiar  in  his  converfation  :  What- 
ever he  had  he  lhared  among  his  friends ;  re- 
fufed  nothing  that  was  aflced  of  him,  and,  in  a 
word,  {hewed  himfelf  liberal  to  the  Orankays, 
affable  to  the  rich,  the  companion  of  thofe  who 
profelled  arms,  and  extremely  courteous  to  the 
common  people.  At  this  time  the  King  of 
Acben  died  fuddenly,  when  the  Prince  got  into 
the  caftie ;  made  great  promifes  to  the  Officers  ; 
advanced  a  large  fum  to  the  Governor  of  the 
caftle  ;  bribed  the  guards ;  diftributed  money* 
among  the  principal  Orankays,  and  threatened 
the  Cadi,  who  fcrupled  to  crown  him.  In  fliort, 
he  managed  his  intrigues  with  fuch  fuccefs,  that 
he  was  proclaimed  King  that  very  night,  to  the 
great  joy  ef  the  people,  v/ho  had  conceived 
extraordinary  hopes  from  his  liberality  and 
courtefy,  as  well  as  his  valour. 

As  Pedir  is  but  12  miles  from  Achetii  the 
King  of  that  place  v/as  foon  informed  of  his 
brother's  death,  and  came  the  next  day  to  re- 
ceive the  inveftiture  of  his  patrimony  ;  but  on 
his  approaching  the  cafcle  with  a  fmall  retinue, 
he  fell  into  the  hands  of  his  nephew,  who  for- 
getting his  former  favouis^  kept  him  a  month 
prifoner  in  the  caftle,  and  then  pretending  to 
fend  him  to  a  more  agreeable  retreat  at  a  di- 
Ihmce  from  the  city,  caufed  his  throat  to  be  cut 
by  the  way.  Thofe  who  had  fet  the  crown 
upon  his  head,  were  not  better  ufed ;  for  he 
began  with  the  Governor  of  the  caftle,  who 
had  taken  m.oft  of  his  money,  and  ended  with 
thofe  who  had  received  the  leaft.  People  foon 
kuind  that  he  was  intirely  changed  ;  for  inftead 
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of  being  humane,  he  was  cruel ;  inftead  of  his 
former  liberality,  he  difplayed  an  extreme  ava- 
rice ;  and  that  meeknefs  and  affability,  for 
which  he  was  before  diftinguifhed,  was  changed 
.  into  an  auftere  and  inexorable  temper.  In 
ihort,  he  has  flied  more  blood  than  his  grand- 
father did  in  his  whole  reign.  He  has  in  a 
manner  depopulated  the  whole  territory  of 
Achen,  and  drained  not  only  the  natives,  but 
the  foreigners  who  refide  there,  of  all  their 
money.  It  is  true,  he  has  endeavoured  to  re- 
people  the  city  from  his  conquefts,  or  more 
properly  ravages ;  for  having  ruined  the  king- 
doms of  Jor.,  Dehly,  Fahan,  ^ecia,  and  Pera, 
he  tranfported  from  thence  to  Jchen,  about 
22,000  perfons ;  but  as  he  did  not  allow  them 
a  grain  of  rice  for  their  fupport,  they  died  of 
hunger  in  the  ftreets,  fo  that  at  prefent  there 
are  fcarce  1500  of  them  left. 

He  has  3000  women  whom  he  keeps  partly 
for  a  guard,  and  partly  for  other  ufes.  They  fel- 
dom  leave  the  caftle;  they  have  a  market  of 
their  own,  and  traffick  with  each  other  for  fuch 
things  as  are  their  own  manufafture.  They 
are  ranged  under  feveral  Captains ;  have  their 
civil  judges  and  night  officers  as  well  as  the 
city  ;  but  none  arc  allowed  to  enter  their  apart- 
ments, except  the  King's  Eunuchs,  who  are 
faid  to  be  about  500  in  number.  The  King  has 
alfo  many  wives  and  concubines,  and  20  of  his 
wives  are  the  lawful  daughters  of  the  Kings  he 
has  pillaged  ;  the  lafi:  wife  he  obtained  by  this 
means  was  the  Queen  of  Pera,  who  is  faid  to 
be  very  handfome ;  but  from  her  he  has  con- 
tracted 
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ifafted  a  difeafe  that  is  likely  to  cany  him  oft", 
unlefs  the  vigour  of  his  conftitution,  for  he  is 
now  in  his  prime,  be  able  to  overcome  it.  By 
all  thefe  wives  he  lias  only  one  fon,  who  is  1 8 
years  of  age.  Some  time  ago  his  father  gave 
him  the  kingdom  of  Pedir;  but  he  behaved 
with  fuch  cruelty  and  licentioufnefs,  that  the 
King  called  him  home,  and  had  him  torment- 
ed with  great  feverity  :  Since  which  time  he 
is  always  confined  in  the  caftle,  except  when 
he  goes  to  the  Mofque,  and  then  he  has  a  pom- 
pous retinue. 

The  King  places  his  greatefl:  ftrength  in  his 
elephants,  which  amout  to  900  ;  they  are  bred 
to  tread  fire  under  their  feet,  to  be  unmoved  at 
the  firing  of  the  artillery,  and  to  falute  his 
Majefty  when  they  pafs  by  his  apartments,  by 
bending  their  knees  and  raifing  their  trunks 
three  times.  There  never  was  a  prince  in  Achen 
who  had  fuch  dexterity  in  managing  thefe  ani- 
mals ;  for  he  will  Hand  upright  upon  their  backs 
while  they  run  full  fpeed.  For  my  part,  I  had 
rather  walk  ten  ftages  on  foot,  than  ride  four 
leagues  upon  an  elephant.  The  King  has  alfo 
about  200  horfes,  all  of  which,  as  well  as  the 
elephants,  have  rich  and  magnificent  trappings. 

The  King  of  Achen  is  ftronger  by  fea  than 
any  of  his  neighbours  :  For  he  has  about  100 
large  galleys,  a  third  part  of  which  are  much, 
bigger  than  thofe  of  Europe  ;  I  faw  the  keel  of 
an  ordinary  one  that  was  all  of  one  piece,  and 
1 20  feet  long.  They  are  handfomely  built, 
but  are  broader  and  higher  than  they  ought  to 
be.   Their  rigging  is  too  weak  for  their  bulk. 
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and  their  oars  are  too  fliort,  they  being  onlf 
poles  with  a  piece  of  wood  fixed  at  one  end  of 
them  :  They  commonly  mount  three  Jarge 
pieces  of  cannon,  fome  of  which  will  carry  a 
ball  of  40  pounds.  They  have  befides  feveral 
falconets  planted  before  and  abaft.  The  largeft 
galleys  commonly  carry  fix  or  eight  hundred 
men.  Thefe  galleys  are  divided  among  the 
principal  Orankays,  who  are  obliged  to  fit  them 
out  for  fea  ;  to  take  care  of  them  when  they  re- 
turn, and  to  repair  them  at  their  own  expence. 

The  King's  wars  are  not  very  chargeable  to 
him,  for  at  his  command  all  his  fubjeds  march 
at  their  own  expence,  and  carrying  provifions 
with  them  for  three  months.  The  King  gives 
them  arms,  a  regiller  of  which  is  kept,  and 
they  are  obliged  to  reftore  them  at  their  return. 
Their  wives,  children,  and  parents,  if  they 
have  any,  are  anfwerable  for  their  behaviour, 
for  if  they  give  way  before  the  enemy,  not 
only  they  themfelves,  but  their  innocent  rela- 
tions pay  for  it.  By  this  means  the  King  has 
brought  them  to  be  good  foldiers,  and  the  ter- 
ror of  their  neighbours.  If  they  continue 
above  three  months  in  the  field,  he  is  at  the 
expence  of  rice  for  their  fupport. 

From  the  above  account  it  is  plain,  that  the 
King  cannot  fail  of  being  rich,  for  in  war  he 
is  only  at  the  expence  of  arms,  powder,  lead, 
and  rice,  which  is  very  inconfiderable,  and  in 
peace  he  fpends  yet  lefs ;  for  as  to  the  main- 
tenance of  his  family,  he  has  more  flefh,  fowl, 
filli,  rice,  oils,  fugar,  and  herbs,  paid  him  by 
his  fubjefts  than  are  confumed  in  the  caftle,  and 
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the  furplus  is  fold  in  the  market  for  his  ad- 
vantage. Belides,  he  allows  his  fervants  no- 
thing but  rice,  and  if  they  eat  any  thing  elfe, 
they  mull  purchafe  it  by  their  own  labour  and 
indullry.  He  parcels  out  large  hereditary 
eftates  among  his  fubjedls,  whom  he  obliges  to 
furnifh  him  with  a  certain  quantity  of  rice  every 
year,  whether  the  crop  be  good  or  bad,  and 
calculates  the  produce  of  his  land  with  fuch 
exadtnefs,  that  the  farmers  muft  not  be  idle  if 
they  maintain  themfelves  and  pay  him,  who 
never  bates  them  a  fingle  grain.  The  rice  he 
puts  into  his  magazines,  and  keeps  it  till  the 
latter  end  of  autumn,  v/hen  it  fetches  a  double 
price;  but  if  it  is  a  plentiful  year  at  Jchen, 
he  fends  it  to  fome  neighbouring  country  where 
it  is  fcarce. 

He  has  great  herds  of  cattle  kept  by  his 
flaves ;  but  his  elephants  coft  him  nothing,  for 
he  gives  them  only  the  trunks  of  banana  trees, 
which  being  cut  down,  a  fprout  fprings  up  the 
next  year,  that  bears  fruit.  His  lighting 
cocks  coft  him  nothing,  for  the  Orankays 
take  more  care  of  them  than  of  their  own 
children.  He  is  at  no  expence  for  his  own 
nor  his  women's  cloaths,  for  on  one  cer- 
tain day  of  the  year,  all  that  have  any  office  or 
place  at  Achen,  are  obliged  to  make  him  a  pre- 
ient  of  one  or  more  garments,  according  to 
the  income  of  their  places,  or  elfe  of  ftufts  for 
cloathing  the  women,  when  every  one  ftrivcs 
to  outdo  each  other  in  the  magnificence  of  \-r 
prefent;  for  if  the  King  does  not  like 'ch'°  garrnei  t 
or  fluffs,  he  returns  them  back,  and  the  office; 
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that  gave  them  is  fure  to  be  turned  out  of  his 
poft,  unlefs  he  quickly  accommodates  the 
matter  by  means  of  a  large  fum  of  money,  or 
if  he  is  a  rich  man,  he  will  be  charged  with 
fome  maladminiftration  in  his  office,  and  per- 
haps put  to  death. 

He  caufes  many  houfes  to  be  built  of  rough 
Hone,  which  in  that  country  are  thought  in- 
imitable, though  they  fall  infinitely  fhort  of 
•what  we  have  in  Europe,  and  thefe  houfes  being 
built  by  his  flaves  coft  him  little.  Thefe  Haves 
work  four  days  in  eight  for  their  own  lively- 
hood  ;  for  the  King  pays  nothing  for  their 
maintenance.  They  are  moftly  employed  in 
cutting  wood,  making  of  mortar,  labouring 
5n  the  quarries,  and  in  building.  There  are 
three  or  four  overfeers  of  their  work,  who  are 
maintained  by  the  flaves,  for  thofe  who  under- 
stand any  trade  are  excufed  from  working  for 
the  King  ;  but  they  pay  a  duty  of  about  5  d. 
a  day. 

The  King  is  heir  to  all  his  fubjefls,  who  j 
die  without  male  iffue,  and  if  they  leave  any 
daughters  unmarried,  he  puts  them  into  the 
callle,  which  occafions  his  women  being  fo 
jiumerous.  He  alfo  has  the  eftates  of  thofe 
whom  he  every  day  puts  to  death  ;  and  to 
prevent  their  alienating  their  eftates  or  goods, 
he  takes  them  by  furprize,  and  has  their  wives^  ' 
children,  flaves,  cattle,  money,  and  all  their 
moveables  lodged  in  the  caltle,  before  they 
know  their  fentence.  He  is  alfo  heir  to  all 
foreigners  that  die  rwithin  his  territories ;  for 
as  foon  as  a  foreigner  fickens,  the  King's  officers 
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take  pofleffion  of  his  houfe,  and  upon  his 
death  remove  his  eiFefts  to  the  caftle,  and  very 
often  his  fervants,  friends,  and  flaves,  are  put 
upon  the  rack  to  difcover  where  his  gold, 
filver,  and  jewels  are  depofited.  But  the 
Englijh  and  Dutch  having  fadlories  here,  are 
exempted  from  this  law,  as  we  were  while  we 
fiaid  here. 

On  the  firfi:  of  February  we  weighed  anchor, 
in  order  to  return  home,  having  now  75  men 
on  board,  all  in  good  health,  and  provifions 
for  nine  months.  On  the  22d  oi  June  wit  came 
to  an  anchor  at  St.  Helena,  where  many  of  our 
men  being  fick,  we  fent  them  on  (hore.  This 
is  a  very  convenient  place  of  refrefhment,  011 
account  of  the  temperature  of  the  air  ;  the 
facility  of  coming  at  good  water ;  the  plenty 
of  young  kids  and  hogs ;  the  conveniency  of 
filhing  in  the  road  and  upon  the  fliore  ;  the 
abundance  of  oranges  and  citrons,  and  the 
feveral  herbs  that  are  excellentvremedies  againil 
the  fcurvy. 

On  the  1 6th  of  July  we  perceived  the  ifland 
of  Ajcevfan  in  8°.  loath  latituc'e,- at  about  12 
leagues  diftance.  It  is  \ery  high,  and  being 
nothing  but  a  hard  rock,  has  neither  wood, 
frelh  water,  nor  any  herbs  upon  it,  yet  it 
affords  fome  hogs,  and  many  fowls,  and  in  the 
road  there  are  turtle,  and  abundance  of  fifli. 
After  we  had  crofied  the  eqliinoftial,  v.'e  had 
fuch  calms  and  drizling  ra^ns,  that  moH  of 
'  the  men  were  feized  vvith  dropiies  and  tumours 
that  proved  very  fatal. 
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On  the  6th  of  Angujl,  when  thefe  calms  and 
rains  ftill  continued,  there  fuddenly  came  a 
whirlwind  that  lafted  f6r  two  minutes,  tore  all 
our  fails,  and  carried  the  main-top-fail  quite 
off.  The  next  day  we  faw  fome  fwallows  and 
butterflies,  which  let  us  know  that  we  were 
near  land.  On  the  13th  we  faw  an  ifland  to 
the  north  in  16°.  latitude,  which  we  knew  to 
be  5/.  Nicholas,  one  of  the  Cape  de  Verd\^zx^$i%. 
On  the  1 6th  we  made  the  ifland  of  St.  Vincent, 
caft  anchor  in  five  fathom  water,  and  the  next 
day  fent  oar  fick  men,  who  were  very  nume- 
rous, on  fliore,  where  they  recovered  apace. 

The  tifaal  anchorage  of  this  ifland  lies  In 
17°.  20'.  north  latitude.  It  affords  at  this 
feafon  of  the  year  great  plenty  of  large  turtle, 
and  here  we  met  with  an  herb  which  in 
fome  meafure  refembles  fpinage,  but  is  in- 
finitely better;  we  ufed  it  both  in  fallad  and 
foup  ;  and  this,  as  well  as  the  fljfh  of  the 
turtle,  cured  our  men  of  dropfies  in  eight  days» 
It  is  alfo  well  flocked  with  young  kids,  which 
are  difficult  to  be  caught  without  dogs.  To 
the  eaflward,  under  a  high  mountain,  there  are 
vafl  quantities  of  purflain  ;  but  we  faw  no 
fruit  except  wild  figs,  which  were  fpoilt  by 
the  worms.  The  ifland  is  alfo  furniflied 
with  a  confiderable  quantity  of  wild  pines, 
which  is  the  only  wood  it  produces.  The 
water  of  the  ifland  is  generally  brackiih  ; 
but  upon  the  fouth-weft  part  of  the  bay,  rear 
the  place  of  anchorage,  there  is  a  fmail  fpring, 
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which  if  cleanfed  and  dug  deep,  would  apbrd 
pretty  good  water.  There  is  very  good 
fiftiing  along  the  rocks,  and  efpecially  at  a 
fmall  rock  at  the  entrance  of  the  bay,  where, 
in  two  hours  time,  feven  or  eight  men  may 
catch  fifh  enough  to  fumifh  a  meal  for  200. 
In  fhort,  it  is  not  inferior  to  Sf.  Helena,  as  a 
place  of  refrefhment,  excepting  only  that  its 
water  is  not  fo  good.  However,  it  is  all  over 
acceffable,  and  furnilhed  with  pleafant  walks. 
This  ifland  is  about  nine  leagues  in  cir- 
cumference, and  has  feveral  fine  bays ;  but 
that  towards  the  ifland  of  St.  Anthony,  is  the 
beft  road  for  fliips  that  can  be  imagined ;  for 
we  rode  in  five  fathoms  water,  and  an  excel- 
lent fandy  ground  ;  but  though  we  travelled 
over  moft  part  of  the  ifland  w^  faw  neither 
men  nor  horfes. 

We  left  5t.  Vincent  on  the  15  th  of  September, 
after  which  we  had  feveral  violent  llOTms.  On 
the  1 2th  of  OSloBer,  we  defcryed  the  Azores  % 
but  it  was  the  17th  before  we  coi>ld  weather 
them.  On  the  r9th,  we  had  a  violent  ftorm 
from  the  north-weft  that  broke  o-urmizen-maft, 
and  obliged  us  to  bring  our  main-top-maft 
upon  the  deck  ;  and  on  the  third  of  No'-vemher, 
we  perceived  the  Lizard  point  in  England,  and 
on  the  firft  of  December  arrived  fafe  at  Havre 
de  Grace,  after  a  voyage  of  38  months. 

Thus  our  author  ends  his  voyage,  which, 
notwithftanding  his  lofing  the  H^pe,  and  the 
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advice  boat,  proved  a  faving  one,  and  wauld 
doubtlefs  have  been  highly  advantageous  to 
the  company,  if  the  Hope  had  not  been  loft, 
fince  at  the  time  of  her  being  burnt,  her  cargo 
was- worth  75  or  80,000/.  fterling. 
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BOOKS  printed  for  and  fold  by  J.  Newbery, 
at  the  Bible  and  Sun  in  St.  Paiil's  Church- 
yard. 

1.  'T~^HE  General  Praftice  of  Physic: 
JL  Extrafted  chiefly  from  the  Writings 
of  the  moft  celebrated  praftical  Phyficians,  and 
the  Medical  Effays,  Tranfa£lions,  Journals,  and 
literary  Correfpondence  of  the  learned  Societies 
in  Europe.  To  which  is  prefixed.  An  Intro- 
duction, containing  the  Diftinftion  of  fimilar 
Difeafes  ;  the  Ufe  of  the  Non-Naturals;  an 
Account  of  the  Pulfe  ;  the  Content  of  the  Ner- 
vous Parts,  and  a  Sketch  of  the  Animal  Oeco- 
nomy.  By  R.  BROOKES,  M.  D.  The  Third 
Edition,  with  Improvements,  in  Two  Vols. 
Odlavo,  Price  bound  8  s. 

2.  An  introduftion  to  Physic  and  Bur- 
ger y,  containing  I.  Medicinal  Inllitutions,  on 
Phyfiology,  Hygiene,  Pathology,  Semiotice, 
and  Therapeutice.  2.  A  compendious  Syftem 
of  Anatomy.  3.  A  general  Account  of  Wounds, 
Ulcers,  Tumours,  Operations  and  Dreflings ; 
as  alfo  the  Medicines  ufed  in  Surgery.  4.  Bo- 
tany, and  the  Materia  Medica.  5.  Pharmacy, 
as  well  Chemical  as  Galenical.  6.  A  Difpen- 
fatory,  containing  a  great  Variety  of  the  moft 
efficacious  officinal  Compofitions,  and  extem- 
poraneous Prefcrlptions.  7.  A  Syllabus  of  the 
Symptoms  of  all  the  Difeafes  incident  to  the 
Human  Body.  8.  An  Index  of  Difeafes,  and 
their  Returns.  9.  A  pofological  Table,  con- 
taining 


Books  printed  for  J.  Nevvbery 
taming  the  Doles  of  all  the  Simples  and  Com- 
pounds, lo.  An  Explanation  of  the  Terms 
of  Art,  accented  as  they  are  pronounced.  By 
the  Author  of  the  General  PraSiice  of  Phyfic. 
Price  bound  6  s. 

3.  Travels  through  Turkey  in  AJta,  the 
thly  Land,  Arabia,  Egypt,  and  other  Parts  of 
the  World :  Giving  a  particular  and  faithful 
Account  of  what  is  mofl;  remarkable  in  the 
Manners,  Religion,  Polity,  Antiquities,  and 
Natural  Hiftory  of  thofe  Countries :  With  a 
curious  Defcription  of  Jerusalem,  as  it  now 
appears,  and  other  Places  mentioned  in  the 
Holy  Scriptures.  By  Charles  Thompson^ 
Efq;  Interfperfed  with  the  Remarks  of  feveral. 
othermodern  Travellers ;  illullTatcd  with  Notes, 
Hiftorical,  Geographical,  and  Mifccllaneous, 
by  the  Editor,  and  adorned  with  Maps  and 
Prints.  (In  Two  Pocket  Vols.  Price  6  j.  with 
the  Maps  neatly  colour'd.)  N.  B.  This  Book 
(which  is  not  only  an  agreeable  Companion  to 
Ladies  and  Gentlemen,  but  is  iikewife  very  ne- 
ceffary  for  every  Family,  as  it  v/ill  illuitrate 
and  explain  various  Pafiages  in  the  Old  and  Ne--w 
Te/iament)  is  adorned  with  the  following  Maps, 
and  Prints,  wx.  i.  A  View  of  Smyr::a.  2.  St,, 
Johns  Grotto,  and  the  Chapel  of  the  Hermitage 
in  the  liland  of  Patmos.  3.  A  View  ot  Balbeck. 
and  its  Temple.  4.  A  Map  of  the  Terreftrial 
Paradife,  according  to  Mr.  Huet  and  others. 
5,  A  Map  of  the  Holy  Land.  6.  A  View  of 
the  City  of  'Jerufikm  as  it  now  appears..  7.  A 
Plan  of  the  City  and  Country  zCoonl  Jeru/alem, 
8.  The  Church  of  the  Holy  Sepulchre,    g.  A 
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Map  of  Egypt,  lo.  A  View  of  the  Pyramids, 
the  Sphinx,  and  fome  Egyptian  Mummies. 
II.  Views  of  Mount  Sinai,  Tabor,  Carmel, 
Horeb,  the  Rock  of  Miribah-Kadajh,  and  the 
Hill  of  Mofes. 

4.  The  Evangelical  Hiftory  of  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ  :  Flarmonized,  Explained,  and 
Illufxrated  ;  with  Variety  of  Notes,  Praflical, 
Hiftorical  and  Critical.  To  which  is  fubjoined. 
An  Account  of  the  Propagation  of  Chrifdanity, 
and  the  original  Settlement  and  State  of  the 
Church.  Together  with  proper  Prefaces,  and 
a  complete  Index.  (In  Two  Volumes  Oftavo, 
Price  bound  8/.)  Mofl:  humbly  dedicated  to 
the  Ri^ht  Honourable  the  Lords  Spiritual  and 
Temporal,  and  Commons  in  Parliament  af- 
fembled.  By  a  Sccicty  of  Gentlemen,  who  are 
greatly  alarmed  at  the  prefent  lhameful  Negleft 
of  P^eligion  and  Virtue,  and  earneftly  concern- 
ed for  the  temporal  and  eternal  Happinefs  of 
Mankind. 

5.  Letters  on  the  moft  common,  as  well 
as  important  Occafions  in  Life.  By  Cicero, 
Pliny,  Voiture,  Balzac,  St.  E-vremond,  Locke, 
Lords  Lavfdcnx>ne,  Oxford,  Peterborough  and 
Bolinglroke,  Sir  fF.  Temple,  Sir  W.  Trumhal, 
Dryden,  Jtierbury,  Garth,  Addifon,  Steel,  Pope, 
Gay,  Sivift,  Berlcy,  Ronjje,  and  other  Writers 
cf  diftinguifli'd  Merit,  With  many  Original 
Letters  and  Cards,  by  the  EDITOR. 
Who  has  alfo  prefixed,  A  Differtation  on  the 
Epiftolary  Stile ;  v/ith  proper  Diredlions  for 
addrefling  Perfons  of  Rank  and  Eminence,  A 
nev/  Edition  (being  the  FourtI))  printed  in  a 
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neat  Pocket  Volurpe,  and  on  a  fine  Elzevir 
Type.  Price  \s,  6  d.  bound,  or  2  s.  bound 
and  gilt.  TV.  B.  The  Regard  which  the  Public 
has  been  pleafed  to  pay  to  this  Volume  of 
Letters,  has  induced  the  Editor  to  print  it 
in  three  different  Sizes.  That  is  to  fay,  the 
above  Edition  on  a  new  Elzevir  Letter  zt  £ig&- 
tetn  Pence ;  an  Edition  in  Twelves  on  a  larger 
Letter  at  T^wo  Shillings,  and  a  fmall  Edition  for 
thofe  who  are  very  young,  at  One  Shilling. 

6.  The  Lilliputian  Magazine  :  Or, 
The  young  Gentlemen  and  Ladies  Golden 
Library.  Being  an  Attempt  to  mend  the 
World,  to  render  the  Society  of  Man  more 
amiable,  and  to  eflablifh  the  Plainnefs,  Simpli- 
city, Wifdom  and  Virtue,  of  the  Golden  Age, 
fo  much  celebrated  by  the  Poets  and  Hiftorians- 
Adorned  with  Copper-plate  Cuts.  Price  bound 
One  Shilling. 

7.  The  Art  of  Farriery,  both  in  Theory 
and  Praftice.  Containing  the  Caufes,  Symp- 
toms, and  Cure  of  all  Difeafes  incident  to 
Horfes.  With  Anatomical  Defcriptions,  for 
the  better  explaining  the  Strufture,  and  ac- 
counting for  the  various  Diforders  of  thefe  ufe- 
ful  Animals.  As  alfo,  many  Rules  relating  to 
the  Choice  and  Management  of  Horfes  of  all 
K.inds,  and  ufeful  Direftions  how  to  avoid  being 
impofed  upon  by  Jockies,  Wherein  fome  egre- 
gious Errors  of  former  Writers  are  occafionally 
pointed  out.  By  Mr.  JOHN  REEVES,  Far- 
rier at  Ringnuood,  Hants.  The  whole  Revifed, 
Correfted,  and  Enlarged.  By  a  Physician- 
To  which  is  added,  A  new  Method  of  Curing 
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a  Strain  in  the  Back,  Sinewsi"  and  the  Anatomy 
of  a  Horfe's  Leg,  with  fome  Obfervations  on 
Shoeing,  by  an  eminent  SURGEON.  Price  6  j. 
illuftrated  with  Copper-plate  Cuts,  and  neatly- 
bound  in  Calf. 

8.  A  Colledllon  of  Pretty  Poems,  for  the 
Amufement  of  Children  Three  Foot  high. 
By  Thomas  Tagg,  Efq;  adorned  with  above 
Sixty  Cuts,  Price  bound  6  d. 

9.  A  Colleftion  of  Pretty  Poems,  for  the 
Amufement  of  Children  Six-foot  high,  inter- 
fperfed  with  a  Series  of  Letters  from  Coufin 
Sam  to  Con^m  Sue,  on  the  Subjeft.of  Criticifm, 
Poetry  and  Politics,  with  Notes  Variorum.  Cal- 
culated with  a  Defign  to  do  good.  And  adorn- 
ed with  a  Variety  of  Copper-plate  Cuts,  de- 
figned  and  engrav  d  by  the  beft  Mailers.  Price 
bound  One  Shilling-. 

10.  The  Holy  Bisle  abridged  :  Or,  7he 
Htflcry  of  the  Old^zwfl'New  Teftament,  Illuftrated 
v.'ith  Notes,  and  adorned  with  Cuts,  for  the 
ufe  of  Children.  Suffer  little  children  to  come 
7mto  f/ie,  and forbid  them  not  -  Luke.  Price 
bound  Sixpence. 

11.  An  Eafy  Spelling  Dictionary,  (on 
a  new  Plan)  for  the  Ufe  of  young  Gentlemen,, 
Ladies  and  Foreigners.  In  which  each  Word 
is  accented  to  prevent  a  vicious  Pronunciation  ; 
the  feveral  Syllables  are  pointed  out  by  a  fmall 
Figure  in  the  Margin,  and  whatever  Part  of 
Speech  it  is,  fpecified  by  a  Letter  immediately 
following  each  Word,  fo  contrived  as  to  take 
iip  no  more  Room  in  the  Pocket  than  a  com- 
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Bocks  prbitcd  for  J.  Newberj',  Jffir. 
mon  SnufF-Box.    Neatly  bound,   Price  One 
Shilling. 

12.  Atlas  Minimus;  or,  a  new  Set  of 
Pocket  Maps  of  the  the  feveral  Empires,  King- 
doms, and  States  of  the  known  World  ;  witk 
hiftorical  Extrafts  relative  to  each.  Drawn 
and  engraved  by  "J-  Gib/an;  from 'the  befi;  Au- 
thorities, Revifed,  correded  and  improved 
by  E.  Brcwn,  Geographer  to  his  R'lajefty. 
Price  bound  4  s.  and  5  /.  6  ci.  with  the  Maps 
coloured. 

13.  A  Compendious  History  of  England, 
from  the  InvaJion  by  the  Rimans,  to  the  prefent 
Time.  Adorned  with  a  Map -of  Great  'Brtaia 
and  Ireland,  coloured  ;  and  embellilhed  vv'ith 
Thirty-one  Cuts  of  all  tiie  Kings  and  Queens 
who  have  reigned  lince  the  Conquelt.  Drawn 
chiefly  from  their  Statues  at  the  Royal  Ex- 
change.   Price  2  s.  bound. 

14.  An  Account  of  the  Constitution  and 
Present  State  of  Great  Britain :  Together 
with  a  View  of  its  Trade,  Policy  and  Intereii:, 
refpefting  other  Nations ;  and  of  the  Curiofities 
of  Great  Britaiti  and  Ireland.  Adorned  with 
Copper-plate  Cuts,  neatly  engraved.  Price  zs, 
bound. 

15.  New  and  Accurate  Maps  of  the  Coun- 
ties of  England  and  Wales.  Drawn  from  the 
iates  Surveys  by  G/^/^'^'  Price  41.  bound, 
and  5  ^.  6  d.  with  the  Maps  coloured. 
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